September 1, 2016

The Rocky Mountain American Baptist
A Newsletter of the American Baptist Churches in the Rocky Mountain Region

Gathering Cost: $90.00
Registration Deadline: September 16

Location:
Hotel Eleganté
2886 S. Circle Dr.
Colorado Springs, CO 80906
Phone: 719.576.5900
(For hotel costs and reservation
information, please see the Gathering
brochure)

For Gathering registration forms,
visit www.abcrm.org or call
303.988.3900.
For more information, please contact
our office at 303.988.3900 or visit our
web site at www.abcrm.org.
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Recommended Changes
to the ABCRM Bylaws
for 2016
The 2016 ABCRM Bylaws review committee is
pleased to present to you the follow summary
of proposed changes.
These changes are slated to be voted upon at the
2016 Annual Gathering which will be held September 30-October 1, 2016 in Colorado
Springs.
The following information highlights the
changes and presents the rationale for each.

Annual Gathering
Friday and Saturday
September 30
and

October 1
in Colorado Springs
Theme:

Quorums (Article IV Part D)
The ABCRM has found it to be increasingly difficult over recent years to achieve a
quorum to consider issues other than those
of electing Board members.
Secretarial Duties Reassigned (Article III –
Article IX)
In keeping with a move considered desirable by many corporate and non-profit bodies, the ABCRM would like to reassign the
duties of Secretary to the Executive Minister. Where in some organizations the Secretary serves as the conduit for communications with other organizations within the
ABCRM this is not the case. Traditional
duties of the Secretary typically have been
recording activities. Under this proposed
structure, recording responsibilities would
be normally delegated to a non-voting staff
member. The number of At Large members of the board would be increased by one
to ensure that board representation is not
diminished.
Disposition of Property (Article X)
Though it was possible to dispose of property through ABC organizations within the
confines of the existing Bylaws, this proposed change makes it a more explicit requirement.
A side-by-side comparison of the existing bylaws and those being presented for approval
were mailed to each church on August 2. If
you have questions on the recommended changes, please feel free to contact me by email.
William Warren
Chairman, Bylaws Committee
williamwarren@comcast.net
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“Who Is Your Neighbor?
Registration:
Clergy Appreciation Dinner
ABCRM Clergy & Spouse

$0

(free with paid Gathering Registration)

Non-Clergy individuals

$40

and persons not registered for the Gathering

Church Delegate (voting member) $90*
Church Member/Visitor
$90*

Registration Deadline
September 16
Includes snacks and refreshment,
Gathering materials and two meals
(Friday lunch and dinner).
Pastors, lay-leaders, youth leaders, and
anyone wanting to learn more about the
Region are welcome to attend.
Registration packets are available from
your church or call our office at
303.988.3900. Please see brochure for
hotel information.
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Gathering Workshop
Thursday, September 29, 2016
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

“Who Is Your Neighbor?
Workshop Leader

Tom Anthony
CoFounder
Neighborhood Collective and the
Minister of Community Life
Oak Hills Church, San Antonio, TX
Are we doing what Jesus said
matters most?
•
•
•
•
•

Come develop a deeper understanding
of who is your neighbor
Learn how to be a good neighbor
Obtain practical advice on connecting
with your neighbors
Discover what it takes to support a
neighboring culture in your church
Come and feed your mind

Cost:
$60.00
Includes lunch and book

The Art of Neighboring. You can
receive the book in hard copy or
Kindle (email) format. Please
make your selection on your
registration form.

Location:
Hotel Eleganté
2886 S. Circle Dr.
Colorado Springs, CO 80906
Phone: 719.576.5900
Registration Deadline
September 16
For additional information,
Contact ABCRM at 303.988.3900
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Mike Oldham
Ministry and Mission Coach
Southeast/New Mexico and Northern Front Range
Backyard Mission Projects
Many of us have grown up in the church thinking that “missions” are over there somewhere. But
what if “mission” is right outside the doors of the church? This workshop will help you discover how
to partner with other congregations to reach out to this mission field in one weekend, making a
difference in the lives of the people around you and helping you connect with other congregations
and people as you work together.

