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Brief Overview of the event:

The 3rd SoCal DS Consortium will bring regulatory and industry experts to discuss the challenging regulatory landscape impacting the industry and
provide case examples, guidance/best practice/scenarios on the following areas:














FDA Update - Agency update: 1) FDA’s efforts to strengthen regulation of dietary supplement by Modernizing the Dietary Supplement Industry
and reforming FDA’s oversight. 2) Update from the Ports on shipment processing/delays/refusal. 3) Responsible Innovation in Dietary Supplements
FSMA/FSVP - Implementation and Inspection: FDA inspector’s update on gaps identified during facility audits on FSMA (HARPC and FSVP)
compliance.
Use of CBD in Dietary Supplement – 1) Farm Bill impact on DS: Legal and Regulatory view on the use of CBD in Dietary Supplements. What do
we need to know if we are using CBD in our products or planning to use CBD in dietary supplement products and ensure that we are in compliance
with the existing regulations. 2) Testing requirements including the use of a licensed and certified third party 3 ) AHPA’s Guidance Policy on
supplements and foods containing hemp and hemp-derived CBD.
Prop 65 – “Proposition 65: Ten Things You Need to Know to Avoid Costly Litigation”: This presentation will discuss new chemical listings,
enforcement trends, and Proposition 65 compliance strategies for dietary supplement companies.
Food Safety: Food Safety Management: How to prevent outbreaks and recalls in Raw Materials and finished Dietary Supplement. While outbreaks
and recalls are events that can severely impact a company and are getting increasingly more expensive, they are risks which are easy to manage
and prevent. In this presentation the mechanism by which outbreaks are detected and linked to a given company, and events leading to a recall are
discussed. Programs which are used to prevent outbreaks and recalls will also be shared which can tremendously reduce the risk of adverse
events in the food and the dietary supplement industry.
FTC claims: Reducing Risk in Claims and Marketing of a Dietary Supplement: Discussion on Regulatory Strategy including claim substantiation,
recent cases of FTC violations and FTC jurisdictions and FDA partnership on issuance of warning letters.
21 CFR 111 Inspection Update: Trends in regulatory inspection and where the FDA is focusing.
USP Monograph: How can the industry benefit from the monograph by understanding its development, updates/revisions and how these are
communicated. Other relevant updates such as pesticide panel will also be discussed.
Supply Chain Traceability & Transparency for the Food & Dietary Supplement Industry : The challenges our global clients face with our ever
changing, fast paced world is supply chain complexity and the need to show consumers transparency in the marketplace. The ability to map,
qualify, audit and certify each step along the way from farm to fork and analyze raw materials from seed to final product release with results you
can trust provides the confidence to take your organization to the next level and beyond.
SSCI Update: Industry Initiative to enhance the safety, authenticity, and regulatory compliance of supplements for consumer use worldwide.
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This event also aims to bring alignment with the FDA’s Office of Dietary Supplement Programs (ODSP) in the following key areas:
• Product Safety: protecting consumers from harmful products
• Product Integrity: ensuring product identity and quality
• Informed decision making: enabling consumers and health care providers to be well informed about dietary supplement products.

Who should attend?
Participation is open to DS manufacturers, product/brand owners, raw material suppliers, regulators, testing laboratories, consultants, trade organizations
and any industry professionals.

Speaker Information:

Dan Solis - FDA Director, Division of West Coast Imports
Dan Solis started his career with FDA in 1998. Prior to working in FDA, he worked in the bioresearch field focusing on
medical device and drug applications. Dan has held many positions within FDA that include: the FDA lab in Irvine, FDA
HQ, FDA HQ IT and enforcement cases for the Los Angeles District. Following his position as the Director of Import
Operations for the Los Angeles District, was selected as the Director for the Division of West Coast Imports, and now
manages all FDA port offices and FDA import personnel in the states of Washington, Oregon, California, Hawaii and
Nevada.
Mr. Solis is nationally recognized as a subject matter expert in the program area of imports. He has had many
accomplishments within FDA and a few of worthy note are: implementation of PREDICT at all ports in the US,
spearheading electronic communication and paperless transactions initiatives with the import/trade community,
formation of a joint CBP/FDA team, an ACE team, Federal and State Task Forces, and partnerships with filers and
brokers in the Southern California area. Currently, aside from his duties at the port, Dan is also a member of the FSMA
– Foreign Supplier Verification Program (FSVP) Implementation Team and the Associate Commissioner’s IT Advisory
Workgroup and the Associate Commissioner’s Import Advisory Panel.
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Brian Ravich - Program Expert, FDA Office of Regulatory Affairs, Human and Animal Food
Since the enactment of Food Safety Modernization Act in 2011, Mr. Ravitch has been one of the leads in the
development and implementation of the Foreign Supplier Verification Program. Brian began his career in Nov 1980 as
a sea-going biologist with National Marine Fisheries Service, a division of the United States Department of Commerce.
In 1994, Brian was hired by the Food and Drug Administration as an Import Inspector on the United States/Mexican
Border in San Diego CA. In 1998 utilizing his expertise in the fisheries he transferred to the San Diego Resident Post
as a Domestic Investigator where he rose to a Food/Seafood HACCP Specialist. In June 2002 he left inspectional work
to become an Import Compliance Officer. In this position he participated on Import Course Advisory Groups where he
helped to design and instruct courses for FDA and achieved national recognition as the “Import Compliance Officer of
the Year” in 2010. In 2011 Brian was selected and became a Supervisory Investigator in the Southwest Import District.
In the spring of 2013 Brian was promoted to his current position in the Office of Regulatory Affairs (ORA), Office of
Human and Animal Food Domestic Operations Branch as a Program Expert.

