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Dear Library Supporters,

Welcome to the Second Annual Gala for the Foundation of the Yonkers 
Public Library!  No, time is not running faster than usual; it has only been 
7 months since we celebrated our inaugural Gala in October 2018! In 
this year of growth and experimentation, we are trying on Spring for size 
and hope it fits. 

In a very short time, you have already helped the Foundation support the  
Yonkers Public Library in many ways. The wildly successful 1000 Books 
before Kindergarten program is going strong, as is the Teacher in the  
Library program, thanks to Foundation support. While you are here, visit 
the Riverfront Art Gallery, where programming for teens offers creative 
arts workshops and meetings twice a week. This, too, is running with 
support from the Foundation.

We are delighted that you can join us tonight to enjoy the evening with 
friends and trailblazing author Sandra Cisneros, whose work speaks to 
the struggles and empowering effect of growing up Latina in the US,  
a theme that resonates for anyone who has had to bridge cultures. 
Funds raised tonight will support YPL’s programming, with a focus in 
2019 on teen and young adult services. Among the initiatives we hope 
to support are extending homework help to high school students and  
to offer expanded art-related programming for teens and families  
in RIverfront Art Gallery.

Nancy Maron 
President 
Foundation for the  
Yonkers Public Library

Anietra Guzmán-Santana 
President, Board of Trustees 
Yonkers Public Library

 @foundationforypl

@foundationforypl

@foundationypl
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Spring Gala
MAY 20, 2019 

6:00	 Cocktail Hour

7:15	 Welcome 	
	 Nancy Maron 
	 President,  
	 Foundation for the  
	 Yonkers Public Library

7:20	 Live Auction

7:30	 Guest Author   
	 Sandra Cisneros

8:15	 Booksigning
	 Dessert is served 

Catering provided by Le Moulin
Music provided by the Joey Berkley Band
Bookselling provided by Womrath Book Shop
Photography provided by Ms. Davis Photography 
Graphic Design by PearTree Designs
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Silent Auction 
Visit the Silent Auction to place your bid  
on a phenomenal selection of goods  
and services before the night is done!

Special thanks  
to our auction donors:
Alamo Drafthouse 

Dobbs and Bishop Fine Cheese

Lee Romero

Patty Santos

The Writing Institute  
at Sarah Lawrence College

Please note 100% of proceeds from  
locally donated auction items go to  
The Foundation for the Yonkers Public Library,  
while we receive a portion of proceeds 
from other items on auction.
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Special Guest
SANDRA CISNEROS

Sandra Cisneros is a poet, short story 
writer, novelist, essayist, performer, and 
artist whose work explores the lives of 
the working-class. Her coming of age 
novel, The House on Mango Street, has 
sold over six million copies, has been 
translated into over twenty languages, 
and is required reading in high schools 
and universities across the country.

Her numerous awards include NEA fel-
lowships in both poetry and fiction, the 
Texas Medal of the Arts, a MacArthur 
Fellowship, several honorary doctor-
ates and national and international 
book awards, including Chicago’s 
Fifth Star Award, the PEN Center USA 
Literary Award, the Fairfax Prize,  

and the National Medal of the Arts awarded to 
her by President Obama in 2016. 

Most recently, she received the Ford Founda-
tion’s Art of Change Fellowship, was recognized 
among The Frederick Douglass 200, and won 
the PEN/Nabokov Award for international 
literature. Her classic, coming-of-age novel, 
The House on Mango Street, has sold over six 
million copies, has been translated into over 
twenty languages, and is required reading 
in elementary, high school, and universities 
across the nation. 

Sandra Cisneros is a dual citizen of the  
United States and Mexico. 
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FYPL Accomplishments
Since the Foundation launched in 2018 and through your  
generous support, we have successfully:

✔	�Fully funded the 1000 Books  
Before Kindergarten program  
in all branches in 2019

✔	�Underwritten the Homework Help 
(“teacher in the library”) program 
at all branches for 2019,   
supporting students in grades 1–7

✔	�Identified corporate grants for 
the library that have brought 
VR technology to  
patrons and helped to  
kick-start a vibrant new  
teen program, NEO, in the  
Riverfront Gallery in 2019

✔ �Identified a corporate donor to 
provide $12,000 in free games 
and puzzles to serve as 2018 
Summer Reading Rewards and 
restock activity offerings at each branch

✔ �Unveiled the beautiful Dedication Wall at Grinton I. Will  
Branch that utilizes panels from the original sunshades from 
building’s façade to memorialize patrons’ love of the library 
with personalized inscriptions

✔ �Sponsored Senior Law Day on June 1, 2019 at the Will 
Branch, including free educational seminars and one-on-one, 
15-minute consultations with attorneys and financial planners
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Partner ($5000)

Rick & Debbie Stoddard

Sound Associates

Trinity Associates, LLC.