Greg Mamula
Associate Executive Minister for the American Baptist Churches of Nebraska
and Region Missionary
Joining God In the Neighborhood
Scripture teaches us that God is already at work in our world – so instead of having to create a new way
to minister to the people in your neighborhood, perhaps you can simply join God in what is already being done. This workshop will teach a process for a church groups to spend time studying and discerning
Scripture, studying and discerning God at work in your community, and discovering ways you can join
with God in being His hands and feet to your community.

Juan and Denise Aragon
Missionaries to Chiapas, Mexico
Meet Your New Missionaries
Recently endorsed for service in Chiapas, Mexico, come and hear from this young couple about the
work that God is calling them to do, learn how you can support them in that calling and how
ABCRM has already been a part of God’s work in the farthest Southern state of Mexico!

Amber Shearer
Disaster Relief Trailer Coordinator
Disaster Relief Ministry
After a tornado, flood or fire, people need help. Far too often in recent years, communities near to us
have been affected by these types of natural disasters and our response has been limited because we
were unprepared to send an organized, effective team to assist. This workshop will discuss the Region’s
efforts to organize, train and have ready a team of volunteers and the tools necessary to respond to
future disasters. Come find out how you and your church can be a part of this preparation.
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Clergy Dinner Offers Something New!
“Flying Potatoes and Exploding Soda”
Thursday, September 29th starting at 6:00 p.m.
Hotel Eleganté, Colorado Springs
The Annual Clergy Appreciation Dinner has been held in an aircraft hangar that houses “Wings Over the Rockies Air &
Space Museum, a big tent at Camp Hale (home of the training facility for the 10th mountain division during WWII),
and the Wyoming Territorial Prison built in 1872. We have been entertained by well-known comedians and excellent
musicians. So how are we going to top that? This year we are bringing in a science teacher!
Steve Spangler is the science teacher you always wanted to have in school. Things just happen to fizz, pop, smoke and
explode, and before you know it, you’re a part of his learning experience. His passion is to find the most creative ways
to make learning fun. His methods might be unconventional, but the goal is to turn ordinary science experiments into
unforgettable learning experiences.
His regular appearances on the Ellen DeGeneres Show have taught viewers how to blow up their food, shock their
friends, create mountains of foam and how to turn 2,500 boxes of cornstarch and a garden hose into a swimming pool of
fun. Thanks to YouTube, Steve may be best known for teaching millions of people how to turn an ordinary bottle of
Diet Coke and Mentos into an erupting soda geyser. His catalog of over 1,000 YouTube videos gets nearly 80 million
views each year, and his secret for creating unforgettable learning experiences earned him a spot as one of YouTube’s
Top 100 Original Content Channels earlier this year.
On the business side, his Denver-based educational toy company, SteveSpanglerScience.com, is itself an experiment in
how to create a business culture where employees are rewarded for the unforgettable experiences they create for their
customers. The company’s unique business strategies and attention-getting creations have been featured in the Wall
Street Journal, Inc. Magazine and TIME Magazine where readers voted Steve Spangler #18 in the Top 100 Most
Influential People of the Year.
Whether he’s whipping up a cool new science experiment for his new television program, producing a new YouTube
video, or designing a hands-on science lesson for kids, Steve is always seeking out new ways to create unforgettable
learning experiences.
Guaranteed fun… but watch out for the flying potatoes.
Steve Spangler — Author, Teacher, Toy Designer and the Creator of a Huge Soda Mess
www.stevespangler.com
Karen Van
ABCRM Region Administrator
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Chetti’s to Visit ABCRM
Dan and Sarah Chetti, IM’s (International Ministries) first missionaries to the
Arab world will be visiting in our Region during the week of September 18-23.
The couple have been serving in Lebanon for over a decade where Dan is an
adjunct professor at the Arab Baptist Theological Seminary and Sarah works in
ministry to women. During their time in ABCRM there will be multiple opportunities to hear their story, ask questions about their work and learn how you
can be a part of supporting their efforts. A schedule of these opportunities is
below.
Steve Van Ostran
ABCRM Executive Minister
Day and Date

Place

Details

For More Information:

Monday, Sept 19

Ebenezer Baptist, CO
Springs; 11:30 am

Lunch meeting with Pastors in
SE Area

Mike Oldham at
moldham@abcrm.org

Monday, Sept 19

FBC of Colorado Springs;
6:30 pm

Light Desert; Please RSVP to
the Church Office

First Baptist Church at
719-632-6603

Tuesday, Sept 20

Calvary Baptist Church of
Denver; 7:00 pm

Light Desert; Please RSVP to
the Church Office

Calvary Baptist at
303-757-8421

Wednesday, Sept 21

FBC of Palisade

6:00 pm: Potluck Supper
7:00 pm: Program

Pastor Mark Johnson at
970-270-0322

Thursday, Sept 22

Pufferbelly Station
Restaurant; 8:30t

Brkfst meeting and discussion
with Western Slope Pastors

Steve Van Ostran at
svanostran@abcrm.org

Friday, Sept 23

FBC of Loveland; 10:00 am

Coffee and Program with
Northern Front Range Pastors

Bill Mankin at
bmankin@abcrm.org
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Agape Pie Social on September 16th!
Churches Coming Together for Blessings,
Breaking Bread (pie crust, actually) and Building Rela#onship
Join us for a me of Chris an praise and fellowship as we come together to explore
how our diverse churches can build rela onship. Last year, we held a “Soulful Sunday”
potluck lunch to explore such possibili es. This year, we’re going to have a pie social,
and we’re asking you to bring a savory or sweet pie that represents your cultural heritage. We’re greatly expanding the deﬁni on of pie to include: b’s lla, calzones, empanadas, Jamaican pa)es, pizza, knishes, quiche, samosas, tarts and anything else that
could conceivably be called a pie.
We also ask that, during the pie social, you sit with someone you don’t know who
a+ends a church that is diverse from yours, have a conversa on, and star ng thinking
about ways that your congrega ons can build rela onship over the next year. We’ll
have some sugges ons for you, but we’ll leave it up to the congrega ons to decide
what will work best.
We’ll also have a brief worship service with music and reﬂec ons on how we in the faith community can bridge the
racial divide in our country. Our hope is that we leave this event with several churches paired up and commi+ed to
building rela onship. In a year’s me, we’ll follow-up to see what beau ful expressions of Chris an unity have ﬂourished.
WHAT WE NEED
• Churches ready and willing to build rela onship with a diverse church.
• Savory and sweet pies.
Volunteers to help with set-up, singing in the choir and clean-up.
DETAILS
WHEN: Friday, September 16, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. We’ll wrap up around 8 p.m.
WHERE: Fellowship Hall, Aurora First Presbyterian Church, 1585 Kingston Street, Aurora, CO 80010.
Ques#ons: Contact Adrian Miller at adrian@cochurches.org or (303) 825-4910.
Click here to RSVP. RSVP today!!
This event is made possible by a Peace and Global Witness Oﬀering from the Denver Presbytery.
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Front Range Camp at Quaker Ridge
In July, six kids from FBC, Lamar were able to enjoy a
great week at FR Camp at Quaker Ridge. Campers attending were:
Elementary: Xander R.
Middle School: Marley F., Grayden F., and Ashton F.
High School: Saige O. and Roy O.
Marley, Grayden and Aston really enjoyed listening to the
sermons given by Pastor John-Mark. “I felt like it spoke
to me in ways that made me really start to think,” said
Marley. Grayden agreed and said he felt like he was
learning something that would stay with him forever.
Ashton said, “I looked forward to the food all day long.”
Quaker Ridge gave the campers an amazing meal for
breakfast, lunch and dinner! Each age group would circle
up and pray each time before heading to the café to eat.
Ashton also loved playing Octoball, a game similar to
dodge ball, but in a ring shaped as an octagon.
Xander had an amazing time making new friends, doing
archery, and riding horses. He also enjoyed doing all the
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fun and messy activities like having shaving cream wars!
Being in the high school group, Roy made new friends
that he was sad to leave behind. “Hopefully I can go
back and see them again, they were like family,” Roy
said. Saige got to experience rafting for the first time.
She said, “It was fast and really crazy, and we all had
water fights over the slow rapids.”
All the campers agreed that they loved the worship time.
They spent about an hour twice a day singing songs and
praising God. “There’s nothing better than driving home
and listening to everyone hum their favorite song,” Saige
said.
The campers would like to thank FBC, Lamar for the
support and prayers as they went off to learn and worship their Lord, thank you to all!!
From the First Baptist Church, Lamar Newsletter
The Messenger
Volume 49, Issue 8 – August 2016
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Act the Age of Your Community
The (big-C) Church covers the
globe through a web of local ministries. We’re part of the Church because of our relationship with
Christ. Why are we part of our local
(small-c) churches? Because it’s in
our local community and represents
our faith understanding.
Based on the community’s diverse
beliefs, denominational churches
arise so that there are enough to facilitate the belief mosaic of the area.
Most people will drive about 20
miles or less to a church.
There are very few churches who are established because of age alone. Some cater to young people and
some to older people; but mostly, the church has various
age ranges who are attracted to the worship style offered.
If you have a church that has a worship style that attracts
mainly older people, then the community needs to have
enough older people who agree with your beliefs to
make the church successful (or pay the bills).