Dr. Mansour Samadpour- President & CEO, IEH Laboratories & Consulting Group, inc
Dr. Mansour Samadpour received his B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. degrees from the University of Washington. After completing his Ph.D.
and post-doctoral studies, Dr. Samadpour became an Assistant Professor in the Department of Environmental Health at the
University of Washington. In 2001, together with Dalia Alfi, he started the Institute for Environmental Health (IEH) Laboratories and
Consulting Group. Dr. Samadpour is an expert in the epidemiology and pathogenesis of foodborne and waterborne pathogens, the
transport of microbes in the environment and food production systems, molecular epidemiology, and the design and implementation
of proactive food safety systems. As the head of our research and development team at IEH, a senior author on over 75 peerreviewed scientific publications, and the inventor of over 30 patents, Dr. Samadpour continues to push the field of food safety
forward. He has played a leading role in developing pathogen detection programs for food safety management and has been
sought out for his expertise in most of the major U.S. outbreaks over the last three decades.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Gregoire Kebabtchieff - Vice President for the Food Services Business in the US & Canada at Intertek and
Vice-President for Sales at Alchemy Systems
He brings over 15 years of direct experience in helping global food clients reach their safety & quality goals.
Intertek is an industry leading Total Quality Assurance provider that delivers assurance, testing, inspection and
certification services to the food industry. Intertek’s network of over 1000 laboratories in 100 countries and employs
over 46,000 people globally. To expand as a leader in Total Quality Assurance, Intertek acquired Alchemy Systems
in August 2018 to deliver People Assurance solutions. Alchemy Systems is the global leader in frontline workforce
training and consulting and currently trains more than 20% of the food industry in North America.
Gregoire is a graduate from HEC Paris with a Specialized Master’s Degree in Marketing and also holds a degree as
a Quality Engineer in Bio-Industries from Ecole de Biologie Industrielle (EBI) Graduate school. Prior to joining
Intertek, Gregoire spent 8 years at Silliker / Mérieux NutriSciences as the EMEA Global Key Accounts Director and
part of the International Business Development and Marketing teams. Gregoire joined Intertek in 2013 and prior to
his current role as VP Food Services, he served as the Global Director of Strategic Business Development for Food
Services based in Paris, France.
Gregoire is currently based in Chicago, IL, USA.

Dan Fabricant- Executive Director / CEO, Natural Products Association
Daniel Fabricant, Ph.D. is Executive Director and CEO of the Natural Products Association (NPA), the nation’s largest
and oldest trade organization representing the natural products industry. Recently, he served as the Director of the
Division of Dietary Supplement Programs at the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA). Prior to the FDA, Dr.
Fabricant was vice president, global government and scientific affairs, for NPA. He earned a Ph.D. in Pharmacognosy
from the University of Illinois at Chicago, where he has served as an adjunct professor in the Department of Medicinal
Chemistry and Pharmacognosy since 2009.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Joy Joseph- President, Joy’s Quality Management Systems
Joy Joseph is the President of Joy’s Quality Management Systems. Her company specializes in the implementation of
the Dietary Supplement Current Good Manufacturing Practices through training programs and facility auditing. She is
the former Vice President of Quality, Technical Operations, Scientific Affairs and R & D for Pharmavite LLC. Her
expertise encompasses both in the Pharmaceutical and Dietary Supplement industries.
She received her B.S. in Chemistry from Xavier University and her M.B.A. in Technology Management from the
University of Phoenix.
Ms. Joseph is a member of the USP Expert Committee on Dietary Supplements-Non Botanical and Co-Chair of the
Dietary Supplements and Herbal Medicines Nomenclature Subcommittee. She is a charter member for the American
Association of Pharmaceutical Sciences. She is a member of the Counsel for Responsible Nutrition (CRN) Regulatory
Affairs Committee. She also enjoys memberships in the AHPA, the NPA and UNPA. She serves on several Scientific
Advisory Boards, including the University of California, School of Pharmacy. Ms. Joseph serves as scientific advisor to
Tablet and Capsule trade journal. In 2006, she authored a book chapter, “Regulation and Quality Issues Worldwide” for
Regulation of Functional Foods and Nutraceuticals: A Global Perspective, and another in 2008 in “Pharmaceutical
Dosage Forms: Tablets” Third Edition.
Working with the CRN and other trade associations, Ms. Joseph played a key role in drafting the original GMP
guidelines submitted to FDA for consideration in formulating the final rule.
In her career as a consultant to the Dietary Supplement Industry, since 2005 she has primarily concentrated on
implementation of the dietary supplement “Good Manufacturing Practices”. She also offers expertise in formulations
and regulatory affairs for foods, drugs, and dietary supplement products. She is an ASQ certified Quality Auditor.
She is the Course Director for the Dietary Supplement cGMP Training Program and an instructor in Granulation and
Encapsulation, with the Center for Professional Advancement.
Recently, she became a Lead trainer for 21CRF Part 117, Good Manufacturing Practice, Hazard Analysis and RiskBased Preventive Controls for Human Food.

