
 

 
8th GRADE  

Summer Reading List for upcoming 8th graders (2018-2019) 

All upcoming 8th graders will be required to read one book of their choice from 
the following list:  

Seraphina by Rachel Hartman 
In her New York Times bestselling and Morris Award-winning debut, Rachel Hartman introduces mathematical 
dragons in an alternative-medieval world to fantasy and science-fiction readers of all ages. Eragon-author 
Christopher Paolini calls them, "Some of the most interesting dragons I've read in fantasy." 
Four decades of peace have done little to ease the mistrust between humans and dragons in the kingdom of 
Goredd. Folding themselves into human shape, dragons attend court as ambassadors, and lend their rational, 
mathematical minds to universities as scholars and teachers. As the treaty's anniversary draws near, however, 
tensions are high. 
Seraphina Dombegh has reason to fear both sides. An unusually gifted musician, she joins the court just as a 
member of the royal family is murdered—in suspiciously draconian fashion. Seraphina is drawn into the 
investigation, partnering with the captain of the Queen's Guard, the dangerously perceptive Prince Lucian 
Kiggs. While they begin to uncover hints of a sinister plot to destroy the peace, Seraphina struggles to protect 
her own secret, the secret behind her musical gift, one so terrible that its discovery could mean her very life. 
 
Juvie Three by Gordon Korman 

Gecko, Terence, and Ajay are serving time in juvenile detention centers until they get a second 
chance. Douglas Healy, a former juvenile delinquent himself, takes them into his halfway house, 
hoping to make a difference in their lives. One night there is a scuffle, and Healy is accidentally 
knocked unconscious. When he awakes in the hospital, he has no memory of them or of the halfway 
house. Afraid of being sent back to Juvie, the guys hatch a crazy scheme to continue on as if the 
group leader never left.  
 
But if the boys are found out, their second chance will be their last. 
 
Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 
Lina is just like any other fifteen-year-old Lithuanian girl in 1941. She paints, she draws, she gets crushes on 
boys. Until one night when Soviet officers barge into her home, tearing her family from the comfortable life 
they've known. Separated from her father, forced onto a crowded and dirty train car, Lina, her mother, and her 
young brother slowly make their way north, crossing the Arctic Circle, to a work camp in the coldest reaches of 
Siberia. Here they are forced, under Stalin's orders, to dig for beets and fight for their lives under the cruelest of 
conditions. 
 
Lina finds solace in her art, meticulously--and at great risk--documenting events by drawing, hoping these 
messages will make their way to her father's prison camp to let him know they are still alive. It is a long and 
harrowing journey, spanning years and covering 6,500 miles, but it is through incredible strength, love, and 
hope that Lina ultimately survives. Between Shades of Gray is a novel that will steal your breath and capture 
your heart. 


