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Discharge information for Guinea pig owners

ANAESTHESIA 
Your pet has been given an anaesthetic today.  Recovery may be associated with incoordination, drowsiness, irritability or excitement.  During the first 24 hours your pet should be kept warm and quiet, and kept away from other pets, children and loud noises.  Keeping the cage in a dark room can reduce stress.  

Feeding
Allow your pet access to food at all times.  See below for the note about tooth trimming.  Allow access to fresh water in a sipper bottle or bowl.  Your pet should be eating normally within 12 hours of the surgery.  If this is not the case, let us know without delay.

SURGICAL WOUNDS
 Please inspect the wounds daily and contact us if there is any swelling, discharge or bleeding.  If your pet is over-grooming their wounds contact us for advice.  Ensure bedding is clean and dry and changed regularly to avoid soiling the wounds.

Tooth Trimming
In some cases we will trim the patient’s front teeth to prevent them from chewing their sutures or wounds.  Their teeth grow back quickly so this is only temporary.  As your pet will be less able to cut large food items or graze grass, ensure foods are cut into smaller pieces or grated for the next 1 – 2 weeks.  Their chewing is unaffected.

Medication
Follow directions on any supplied medications.  These are essential to help your pet recover so let us know if you are having difficulty administering any of these.

Prolapses
Occasionally after castration surgery, irritation to the area causes the penis to become exteriorised.  This is temporary but in some patients it needs to be manually replaced.  Let us know if anything appears abnormal in the days after surgery.

REVISIT
Post op check required in _____ days  	
Suture check/removal required in _____ days  	

Other Instructions 
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