tracting and appealing to the
younger demographic or our
churches are going to “age out”
of existence.
The church relies on an audience
of believers. Therefore, always
start with your community to determine your preferences and
styles. Then share the lifechanging, ageless faith of Jesus
Christ. Let’s be relevant!
To view this article online, visit
http://beknownforsomething.com/act-age-community/
Mark MacDonald
Senior Brand Strategist, Creative Director, Blogger
BeKnownForSomething PinPointCreative
Originally published at BeKnownForSomething.com (who holds the
copyright); an organization dedicated to effective church
communications while helping individuals and ministries become
known for something influential; so they'll point to Christ.
Printed with Permission.

Often, we’re asked about the health of a local church.
We like to start with their “age”. From internal information, we calculate the average age (or median age) but
often, we simply “calculate” the age by attending regular, average, Sunday morning services to get a sense of
the age of the congregation.
In order for a church to be healthy, they should represent
the greatest potential (age-wise) in their community. For
example, if it’s a retirement community, we expect the
congregation to feel older.
In America today, the largest demographic group is the
Millennials (roughly age 14-33), so each time we analyze a local community demographic, we often see a
bubble of Millennials. Rarely does the church feel that
young.
Why? Because the leadership is usually older, and
they’re conducting services in a manner that they like.
The buildings, and their interior style, are always getting
older and traditions continue to age.
Want your church to be healthy? Start acting the age
of your community.
And that’s often much younger than you think.
I’m not saying to change the message or beliefs. I’m just
suggesting that your paint, decor, worship methods (that
are preferences), and communications have to start atWhat’s in this RMAB?
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Angels Among Us—Great African American Women
Coretta Scott King
1927-2006
Civil Rights Activist and Widow
Mrs. Coretta Scott King is listed as an
activist in the 1000-page book A frican
American Lives: edited by Dr. Henry L.
Gates, Jr. She graduated at the top of her
Alabama High School in 1945 and won a
scholarship to study elementary education and music at Antioch. She was active in extra-curricular activities especially in projects designed to improve race relations.
She moved to Boston to study music and this action
changed her life for in 1952 a friend introduced her to
Martin Luther King, Jr. She warmed to his passion for
societal justice and his distinctive line of flattery. The
elder King wanted Jr. to marry one of Atlanta’s leading
families. Scott bluntly told Daddy King that she too was
from one of the finest families.
At the couple’s wedding in 1954, Coretta asserted her
independence by excluding a promise to obey her husband
in her wedding vows.
Coretta became a graduate of the New England Conservatory of Music in 1954. The following year their lives
would be dramatically altered as a result of Rosa Parks
refusing to give up her seat on a city bus in Montgomery.
Parks was an NAACP official and had planned this action.
Her arrest changed history as it brought the Black citizens
under the leadership of Martin Luther King, Jr. in a boycott of the city’s segregated bus system. This event was
reported by national news and the Kings received abusive
and life-threatening telephone calls 24 hours a day.
Like many couples, money was a source of friction;
Martin left his wife to take care of the four children and
family needs; he paid little heed to financial matters.
These trying circumstances resulted in Mrs. King developing an iron will and steely resolve to her husband’s
commitment to civil rights. She handled some administrative tasks as well as taking on speaking engagements he
was unable to attend.
To raise funds for the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) she participated in musical programs.
At times she resented the fact that he was fully immersed in the civil rights movement. She said in 1963
that she regretted being absent from many of his most important demonstrations.
In matters of war and peace she had been a committed
pacifist since her time at Antioch, where visiting speakers
like Bayard Rustin had encouraged her nonviolent philosophy. Coretta strongly influenced her husband’s evolving
opposition to the Vietnam War.
As a member of the group Women Strike for Peace, in
1961, she attended a disarmament conference in Switzerland. In the 1960’s, she attended several peace rallies and
picketed the White House in 1965.
On April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King was assassinated; with this tragic event, his widow stepped up to carry
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on the work they believed in. Four days
later she led a memorial march in Memphis of an estimated crowd of 50,000
people. The international media spotlight continued on the family and Coretta
supported several SCLC projects in the
wake of her husband’s death.
At the Poor People’s Campaign in
Washington, D.C. in 1968, she was one
of the speakers and received national
media attention when she, along with
others in the SCLC, led a protest march by striking hospital workers in Charleston, SC in 1969.
The “Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Center for
Nonviolent Social Change” in Atlanta was established and
chaired by Coretta in the 1970’s. The King Center which
was dedicated in 1981 in Atlanta contains more than one
million documents related to the King family’s civil rights
activities. Several thousand scholars have used the library
resources since it was established.
The most enduring contribution to American Culture
has been Coretta’s work as chair of the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Federal Holiday Commission. Six million signatures on a petition were collected urging the creation of a
Martin Luther King, Jr., memorial holiday and in November 1983 President Reagan signed the bill designating the
national holiday. The center also sponsors annual celebratory memorial programs on his birthday.
Mrs. King continued to work in the civil rights movement in the 1980’s and 90’s. She was prominent in
demonstrations against apartheid in South Africa and appeared in an anniversary celebration of her husband’s
most memorable speech at the 1963 March on Washington.
The project to build a memorial for her husband on the
National Mall was a cause in her last years. His fraternity,
Alpha Phi Alpha, was also associated with this endeavor.
Coretta Scott King has supported many progressive
measures and received many awards and honorary degrees. The most prestigious and most enduring perhaps, is
one that is awarded in her name. The American Library
Association’s Coretta Scott King Award, established in
the early 1970’s is given to highly distinguished African
American writers and illustrators of children’s literature.
“Hate is too great a burden to bear. It injures the
hater more than it injures the hated.”
“Segregation was wrong when it was forced by
white people, and I believe it is still wrong when it
is requested by black people.”
“As one whose husband and mother-in-law have
died the victims of murder and assassination, I
stand firmly and unequivocally opposed to the
death penalty for those convicted of capital offenses. An evil deed is not redeemed by an evil deed of
retaliation. Justice is never advanced in the taking
of a human life. Morality is never upheld by legalWhat’s in this RMAB?
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ized murder.”
Quotations from Coretta Scott King are from Karen
Week’s book of quotations.

