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Deliris Carrión-Joseph Begins New Ministry
at Deborah's House in Mexico
Rev. Deliris Carrión-Joseph, an International Ministries
(IM) missionary since 1998, began a new ministry serving at Deborah's House in Tijuana, Mexico in January
2016.
In describing this new work, Rev. Adalia Gutiérrez Lee,
area director for Iberoamerica and the Caribbean, says:
"Occupational therapy and pastoral counseling are two
of the many areas where Deliris is able to bring support
to women and children at Deborah's House. I am confident that God will use her gifts to transform those former victims of domestic violence into thriving instruments of God's peace in this world."
Carrión-Joseph's IM ministry began in El Salvador where she served for 10 years as the
chaplain and Christian education coordinator of The
Baptist School of San Salvador. She was also a professor of Christian education and pastoral counseling at the Latin American
Seminary. After the January 2010 earthquake in
Haiti, Deliris was invited
by the Haitian Baptist
Convention to minister in
Port au Prince as an occupational therapist and to
coordinate visiting groups
that helped with the reconstruction of schools and homes.
Carrión-Joseph is an ordained American Baptist pastor, and before becoming a missionary she worked as a pediatric occupational therapist in Puerto Rico. This dual pastoraltherapy focus will continue in her new work in Mexico, as a visit to Deborah's House
from July 30 through August 6 of last year revealed. She writes: "I was able to minister
pastorally to the women and children there who are in need of love, encouragement, care
and someone who listens without judging them. I also had opportunities to teach a mother how to work therapeutically with her special-needs son and to show a young man
some exercises so that he could better perform daily activities after having broken his
wrist."
God will be using Carrión-Joseph's personal faith journey as well in this new ministry.
She reflects: "I have seen God's grace and mercy in mighty ways, giving me faith, wisdom, strength and endurance. I know the truth of Psalm 18:30-'As for God, his way is
perfect: The Lord's word is flawless; he shields all who take refuge in him.’"
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Words of encouragement for Deliris may be sent to
deliris.carrion-joseph@internationalministries.org.
Learn more about the Carrión-Josephs’ ministry and see
photos and videos on their profile (http://
internationalministries.org/teams/54-carrion-joseph) page
on the IM website.

Camp Wyoba WyobaFest
On Friday, January 15, the
second annual WyobaFest
celebration was held at the
First Baptist Church of
Casper. Seventy people
gathered from across Wyoming, and a few from Colorado, to celebrate what
God has done at camp, to
praise God for what He
will do at camp, and to financially support the building of a new snack shack.

Primary Camp
July 6-9
Senior High Camp
July 10-16
Junior High Camp
July 17-23
Junior Camp
July 24-301

Part of the evenings fun
was a Coin War between churches. Churches were asked
to bring money for the challenge with the church giving
the most money taking home a traveling trophy made by
Jeff Lundblad.
The results of the 2016 Coin Wars were:
Lander First Baptist Church
$5.73
Camp Wyoba
$10.40
Laramie First Baptist Church
$84.84
Gillette First Baptist Church
$197.90
Glenrock Community Church
$530.00
Cheyenne First Baptist Church
$1,053.00
Torrington First Baptist Church
$1,253.47
Chapel Car Bible Church
$1,506.21
The rules for this year’s challenge were not real clear, so
First Baptist Church of Gillette took the trophy home.
They are strong supporters of Camp Wyoba all year long,
so there are no hard feelings.
I expect the Coin Wars to become an increasingly fun
competition for the Wyoming churches in the future.
Why not start saving now for next year?
Jenita Calton
Wyoba Board Chair
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Camp Wyoba Dates

Camp packets were mailed to
campers and churches last month.
If you need a packet, please call the
Region office at 303.988.3900 or visit
www.wyoba.org

