The local community fund for
the Harrogate district benefitting
our people and communities

Ways to get
involved
Join ‘Friends of THE LOCAL FUND for
the Harrogate District’
THE LOCAL FUND for the Harrogate
District relies on the support of individuals
and businesses in the communities it
benefits. Friends of THE LOCAL FUND
is a group of like-minded people and
organisations who wish to encourage
charitable giving and gain support for
THE LOCAL FUND for the Harrogate
District
A ‘Friend’ would act as an ambassador
for the fund at events and meetings to
encourage support for the Fund. This
support could include any of the following:
•	Helping to spread the word about the
Fund
•	Identifying potential donors and
applicants to the Fund
• Promoting different ways to give
•	Making a donation, though this is not a
pre-requisite
• Setting up your own fund*
•	Considering leaving a gift to the Fund
in your will

Who can become a Friend?
Anyone who cares passionately about
the Harrogate district and would like to
make a difference to local people and our
communities is urged to become a Friend.
There is no cost to joining though we do ask
for a modest time commitment from you
to help ensure the success of THE LOCAL
FUND.

Benefits of being
a Friend
THE LOCAL FUND will help to
transform the lives of vulnerable
people in need across the
Harrogate district, including Ripon,
Knaresborough, Masham, Pateley
Bridge, Boroughbridge, and all of the
surrounding areas. By becoming a
‘Friend’ you will be making a tangible
contribution to the Harrogate district
both now and into the future. In
addition, Friends benefit from:
•	Positive PR from being associated
with this high profile Fund.
•	Feel good factor for you and/or
employees by supporting the
communities in which you/they live
and work
•	Attending events and meeting
people you have helped, as well as
connecting with other Friends
•	Receiving regular up-dates about
THE LOCAL FUND
•	If you are a business, exclusive use
of our ‘Friend of THE LOCAL FUND
for Harrogate District’ logo

* Individuals and businesses can set up their own named fund under the banner of THE LOCAL FUND.
These individual funds can be personalised to the donors’ particular areas of interests, or specific geographical
area within the Harrogate district, with funds restricted for distribution accordingly.

Funding starts here for local charities
and community groups
THE LOCAL FUND for the Harrogate District will provide grant funding to
local community groups and charities across the district. It will focus on
addressing local need by supporting the work of community groups and
charities whose work is dedicated to improving the lives of local people.

D

espite the perceived affluence of the
area, The Vital Signs Report for the
Harrogate District has highlighted some
significant issues relating to poverty and
social isolation in our area. THE LOCAL
FUND for the Harrogate District seeks to
address this need in the form of grants to
local organisations involved with assisting
people in our communities.

Who will benefit?
The fund will be open to all eligible local
community groups and charities from
across the Harrogate district whose remit
is to improve the lives of local people. It will
be particularly beneficial to smaller groups
and organisations, who do not always have
the resources to develop partnerships with
local businesses or to continually apply for
funds from grant-giving bodies. The fund
also seeks to make funding available for
causes often ineligible for larger national
grants, due to the relative affluence of the
Harrogate district.

Who is behind it?
THE LOCAL FUND for the Harrogate
District is being formed by a three-way
partnership between Harrogate Borough
Council, Harrogate & Ripon Centres
for Voluntary Services and Two Ridings
Community Foundation.

Why is it being set up?
The Fund is being established in response
to ongoing pressure on public sector
budgets which are likely to reduce access to
local authority grants in future and also in
response to existing schemes being oversubscribed. The Fund also aims to develop
philanthropic giving in the Harrogate
district. Just 26% of charitable donations
in the UK go to local /small charities and
86% of charities have an annual income
under £500,000. THE LOCAL FUND aims to
redress this imbalance.

How big is the Fund?
It will comprise of donations from
organisations and individuals, the
Harrogate District Lottery and dormant
trust funds. As well as funds for ongoing
immediate distribution from mid 2018, the
aim is to build a significant endowment
fund of £2m by December 2019. As a result,
the ongoing income will provide a legacy of
charitable grant-giving for the long term.