Calendar
September

Carol Weale
Calvary Baptist Church

5
16
18-23

Labor Day
Colorado Council of Churches Pie Social
Missionaries Dan and Sarah Che)
visit Colorado

20

Dan and Sara Che) Luncheon/Dessert
Recep on1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at
Calvary Bap st Church

23-Oct 3

Missionaries Juan and Denise Aragon
visit Colorado

29

Pre Gathering Workshop

29

Clergy Apprecia on Dinner

30-Oct 1

Annual Gathering
Colorado Springs, CO

October
Clergy Apprecia on Month
World Mission Oﬀering Month
9

Jules Smith 30th Pastor’s Anniversary
Rising Star Missionary Bap st Church

27-Nov 7

Pastoral Mission Trip to Chile

Save the Date!
The American Bap#st Churches
Biennial Mission Summit
will meet in Portland, Oregon,
June 30-July 2, 2017.
A number of exci ng events occur
before and a er the oﬃcial Mission Summit
Dates, so plan to come for the full event!
www.americanbap sts2017.com
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The Rocky Mountain
American Baptist
is published by the
American Baptist Churches
of the Rocky Mountains
www.abcrm.org
Steve Van Ostran
Executive Minister
svanostran@abcrm.org
This newsletter is published
on the 1st of each month.
The deadline for submissions
is the 20th of each month.
Send submissions to

akeys@abcrm.org
Reprint permission is granted
to ABCRM churches.

Phone (303) 988-3900
Fax (303) 988-0620
American Baptist Churches of the Rocky Mountains
9085 E. Mineral Circle Suite 170
Centennial, CO 80112