Men’s Retreat
June 10-12
Young Adult Weekend
July 1-3
Women’s Retreat
August 5-7
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Dear Pastor and Church Leaders,
Our American Baptist family has a profound heritage as a compassionate, engaging and giving people. Since 1824,
American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS) has been declaring and proclaiming the gospel of our Lord in
word and deed. Today, ABHMS remains rooted in that Word and committed to responding to the ever-changing needs
of churches and communities in the United States and Puerto Rico.
The theme for the America for Christ Offering 2016 is an appeal to “Become More Like Christ” based on Ephesians
2:10, which states: “For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life” (NRSV).
This Scripture asserts that everything offered by the Lord is via God’s grace, God’s mercy and God’s love. In a marvelous manifestation of God’s ability, we have been transformed to produce good works. God is working out in our lives a
tremendous exhibition of Christ’s wisdom, power, love, life, character, peace and joy. God is teaching us, training us,
bringing us along, applying the paint in exactly the right places, producing marvelous masterpieces to be put on display—we, in fact, are God’s masterpieces. These virtues are to result in good works: kindness, love, mercy, com- passion, help to one another and meeting each others needs.
Do you know how many good works God has prepared for you? The situations are there, ready and waiting for you to
embrace, as you depend upon Christ, walking in faith and trust. God has called you to good works. As you answer, you
become a vivid manifestation of the heart and hands of Christ.
As American Baptists, let us respond to the America for Christ Offering 2016 theme of “Discipleship: Becoming More
Like Christ.” Let us take our place of service, as we seek to serve the most vulnerable in our communities.
With Life-transforming Grace,
Dr. Jeffrey Haggray
Executive Director, ABHMS
American Baptist Churches USA
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The America For Christ oﬀering
month begins March 1.
For more informa on, visit the ABCUSA website at www.abc-usa.org
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BIN XI (CHI) JA WOTAN
January 2016
Visiting Chiapas, Mexico
This January 9-18, I joined a trip to Chiapas, Mexico. The trip was a collaborative effort with IM Missionaries Keith and
Debbie Meyers and the ABC of the Rocky Mountains. Our purpose was to visit and encourage the indigenous pastors
and leaders in rural churches. We focused on the southern part of the state and the churches that were part of CICEM, a
training program for the indigenous pastors. In eight days we visited 10 rural churches encompassing three language
groups, and we also visited students at the seminary in San Cristobal. The treacherous mountain roads nearly tore the
back bumper off Keith’s van! I was there to listen for how God’s Spirit might desire to intertwine our lives in Christ.
What Does Your Heart Say?
At the seminary I sat down with a few of the students. Two of them spoke about the spirituality of their indigenous people. They shared that their essential concept of faith is “believing with the heart and being led by it.” They said that in the
morning when their people greet each other they ask, “Bin xi (chi) ja wotan…what does your heart say?”
Living from the Heart
As I listened, I began to understand that these are a people oriented to living from the heart. Each day begins anew with
listening to the deep stirrings of what your heart wants to say. A spiritual listening that welcomes what God desires to say
to your heart, and through your heart. “What does your heart say?” invites integration and grounding in the heart – the
place where listening and knowing, believing and living all come together. It’s where God and your true self know each
other. It is where these people find connection with God, each other, and the land.
Becoming Heart-Centered
The question stuck with me as the trip continued, and is still lingering. It is not an isolated idea of the indigenous people
in Chiapas, Mexico. This heart question touches deep roots in our Christian heritage. Within the Biblical and Hebrew
tradition, the heart is the most important organ in the body. It is the center of being, believing, thinking, and living. I have
begun to understand why the Spirit wanted this question to brood in me for so long. It is the question of our new role as
regional missionaries. It is a question that touches a deep but rising longing in churches and individuals we have listened
to all across the country, and now, in other countries. A question that nudges us to become aware of what we have lost,
and the world is losing, in technology, constant motion, and rationalism. It is a question that invites us to become a heart
centered, God-listening people again. Jesus said all of the law and the prophets hang on loving God with all our heart,
soul, mind, and strength and loving neighbor. (Mark 12)
Are You Listening?
Isn’t it so like God to take me bouncing through the stunning hills of Chiapas to a quiet indigenous people to hear?
“David, are you listening? This is what I want your heart to say. This is my longing: I want my people to listen with and
speak from their hearts again. I long for them to become grounded and integrated in their hearts with me.”
Are you listening? “What does your heart long to say?”
David & Joyce Reed
Regional Missionaries in Ibero-America & the Caribbean
Ministry Focus: Spiritual Renewal, Spiritual Formation & Vocational Calling
American Baptist Churches, USA
www.internationalministries.org
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4 Ways to Make Shareable Sermon
Mark MacDonald, Sunday, February 14, 2016

