
Research Based Instructional Strategies 

Helping Students Process New Content 

Helping Students Process New Content: Engaging student groups in processing 
and generating conclusions about new content. 

Two-Column Notes: Two-column note taking is an especially useful method for 
detailed and technical information. The act of separating main ideas from details 
strengthens the understanding and memory of the content area. 

Cornell-Style Notes: The Cornell method provides a systematic format for 

condensing and organizing notes. 

Interactive Notebook: Interactive notebooks are used for class notes as well 

as for other activities where the student will be asked to express his/her own 
ideas and process the information presented in class. 

Abbreviations: Use abbreviations to increase the writing rate. 

Quick Writes: A motivating pre-reading activity that prepares students either 
for reading new material or reviewing material in preparation for understanding 

new information to be read. 

How to Write a Summary: SMRT English Video. 

Summarizing: Summarizing teaches students how to discern the most 

important ideas in a text, how to ignore irrelevant information, and how to 
integrate the central ideas in a meaningful way. 

Chunking Content: Chunking refers to the strategy of breaking down 
information into bite-sized pieces so the brain can more easily digest new 
information. 

 

Helping Students Record and Represent Knowledge 

Helping Students Record and Represent Knowledge : Engaging students in 

activities that require recording and representing knowledge emphasizing 
creation of a variety of types of models that organize and summarize the 
important content. 

Voki Avatars: Create custom avatars that you can add your voice to and post 

on a website, blog, or profile. 

Prezi Presentations: Prezi is a virtual whiteboard that transforms presentations 
from monologues into conversations: enabling people to see, understand, and 
remember ideas. 

Graphic Organizers: Help your students structure writing projects, to help in 

problem solving, decision making, studying, planning research and 
brainstorming. 

https://www.palmbeachschools.org/staffdev/processing/
http://www.landmarkoutreach.org/publications/spotlight/two-column-method-note-taking
http://coe.jmu.edu/learningtoolbox/cornellnotes.html
http://interactive-notebooks.wikispaces.com/
http://www.how-to-study.com/study-skills/en/28.asp
http://www.learningpt.org/literacy/adolescent/strategies/quickwrites.php
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eGWO1ldEhtQ
http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/summarizing/
http://theelearningcoach.com/elearning_design/chunking-information/
https://www.palmbeachschools.org/staffdev/recordrepresent/
https://www.palmbeachschools.org/staffdev/recordrepresent/
http://www.voki.com/
http://prezi.com/
http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/


Venn Diagrams: An archive of various venn diagram templates. 

Double Bubble Diagram: Compare items using a double bubble graphic 
organizer. 

Concept Map Generator: Generate your own concept maps. 

Comparison Matrix: A matrix to compare any items. 

PowerPoint Games: Games for all courses created in the PowerPoint format. 

Talk a Mile a Minute: Game for introducing new terms. 

 

Give One Get One: Great for review or hooking students into a new lesson. 

Classroom Games: A variety of games for the classroom. 

Role Playing: An activity that presents the student with a valuable opportunity 
to learn content and perspectives. 

Interactive Notebooks: Enables students to be creative, independent thinkers 
and writers. 

Cornell-Style Notes: The Cornell method provides a systematic format for 

condensing and organizing notes. 

Two-Column Notes: Two-column note taking is an especially useful method for 

detailed and technical information. The act of separating main ideas from details 
strengthens the understanding and memory of the content area. 

Summarizing: Summarizing teaches students how to discern the most 
important ideas in a text, how to ignore irrelevant information, and how to 

integrate the central ideas in a meaningful way. Teaching students to summarize 
improves their memory for what is read. 

Hands-on Learning Opportunities: Dry Erase 
Boards, Models, Specimens, Puzzles, Geoboards, Computers, Experiments, Proje

cts. 

Helping Students Revise Knowledge 

Helping Students Revise Knowledge  Engaging students in revision of previous 
knowledge by correcting errors and misconceptions as well as adding new 
information. 

Revising Notes: Improve student memory and retention of knowledge while 

revising. 

Academic Review: Promote learning in fun and helpful ways. 

Peer Feedback: Provide a shorthand way of communicating from student to 

student. 

http://www.venndiagramtemplate.net/
http://teacherresourcesgalore.com/thinking/comparison_bubbles.doc
http://www.nwmissouri.edu/library/courses/research/conceptMap.html
http://www.educationworld.com/tools_templates/cc_nov2002.doc
http://people.uncw.edu/ertzbergerj/ppt_games.html
http://www.psd1.org/cms/lib4/WA01001055/Centricity/Domain/30/Talk_a_Mile_a_Minute.pdf
http://freeology.com/back-to-school/give-one-get-one-activity/
http://www.multiplication.com/teach/classroom-games
http://serc.carleton.edu/introgeo/roleplaying/index.html
http://interactive-notebooks.wikispaces.com/
http://coe.jmu.edu/learningtoolbox/cornellnotes.html
http://www.landmarkoutreach.org/publications/spotlight/two-column-method-note-taking
http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/summarizing/
https://www.palmbeachschools.org/staffdev/revising-knowledge/
https://www.reading.ac.uk/internal/studyadvice/StudyResources/Exams/sta-revision.aspx
http://www.teachhub.com/top-12-ways-rev-classroom-review-strategies
http://www.assessmentforlearning.edu.au/professional_learning/peer_feedback/peer_strategies_enhance.html


Assignment Revision: Students can learn to differentiate the need to work first 
on revision in terms of ideas and structure first and later work on editing in 

terms of grammar, spelling, and proofreading. 

Identifying Critical Content 

Identifying Critical Content: The teacher continuously identifies accurate critical 
content during a lesson or part of a lesson that portrays a clear progression of 
information that leads to deeper understanding of the content. 

Verbal Cues: Communicating by signs accompanying words used in speech. 

Dramatic Instruction: Activate learning through the arts. 

Advance Organizers: Quick and easy tools to help students understand, retain, 
and remember new learning. 

Visual Cues: Incorporate visual cues to help students that have a difficult time 

processing what is heard. 

Storytelling: Use storytelling in the classroom as a teaching strategy. 

Linking Prior Knowledge: Allow the students to link what they already know to 

what they are about to learn. 

 

http://www.studygs.net/writing/revising.htm
https://www.palmbeachschools.org/staffdev/identifying-critical-content/
http://www.speech2u.com/2014/11/clue-into-your-cues-verbal-cues.html
http://dbp.theatredance.utexas.edu/teaching_strategies
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwigqIqK77TOAhWIDsAKHXrCAEQQFggjMAI&url=http%3A%2F%2Fstudy.com%2Facademy%2Flesson%2Fadvanced-organizers-in-the-classroom-teaching-strategies-advantages.html&usg=AFQjCNH8RmU8pnB7nUD2NEP829KIiNE5lA&sig2=wdGVKg5Vps4YhiX4Fm7Z0w&bvm=bv.129389765,d.eWE
https://child1st.com/blogs/resources/113513799-8-examples-of-how-to-use-visual-cues-with-visual-learners
http://www.teachhub.com/storytelling-classroom-teaching-strategy
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/prior-knowledge-tapping-into-often-classroom-rebecca-alber

