Mountain Bikers at
Allegheny Adventure
X-Fest

Stand Up Paddleboard
at Stonycreek
Rendezvous

Hydroponics at
the Sandyvale
Greenhouse

Garden at Vine Street Church

Greater Prospect Store

2014 Annual Report
1,000 “Likes” and...

$14 Million!
Almost $14.5 million in grants were awarded for a wide variety of
Johnstown projects over the past two years while Lift Johnstown
continued to sign up volunteers for dozens of organizations and
exceeded 1,000 “Likes” on Facebook.
The biggest single grant, nearly
$2 million, will renovate the
historic Conrad Building, where
roof-top dining is anticipated
overlooking the Stonycreek River
at Franklin and Vine Streets.



Entrepreneurs, makers to revamp economy



Lift hits 1,000 ‘Likes’ on Facebook



Branding region as hub for outdoor fun



Arts and cultural venues receive grants



$6.7 million in transportation grants



Volunteer Spotlight Award winners



List of grants received

Many of the entrepreneurial, arts,
transportation, recreation and
other grants are summarized in Conrad Building sketch.
this report, highlighting progress toward re-inventing Johnstown as
a vibrant small city.
There’s a bigger picture: a volunteer who donated hundreds of
hours to re-wire the Greater Prospect Store; a woman who,
every week, comes with kind words for individuals in hospice;
events that are re-branding the area as a hub for outdoor
recreation; people getting dirt under their nails planting
community gardens.... The big picture is about the people who
collectively are changing our community.

Hub for Outdoor Recreation
Allegheny Adventure X-Fest will become a
signature event in re-branding the area as a
destination for boating, bicycling, hiking,
fishing, even geocaching and orienteering.

Local organizations are also planning recreational outings in conjunction with events
that attract people, such as the Flood City
Music Festival.

Turnout for the first AAX was hampered
with cold, rainy weather, but area organizations and the Greater Johnstown/
Cambria County Convention & Visitors
Bureau already are planning the annual
event for Oct. 2-4, 2015.

Other events promote our phenomenal
recreational assets. For instance, the
Benscreek Canoe Club attracts 1,200 people to the annual Stonycreek Rendezvous.
A survey of participants indicate that
roughly $200,000 was spent that weekend.

Within a few years, the secret should get
out: within an hour of Johnstown, people
can do any form of outdoor recreation
they want at various levels: rail-trails or
mountain-biking, whitewater or flatwater
boating; downhill or cross-country skiing, a
walk in the woods or rappelling off cliffs.

Meanwhile, construction is anticipated this
year on improvements to Whitewater
Park and the Quemahoning Lake mountain
-bike trails, a major grant was awarded for
a spur of the Ghost Town Trail and a missing link on the Path of the Flood was
closed recently.

Arts and Culture Flourishing
ArtWorks in Johnstown is getting a green
roof for outdoor use and has merged with
Bottle Works Art Center
to create a synergistic
cultural hub in the burgeoning Cambria City Cultural District.
Just down 3rd Avenue,
accessible rest rooms are
being built in the former
Immaculate
Conception
Church, now the Grand
Halle on Broad Street.

Downtown, the Johnstown Flood Museum
is moving toward a major renovation and
the Cambria County War
Memorial Arena is getting
upgrades in its ice-making
and other infrastructure.
The Greater Prospect Store
opened as a co-op that receives fresh produce from
several of the local community gardens and from
Sandyvale Memorial Gardens, which has a greenhouse, all of which are part
of a model urban-agriculture
initiative.

Down Power Street, the
former Ss. Casimir &
Bottle Works
Emerick Church has been
The YMCA has raised over $1.2 million
leased to entrepreneurs who are planning
for a major renovation and upgrade.
another cultural attraction, while an overall plan for Cambria City is being develWhew, there’s a lot going on in the arts
oped by the City.
and cultural arenas of Johnstown!

Herb Sitton, 2nd from left, receives the
Volunteer Spotlight Award for rewiring the Greater Prospect Store.

Spotlight Winners
Six people were presented Lift’s Volunteer Spotlight Award in 2014.
Don Tedjeske for work at the Saint
Vincent DePaul Soup Kitchen and
Thrift Store, Herb Sitton for work at
Gre ate r Prosp ect Sto re, Rob
McCombie and Steve Coy for building
a link of the Path of the Flood Trail,
Renee George for Produce to the People, and Rose Howarth for support of
the West End Improvement Group,
the Steeples Project and other projects.
See the volunteer registry at
www.LiftJohnstown.org or come to
our Project Party on April 16, 2015, to
learn how you can help.

Many Grants Reshaping Our Community
Most projects listed on the opposite page were at least mentioned in the news, but few people have grasped the magnitude of progress.
Lift Johnstown has had little or nothing to do with some of these grants, but we continually promote collaboration to connect and strengthen the vision of a vibrant, re-invented city.
The biggest set of grants is for transportation: $2 million to better connect into the Downtown from Route
56, $848,000 to renovate the train station, $2 million to improve access to the former Lower Cambria Works
of Bethlehem Steel Corp. and $1.7 million to renovate the Main Street East parking garage and stimulate investment downtown.

