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Launch

A 

comprehensive plan is the primary planning policy 

document for a community. It is a long-term, 

strategic plan with a guiding vision and strategies 

for implementing the vision. The McCall Area 

Comprehensive Plan will shape future decisions related to new 

development, redevelopment, City programs, projects, budgets, 

and services. Perhaps most importantly, the comprehensive plan 

is the community’s voice. It provides the goals and prioritized 

actions that ensure critical decisions will be aligned with what’s 

important to the community. The McCall Area Comprehensive 

Plan Update and the Transportation Master Plan is ultimately  

adopted and updated by the McCall City Council and Valley 

County Board of Commissioners.

This Executive Summary serves as a map to the 

contents of the entire Plan and summarizes the 

planning process, big ideas, key opportunities, and 

the high-priority implementation strategies.

Louie Lake Reflections

Image Credit: Lambrousse, 

McCall Recreation
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Launch

MCCALL IN MOTION 
AT A GLANCE

Plan Organization

The Comprehensive Plan is organized into six Volumes: that can either be read together as 

one document or as standalone documents. 

Volume 1: Launch - This Executive Summary summarizes the contents of the entire 

Plan and summarizes the planning process, big ideas, key opportunities and objectives, 

and the high-priority implementation strategies.

Volume 2: Jump In - Presents the role and powers of the Plan, relationships to other 

plans, and the McCall Area development history. 

Volume 3: Vision In Motion - Presents outreach and engagement of the McCall In 

Motion process and the community vision. The vision presents a long-term view for what 

residents want for the future of their community. 

Volume 4: Existing Conditions - Presents a series of existing conditions that describe 

key trends. 

Volume 5: Dive Deep - Presents 12 plan elements organized by Plan Theme, their key 

trends and issues, and goals and policies for each. 

Goals set broad direction for the Plan by applying the community vision to the 12 plan 

elements. They identify, for each element, what the Comprehensive Plan is trying to achieve. 

Policies extend goals by providing more detail. They give more direct guidance on community 

decision making, without specifying which tools to use. The Policies are implemented by 

strategies (Volume 6).

Volume 6: Reflect - Outlines specific projects and strategies for City departments and 

partners to undertake with recommended timeframes. 
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Plan Themes

The Comprehensive Plan is organized 

around three main themes:

Our Character centers on the 

patterns of present and future land uses 

and community design. 

Our Economy covers primary assets 

of a livable community, housing, and 

economic sustainability. 

Our Connections focuses on travel 

connections in and around McCall 

through formal means, such as by vehicle 

and bicycle, but also connections to 

nature and play through McCall’s parks 

and recreation system. 

These three themes are repeated through 

each volume and serve as the foundation 

of the Comprehensive Plan. 

Although this Plan is written for 

McCall Area locals, it is written in the 

spirit to include anyone who loves 

McCall, anyone who lives and works 

here, anyone who visited and fell in 

love, anyone who shaped McCall’s 

past and might shape its future.

Kids Biking at JMR

Image Credit: http://www.

jugmountainranch.com/about-

the-ranch/photo-gallery/
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The Planning Process

VISION IN MOTION

McCall In Motion began with Vision In Motion, the 

community vision for the McCall Area (the City Limits and 

Area of Impact), which focuses on the identification and 

preservation of the area’s character, economy, connections, 

streets, and pathways. McCall offers world-class recreation, 

an unmatched quality of life, and small town mountain 

character and charm. The Vision Statement and Themes 

describe these unique qualities, and reaffirm the desire to 

preserve McCall’s character with the onset of inevitable 

changes and future growth. The visioning process began 

with community input sessions. 

Vision In Motion answered the following questions:

What do you love about McCall?

What would you change?

What are your big ideas for the future?

OUR VALUES

The passion of local residents was evident in the responses 

received during the community vision process, Based on 

the input from  over 1,000 plan participants, a set of values 

shared by both residents and visitors was identified: 

McCall’s Mountain Character

and Small Town Feel

Access to Natural Resources 

and Abundance of Recreation Amenities

A Family-Friendly Place

Healthy Living

An Intellectual Community

?
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OUR VISION
Plan participants articulated the overall community vision and objectives to accomplish the vision.