How will organisations and
groups be able to apply?
A transparent set of application guidelines
will be laid out and applications will
be made via the fund manager at Two
Ridings Community Foundation, principally
via www.trcf.org.uk/tlfharrogate. An
independent panel of people from the
Harrogate district will oversee the
distribution of funds.

The Vital Signs Report for the
Harrogate District
This report is intended to act as a guide to charitable giving locally,
by identifying areas of need.

T

wo Ridings Community Foundation
published this report in November 2017.
Despite being perceived as an affluent
area, we face a significant number of social
issues right on our doorstep. Issues such as
loneliness and isolation, poverty and social
exclusion and poor mental or physical health
were found to be particularly acute in the
Harrogate district for vulnerable, elderly and/
or disabled people, and particularly prevalent
in our rural communities. Here are a few
headlines from the report.
•	2,000 children live in poverty across
Knaresborough, Pateley Bridge,
Boroughbridge, Ripon and Harrogate
• 5,900 households are living in fuel poverty
•	The incidence of depression is higher than
the national average
•	Over 16,000 people provide unpaid care,
and many of these carers report being at
breaking point because they feel lonely,
isolated and/or depressed.
The Vital Signs Report for the
Harrogate District can be downloaded
via www.trcf.org.uk/tlfharrogate
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THE LOCAL FUND provides a starting point
for individuals, charitable organisations
and businesses to think about their role in
tackling such issues and how local giving can
make a difference.

Supporting community groups and
charities in their work
THE LOCAL FUND for the Harrogate District will provide grant funding
to support the many local organisations hard at work tackling the social
issues outlined in The Vital Signs report for the Harrogate District.

H

ere are some examples of work already
being done across the area thanks to local
grant making by Two Ridings Community
Foundation and Harrogate Borough Council.
THE LOCAL FUND will provide a sustainable
source of funding to build on this work and
make a difference locally.

Young Carers Boxing Club
There are estimated to be around 180 young
carers in Harrogate town alone. Many carers
report being at breaking point because
they feel lonely, isolated, depressed and
are struggling with debt from long hours of
unpaid work.
Harrogate Borough Council funded a weekly
boxing club for young carers to meet and
socialise with other young people in a similar
situation to themselves.
“The young carers loved the boxing
sessions. They pushed themselves
physically and mentally and increased
their overall health and wellbeing. We
have very limited money, so it was great to
be able to respond to this idea which came
from the young carers themselves.”
Carers Resource

Harrogate Homeless Project
155 people not eligible for council assistance
were referred to the Harrogate Homeless
Project (HHP) in 2016/17. 100 people received
the offer of a hostel bedroom and the others
were provided with assistance. In 2016/17
the hostel occupancy was over 90%. In May
2017 32 people on average attended each
day and 400 lunches were served at HHP’s
Springboard Day Centre.
Harrogate Homeless Project received a small
grant from the Surviving Winter fund in 2016.
“The individual payments have been really
useful for staff to be able to respond quickly
and appropriately to help individuals. This is
something we normally have no funding for
and so it made a real difference being able to
provide individual assistance immediately.”
Harrogate Homeless Project

How to find out more...
Whether you would like to find out more about how to apply
or make a contribution to THE LOCAL FUND for the Harrogate
District, or learn more about the The Vital Signs Report for the
Harrogate District, please contact the Development Manager at
Two Ridings Community Foundation.
Email: info@trcf.org.uk
Telephone: 01904 435277
Website: www.trcf.org.uk/tlfharrogate

How to donate
We welcome donations from small to large and these can be made via
the THE LOCAL FUND webpage using the donate button, or by contacting
the Development Manager at Two Ridings Community Foundation as above.
THE LOCAL FUND for the Harrogate District is managed and administered by Two Ridings Community
Foundation, Suite 1.34, The Innovation Centre, York Science Park, Innovation Way, York, YO10 5DG.
Charitable Incorporated Organisation Number: 1166471
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