Peg Toledo- Principal- Counsel, Arnold & Porter
Peg Carew Toledo do has joined Arnold & Porter the firm's Environmental practice as counsel. Ms in Dec 2018. Toledo is
a California certified appellate specialist and has more than 20 years of experience defending and counseling companies
on California's unique toxics law, Proposition 65. She will be resident in the firm's San Francisco office and in
Sacramento.
Ms. Toledo is one of California's prominent Proposition 65 defense lawyers. She has deep experience in compliance
advice, regulatory advocacy, and litigation defense, including significant appellate matters. She has handled cases
alleging exposure to a variety of Proposition 65 listed chemicals including lead, cadmium, phthalates (DEHP, DBP, BBP
and DINP), cocamide DEA, benzophenone, formaldehyde, arsenic, mercury, acrylamide, toluene, benzene,
progesterone, PCBs and flame retardants. In addition to Proposition 65 litigation, Ms. Toledo has developed Proposition
65 compliance programs and performed compliance audits of existing products.
Prior to joining Arnold & Porter, Ms. Toledo was in private practice in Sacramento. She has served in the California
Attorney General's Office, and as a law clerk to the Honorable Warren J. Ferguson, a Senior Judge on the United States
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.
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Michael McGuffin- President, American Herbal Product Association
8630 Fenton St., #918 Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 588-1171 x201 / mmcguffin@ahpa.org
Michael McGuffin is the president of the American Herbal Products Association (AHPA) and has been active in the herbal
industry since 1974. He has owned and managed both retail and manufacturing businesses in this field.
Michael also serves on the Boards of Directors of the American Herbal Pharmacopoeia and United Plant Savers, and on
the Advisory Boards of the USC School of Pharmacy Regulatory Science Master's Degree Program and of the
Appalachian Beginning Forest Farmer Coalition. In addition, he is the managing editor of AHPA’s Botanical Safety
Handbook, first (1997) and second (2013) editions, and of Herbs of Commerce, 2nd edition (2000).
Michael was presented the Cliff Adler “Heart in Business” award in 1994 and the Nutrition Business Journal Award for
Efforts on Behalf of Industry in 2004 and in 2011. He was inducted into New Hope Natural Media’s “Hall of Legends” in
March 2013.

Richard Cleland- Assistant Director, Division of Advertising Practices, Federal Trade Commission
Richard Cleland joined the Federal Trade Commission’s Division of Advertising Practices in 1991. In 1996, he was
appointed Assistant to the Director of the Bureau of Consumer Protection and, in 1998, he was appointed Assistant
Director of the Division of Service Industry Practices. He currently serves as Assistant Director of the Division of
Advertising Practices, and his primary area of expertise is the advertising and marketing of health-related products and
services. He also supervises many of the Commission’s health fraud and weight-loss product and service law
enforcement initiatives. Cleland supervised the FTC’s review of the Endorsement and Testimonial Guides, and he
recently supervised the revision of the FTC’s guidance on making effective disclosures on the Internet and other digital
platforms (.com Disclosures). Recent projects have included social media marketing and native advertising. Prior to
joining the Federal Trade Commission, Cleland served as Special Assistant Attorney General and Director of the
Division of Consumer Protection in the Iowa Attorney General’s Office.
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Daryll Sullivan - Director of Industry and Regulatory Affairs at Eurofins Food Integrity and Innovation
An experienced executive and scientist. Has lead research and development teams that have developed and validated
test methods for food, nutritional products, and dietary supplements. Has designed and implemented testing programs
in the US, Asia, Europe, and South America.
Specialties: Considered an expert in test method development and validation.

Guru Ramanathan Ph.D., MBA

Dr. Guru Ramanathan is Chief Innovation Officer and Senior Vice President for Pittsburgh based General
Nutrition Corporation (GNC). His responsibilities include Scientific Affairs, Regulatory Compliance,
Quality Assurance and Control, Clinical Trials Management, Technology Acquisition, Alliance
Management and Product Development for GNC’s Global Markets.
Dr. Ramanathan’s industry experience spans Clinical care, Pharma, Consumer health, Animal health and the
Retail sectors. Prior to his current appointment with GNC, Dr. Ramanathan was a Senior Director for Royal
Numico’s US subsidiaries. BeforeDietary
this he wasSupplement
Medical DirectorConsortium
for the US subsidiary of Scotia Pharmaceuticals.
He has also held various industry consulting, research and teaching appointments in India and the US.
Dr. Ramanathan holds an MBA from Duke University’s Fuqua School of Business focused on global business
practices. He earned his Ph.D. from Tufts University in Healthcare Innovation Management.
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