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Belgium: the facts

Belgium is the very tiny country located in the north
western side of Europe. It borders Germany,
Luxembourg, France, the Netherlands and the North
Sea. Belgium is actually a very young country, only in
1830 after the Belgian revolution, Belgium was
recognised as an independent country. We’ve been
under the rule of many different countries during our
history, such as the Netherlands, Spain, Austria and
France and in our very early years by the Romans. The
name Belgium is actually derived from the Roman
province: Gallia Belgica. This is the main reason why we
have 3 official languages. In the Northern part
(Flanders) we speak Dutch, in the Southern part
(Wallonia) we speak French and in a small South
eastern part of Belgium we speak German, but in
Leuven everybody speaks Dutch.

Some facts
Population: Ca. 11 million
Total surface area: 30.528 km²
Capital: Brussels
Timezone: UTC+1
Electricity: Plugs are [o o]
Government type: Federal
parliamentary constitutional
monarchy (a.k.a. complicated)
King: Philippe of Belgium
Religion: mostly catholic
Currency: Euro
International phone code: +32
Languages: Dutch, French,
German
Coastline: 65 km
Driving at right side of the road

Belgium at its finest
Atomium in the capital Brussels.
Belgium is a very cultural rich
country with a lot of nice and
old historic cities.
If you’re visiting this country,
you should try to visit Brussels,
Ghent, Bruges and Antwerp.
Leuven is also a very beautiful
city, for which you will have time
enough to explore it while on
the Summer Course.

Bruges: Venice in Belgium.

The cosiest place in our
lovely Leuven.

One of the beautiful sights in
the south of Belgium.
Castle ‘Gravensteen’ in the
middle of Gent.

Belgian customs and cuisine
How we greet each other depends from person to
person. On formal occasions we give the ladies three
kisses on the cheek, while men shake hands. Within
friends people often give one kiss (for the Spanish
people: never two) or hug to greet each other. Don’t
be afraid to use your own customs, we are a very openminded people! Gastronomy is an important part of
Belgian culture, we just love eating and enjoying some
good beers. Our national dish are the famous Belgian
fries, they’re often eaten just on their own, but also
used in many famous Belgian dishes like: Mussels,
“Stoofvlees”, “Vol-au- vent”. We‘re also known for our
vast collection of beers. The most famous ones are the
Belgian Trappist beers, brewed by monks in an abbey,
who swore a vow of secrecy. The world’s largest beer
brewer (AB InBev) has his headquarters in Leuven! We
also like sweet stuff, you definitely should try our
famous Belgian chocolate and
waffles.

Do Belgians party?
Of course we do!
After the lectures, we will do a lot of social activities. To make friends, to explore each
other’s cultures but most of all: to make your journey unforgettable! E.g. you will attend an
international evening, where everyone can present their country with typical food and
drinks. Beside, an authentic Belgian cantus (we’re experienced) will be organised. That and
many other activities are waiting for you! You will find an overview of all the activities on
the schedule.
Leuven has the honour to have the longest bar of Europe. All these are located at the Old
Market, a very intimate place where you will find more than 50 bars close to each other.
You will love it!

COURSE INFORMATION
During the summer of 2018 you will
attend a series of lectures in the
prestigious university of KU Leuven.
The lectures will be given
by professors and experts in the
field of cryptography. The course
will touch on different subjecs such
as:

Key encryption
Bitcoins
Phone and e-mail security
E-passports
Crypto puzzles

The dorms are situated close to the
engineering campus so it does not take
a long time to move from one place to the
other.
Most of the commuting will be done by
bike, just like a regular belgian student, so
make sure you know how to properly ride
one.

Meeting Point
How do I travel to Belgium?
There are two big airports in Belgium, Brussels South Charleroi Airport
and Brussels National Airport. The easiest way is to fly to Brussels
National Airport.
If you travel by international train, you will most likely end up in Brussels.
Brussels has three main stations: in Dutch they are called Brussel Zuid,
Brussel Centraal and Brussel Noord. In French they are called Bruxelles
Midi, Bruxelles Central and Bruxelles Nord. In all of them you will be able to
catch a train going to Leuven. A few international trains stop in Antwerp and
Liège. There are good connections to Leuven from both stations. Check out
the website of the NMBS for more information and timetables. A 'Go pass
One' is the cheapest train ticket to travel inside Belgium. For sale in each
station.