Our Vision 
McCall is a diverse, small town united to maintain a safe, clean, 

healthy, and attractive environment. It is a friendly, progressive 

community that is affordable and sustainable.

Our Character
Encourage the mountain character that is unique to McCall, 

representing a small town feel, while highlighting the natural setting 

and a quality built environment.

Our Economy
Support local businesses, entrepreneurship, and recreational tourism, 

while providing a variety of housing types to meet varied income 

levels and stages of life. 

Our Connections
Foster a sense of exploration and seek to enhance the recreational 

experience and mobility within the City for visitors and residents 

through safe walkable places, diverse transportation modes, and 

efficient transit choices.
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OUR BIG IDEAS
As part of the community outreach process for McCall In 

Motion, a series of two community workshops were held 

to give interested members of the public an opportunity 

to review the fifteen big ideas that were generated by plan 

participants during the visioning phase. The big ideas that 

received the most support at the workshops include:

Housing Our Local 

Community

Achieve a sustainable, year-round 

community.

Moving Around McCall Improve mobility, a combination 

of Moving in Comfort, Green 

Connections, and Rethinking Our 

Streets big ideas.

Grow Existing 

Businesses and Our 

Local Talent Pool

The importance of improved fiber-

optics and cell service is vital to 

the success of existing businesses 

and attracting new business to 

McCall.

Our Relationship with 

Water

Highlighting the lake and river as 

assets to McCall and providing 

additional public access.

Downtown Campus Participants were excited about 

the idea of an expanded library and 

central location for City services.

Improve on What We 

Have

Fixing existing road surfaces 

should be a priority before building 

anything new.

Wooley Ave

2-WAY

BIKE PATH

BOARDWALK W/

SEATING & INTERPRETIVE 

SIGNS

WOOLEY AVE.

Wooley Bike Path

Transit Hub/City Campus
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Wooley Ave

2-WAY

BIKE PATH

BOARDWALK W/

SEATING & INTERPRETIVE 

SIGNS

WOOLEY AVE.

IMPROVED FACADES, ROOF LINES, CORNER ARCHITECTURE

EXTEND CURB

W/ PLANTING,SEATWALLS, 

PAVING

BOULDER BARRIERS

RAISED (6") CROSSING PLAZA

PUBLIC PARK

FIRST STREET PARKING GARAGE

3-STORY GREENHOUSE

ROOF TOP

RESTAURANT

P
A

R
K

Enhanced Lakefront Access

1st Street Parking Garage

Roadway Improvements
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DIVING DEEP
Creating a complete community requires more than a vision statement.

The vision themes and big ideas describe the type of place McCall should become. The framework and 

means for realizing the vision is contained in the plan elements and corresponding goals, policies, and 

projects, as well as the Future Land Use Map. 

The Comprehensive Plan identifies a number of individual projects to move toward achieving the 

community vision. Many of these can be accomplished under the umbrellas of multi-faceted major 

initiatives. The major initiatives identified as having the highest priorities for implementation include: 

1. Update McCall’s Development Codes. 

• Managing Payette Lake lakefront residential 

development

• Protections for sensitive lands and resources

• Codification of Design Guidelines

• Protection of view corridors

2. Plan and develop the Central Business District in 

McCall as the heart of the community. Implement 

the Downtown Master Plan. 

• Develop a form-based approach to 

development design in the Downtown

• Enhance and expand public and open spaces

• Expand the Downtown CDA areas  

3. Maintain and expand McCall’s urban forest. 

• Create development standards to protect 

heritage trees and native vegetation

4. Build a stable year-round residential population 

in McCall. 

• Support stable employment opportunities

• Promote a variety of housing types and 

options

4. Balance and diversify the local economy while 

maintaining environmental compatibility. Promote 

quality of life ‘place-making’ as the overarching 

economic development strategy for McCall.

• Promote public art, pathways, parks, events, 

and festivals

• Use environmental sustainability as an 

economic development strategy

• Stabilize the economy with year-round 

employment and high paying jobs

5. Increase transportation mode and route choices 

to increase travel options and reduce reliance on 

automobile travel.

• Plan, design, and develop a pedestrian system 

that includes pedestrian trails and pathways 

interconnected throughout McCall and 

surrounding areas.