Yonkers Industrial Development Agency

Enthusiast ($500)

Cross County Shopping Center 

Dan & Susan Thaler

Harris Beach PLLC

Keane & Beane

Devotee ($1000)

Altman Rentals 

Westchester Center for Jazz  
and Contemporary Music

Yonkers Fire Fighters Local 628

Advocate ($1500)

ASR/Domino Sugar

Milcon Construction

Thank You to Our Sponsors
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Celebrate the history of the library, 
while helping insure its future.
In May 2019, the Foundation installed the Will Library Dedication 
Wall, a testament both to our love for the original faade’s  
incomparable style, and to our collective desire to keep building 
the Yonkers Public Library for generations to come. The plaques 
used in the display have been cut from Grinton I. Will Library’s 
original sunshades. Plaques are still available and can be  
personalized with the inscription of your choice.
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to

On the Occasion of their

Spring Gala
With Special Thanks 

to the Members of the Foundation
for all your efforts in making our Libraries

the best in Westchester County.

MIKE SPANO
Mayor
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Learn more about how the Yonkers IDA 
can help your development project. 

(914) 509-8651 • yonkersida.com

YONKERS SALUTES

THE FOUNDATION FOR THE 
YONKERS PUBLIC LIBRARY

IS ON THE RISE
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Best wishes to my friends at the

FOUNDATION FOR THE

YONKERS PUBLIC LIBRARY

on the

SPRING GALA

SHELLEY B. MAYER

STATE SENATOR

37TH DISTRICT

THANK YOU TO THE FOUNDATION FOR

YOUR WORK TO SUPPORT AND ENRICH THE

PROGRAMMING, SPACES, & COLLECTIONS

OF THE LIBRARY.
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Trinity Associates, LLC
Trinity Management Associates Inc.  

Real Estate Development & 
Property Management    

Trinity Associates, LLC

117 Washington Avenue

Pleasantville, New York 10570

Telephone: (914) 789-5000

Facsimile: (914) 789-5104

www.trinityassociatesllc.com
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Congratulations Yonkers Public Li�ary

HON. NADER J. SAYEGH
NYS ASSEMBLYMAN · 90th DISTRICT

CRESTWOOD, GRINTON I. WILL, RIVERFRONT BRANCHES

Resource for a Learning Community
SPRING GALA - MAY 20TH, 2019

Honoring Guest Speaker 

Sandra Cisneros

35 E. Grassy Sprain Rd, Suite 406B, Yonkers, NY 10710
Phone: 914.779.8805 ǀ Fax: 914.779.8859
sayeghn@nyassembly.gov

Congratulations to the
Foundation for the 

Yonkers Public Library
on another successful year.

ELENA
GOLDBERG 

VELAZQUEZ
for YONKERS CITY COURT JUDGE
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PROUDLY SUPPORTS
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friendsofcrestwoodlibrary
@gmail.com

 friendsofypl@aol.com
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MICHAELA AND HENRY 
SCHAEFFER

Best Wishes



16

THE FOUNDATION  
FOR THE YONKERS  

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Nancy Maron 
President

Anietra Guzmán-Santana 
Vice-President

Joann Li 
Secretary

Rick Stoddard 
Treasurer

Anna Birrittella
Ed Falcone
Mary Hoar

Diana Lugo-Martinez
Alison Marra

Jaime Martinez
Teresa Pereira
Kathleen Ruen

Kofi Sansculotte

GALA COMMITTEE

Anna Birrittella
Anietra Guzmán-Santana

Wilson Kimball
Joann Li

Nancy Maron
Teresa Pereira
Edgar Santana

Amanda Saraceno

Ed Falcone 
Library Director

Susan Thaler 
Deputy Director

Shauna Porteus 
Community Services Librarian

YPL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Anietra Guzmán-Santana 
President

Nancy Maron 
Vice-President

Stephen Jannetti 
Treasurer

Josephine Ilarraza
Joseph Puglia
John Saraceno
Derrick Touba
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