How do I reach the meeting point?
From Brussels National Airport.
The cheapest option is to take the bus 616 directly to Leuven, you can get off the bus at
the bus stop 'Heverlee Kantineplein'. Then, only a small walk is left.
The other option is to take the train from Brussels National Airport to Leuven Station.
Once you're there you should take the bus 1 or 2 in the direction of 'Heverlee'. If you get
off the bus at the bus stop 'Heverlee Wezenplein', you are exactly at the dorms.
From Brussels South Airport Charleroi.
We recommend you to take a bus to Charleroi South Station. Then, you can take the
train directly to Leuven Station. You can buy a ticket for both the bus and the train at the
airport, specifically at the ticket machines close to entrance 2.
Once in Leuven Station, you should take the bus 1 or 2 in the direction of 'Heverlee'. If
you get off the bus at the bus stop 'Heverlee Wezenplein', you are exactly at the dorms.

Bus website: https://www.delijn.be/en
Check out our train website (NMBS)
Train website http://www.belgianrail.be

Meeting point
A map to help you out…

The address of the accommodation:
Huttelaan 30, 3001 Leuven (coordinates: 50.852896 4.690198)

Train drive from Brussels National Airport: €11
Normal train drive: €6
Bus drive: €3

Practical information
Useful things to know
 Leuven (French: Louvain) isn’t the
same city as Louvain-La-Neuve;
 You should be able to ride a bike,
this will be the main transport to go
to the lectures and parties.

Don’t forget…
 Passport or National Identity Card;
 Visa (If required);
 Travel/Health Insurance (If you’re from an EU member country, make sure you
bring your European Medical Card);
 Student ID Card / ISIC / EYC;
 Medicines (Better safe than sorry);
 Some pocket money for extra expenses (Euros);
 Money for Course fee (cash);

 Sheets for the bed (bedspread + pillowcase);
 Sleeping bag;







Swimsuit;
Sunscreen (there is a chance you’ll need it);
Towels and hygiene stuff;
Some fancy clothes for the official reception;
Raincoat (Always handy when it comes to our unpredictable weather);
For the International Evening make sure you bring your country’s flag and/or
scarf, songs and of course traditional food and drinks;
 Last but not least, the most important thing, YOU! With BEST mood and spirit to
work hard and party harder!

Your first Dutch words?
Yes/No
Hey!
My name is/ I’m …
Good morning/midday/evening
Goodbye
Please
Emergency exit
Entrance
Toilet
Thank you
What time is it?
Where is the exit, please?
When does the train/the bus/the
airplane leaves for XXX?
At which platform does the train/the
bus/the airplane leaves
for XXX?
Thank
you
One beer, please
What’s the price of this?
I’m hungry/thirsty
What’s the route to…?
Straight on
Right/left
Thank you
Excuse me, can u help me? I don’t
speak Dutch.
What does this mean?
Cheers
I need some help!
I like this.

Ja / Nee(n)
Hallo!
Mijn naam is / ik ben ...
Goeie morgen / middag / avond
Tot ziens, tot later
Alsjeblieft
Uitgang / Nooduitgang
Ingang
Toilet / WC
Dank u / Bedankt
Hoe laat is het?
Waar is de uitgang, alsjeblieft?
Wanneer vertrekt de trein/ de bus/
het vliegtuig naar XXX?
Op welk perron vertrekt de trein/ de
bus/ het vliegtuig naar XXX?
Een pint, alsjeblieft..
Hoeveel kost dit?
Ik heb honger / dorst.
Kan u mij de weg vertellen naar ... ?
Rechtdoor
Rechts / Links
Excuseer, kan u mij helpen? Ik spreek
geen Nederlands.
Wat betekent dit?
Schol, santé, proost...
Shpeelbeer, kom ne keer!
Vies shtijl make maat

ORGANIZERS
We can´t wait to recieve you in our amazing country. We want
to make those 10 days an amazing experience for all of you. If
you have any questions about the course, how to get here, etc.
You can contact the participants responsible (David).
See you soon!!

Participants responsible
David Pastor
email: david.krj@hotmail.es
telf: +34670511377

Main Organizer
Jarn Smets
+32499469268