Grants to Johnstown-Area Projects, 2013-14
Project
Conrad Building Downtown

Grants total
$2,000,000

Funding Sources
EDA (plus loans: Penelec Sust. E. Fund $500k, City $333k)

Conrad Building planning/design

$35,000

Appalachian Regional Commission $25k, CFA $10k

Johnstown façade program

$50,000

DCED Keystone Cmtys prog 2013

Inc.U, UPJ entrepreneurial program

$500,000

DCED D2P2

Entrepreneurial Alchemy

$200,000

DCED D2P2

Adjustment to jobs lost in defense

$315,976

U.S. Dept. of Defense Economic Adjustment Grant

Creator Square

$35,200

CFA

JARI Workforce Readiness

$40,000

CFA

Subtotal
Route 56-Washington Street

$3,176,176 Subtotal business/entrepreneurial
$470,000

US EDA

Route 56 at Inclined Plane

$1,500,000

Route 56 at Inclined Plane

$50,000

CFA

Iron Street improvements

$1,200,000

EDA

Iron Street improvements

$850,000

DCED

Train Station-JAHA

$848,000

PennDOT multi-modal

Train Station-JAHA

$39,000

Main St East garage

$1,155,000

Main St East garage

$555,000

Subtotal
YMCA

PennDOT smart transportation

PHMC
CFA multi-modal transport
PennDOT multi-modal

$6,667,000 Subtotal transportation
$1,200,000

PA Economic Growth Initiative $1M, CFA $200,000

War Memorial upgrades

$600,000

$300,000 each from DCNR and DCED

JAHA-Johnstown Flood Museum

$750,000

RKMellon

Art Works Green Roof

$212,500

DEP Growing Greener

Art Works Green Parking Lot

$100,000

Commonwealth Financing Authority

Art Works expansion/merger

$50,000

CFA

Grand Halle on Broad rest rooms

$66,500

PHMC, CFA, Cambria County Alliance for Business & Industry

Greater Prospect Store (co-op)

$80,000

CFA

Ghost Town Trail

$908,500

Commonwealth Financing Authority multi-modal transport

Whitewater Park II

$353,500

DCNR $160k, RKMellon Fndn $160k, CFA $33,500

Path of the Flood

$40,000

DCED

Conemaugh Gap gateway

$50,200

CFA

Cambria City Planning

$50,000

PHMC $25k, CFA, city

Que Mtn Bike trails

$48,000

CFA, Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau, REI Inc.

Goodwill Bridges Out of Poverty

$40,000

CFA

$50,000

CFA

Greater Jtwn School Dist PATH Program

Subtotal

GRAND TOTAL

$4,599,200 Subtotal culture, recreation, education

$14,442,376

CFA: Community Foundation for the Alleghenies
D2P2: Discovered in PA, Developed in PA
DCED: PA Department of Community & Economic Development

PHMC: Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission
EDA: federal Economic Development Administration
DCNR: PA Department of Conservation & Natural Resources

Entrepreneurs, Makers
to Revamp Economy
“Pitchfests” and “makers”, the new lingo of economic development
around Johnstown as several new initiatives were launched in 2014.
Pitt Johnstown launched new courses for “wanna-be” entrepreneurs and received a $500,000 grant for Inc. U, a broader effort to
create business start-ups in collaboration with Penn State and
Bucknell Universities. That set the stage for Pitt Johnstown to announce its new Division of Business and Enterprise in January 2015.
The locally driven Entrepreneurial Alchemy (EA) received a
$200,000 grant to support
meet-ups and more formal ways of encouraging
people to start businesses,
with both Pitt Johnstown
and EA now supporting
“pitchfests” patterned on
Shark Tank. People compete on the basis of their
Students envision business.
business plans with the
winners getting financial and technical assistance to start their enterprise.
Creator Square will renovate three apartments overlooking Central Park in the Downtown for use by “makers,” people who make

Lift Hits 1,000 ’Likes’ on Facebook
Tabitha Studer, shown
here with her family,
won the prize for being
among the first 1,000
people to “like” Lift
Johnstown on Facebook.
Join the fun and get engaged in what’s happening by “liking” Lift, too.
Or check us out on Twitter, where we always encourage people
to “tweet” the positive things going on in our community.

practical or artsy products that they can sell. In some cases,
the “makers” can develop ways to manufacture or assemble
their products in bulk, growing into new industry for our area.
A U.S. Defense Department grant will help Cambria County
recover from loss of defense jobs, with some of that money
and a Community Foundation for the Alleghenies grant going
into Creator Square.
The Conrad Building is a simpler approach to economic development.
It entails renovation of an historic, triangular
“flatiron” building into an education center with a restaurant
on the first floor that can serve food on its rooftop overlooking the Stonycreek River.

Get Involved through ‘Project Party’
Lift Johnstown’s 4th annual “Project Party” will be held April
16, 2015 at the Frank J. Pasquerilla Conference Center in
Downtown Johnstown. Last year, over 200 volunteers signed
up with more than 65 local organizations that had tables explaining what kind of help is needed.
People of all ages and ability are encouraged to attend between noon and 6 p.m. Volunteers with many levels of skills
and various skill sets are needed. The American Red Cross
will hold a blood drive at the Project Party. There will be
music, food, and light refreshments.

Lift Johnstown supported by...

#LiftJohnstown
Lift Johnstown
www.liftjohnstown.org