Pastors have a lot to say in a Sermon.
God has put these important messages on their hearts. But the impact of a sermon is only as good as the people who hear it.
If no one comes to listen, no one will be influenced by it.
That’s why every Pastor has to develop a platform. People who are
interested in what they’re saying. It’s not just the people in your
pews each Sunday though; although it once was. In our internetaware culture, we have so many more opportunities for developing
a platform.
The true test of a good platform is whether someone takes your
sermon and wants to share its content. Jesus was excellent at that.
Imagine what He could’ve done with social media or a website!
If you can get someone to share your sermon content; you’re developing a solid platform of people who are engaged
with you. Imagine the influence you could have!
Here are 4 ways you can develop a shareable sermon:
1. Let your Audience help direct your content. Ever y good communicator star ts with identifying a par ticular
audience and determines what they need. The best formula? Become a solution to their problems or give them a clear
path to their goals.
2. Let learning styles stretch your communication methods. People lear n visually, aur ally, ver bally, physically,
logically, socially, or solitarily. Never teach towards one style. Get people to write something occasionally, have
them listen to a song, get them to engage with a video clip, spend independent time alone (perhaps in prayer), or
hold something in their hands. Use this to break the sermon time up into smaller increments. It’ll hold their attention
longer and will aid in their learning.
3. Keep it short and organized. A communicator needs to stop talking befor e the audience stops listening. Most
audiences will be engaged longer when they see someone in-person (in a worship center). This changes drastically
when it comes to video or an online source. Remember that people tend to multitask when watching online. In general though, we know that attention span is dropping. Learn to self-edit. Always leave them wanting more. Don’t say
anything that’s not necessary to your audience. Give them 1 point to remember and they’ll remember it exponentially more than 6 points. Organize your points to be remembered! What’s remembered will be shared more.
4. Edit to the sharing-engine standard. Enter social media. People LOVE to shar e gr eat content (think
YouTube, Facebook, etc.). There’s a huge problem though. Most people won’t watch an online video that’s as long
as a typical sermon no matter how great the content. Imagine that you delivered the perfect sermon and people talked
about it a lot. Still, very few who missed it will go and watch the entire sermon. Editing down the sermon to a 3-5
minute video will get so many more people to see your content. People love sharing these short videos on Facebook
and Twitter. Hate to lose the long-form? Provide a link so people can see the whole thing (but most won’t).
Click here to view this article online.
Mark MacDonald
Senior Brand Strategist, Creative Director, Blogger
BeKnownForSomething PinPointCreative
Originally published at BeKnownForSomething.com (who holds the copyright); an organization dedicated to effective church communications
while helping individuals and ministries become known for something influential; so they'll point to Christ. Printed with Permission.
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The most wonderful things
That Easter time brings
Is knowing that our Lord
Was crucified for all
The giving of His life
The most holy sacrifice
And He did it just for us
Out of His undying love
Then on the third day
He rose from the grave
And lives forever more
As our Saviour and Lord
© By M.S. Lowndes

Angels Among Us
Great African-American Women
Saturday, April 30 from 9:45 – 11:45 a.m. Calvary Baptist in Denver and
the Rocky Mountain Association of American Baptist Women invite you
to come for the program. All women are invited.
Dear Women of Faith,
Most of us know of Shirley Chisholm, Coretta Scott King, Rhonda Fields,
Arie Taylor, and Michelle Obama.
Come to Calvary Baptist Church Denver, on April 30th and hear stories
of other great African-American women.
All women are invited to this event celebrating women who helped humankind.
For more information, contact Calvary Baptist Church.
6500 E. Girard Ave.
Denver, CO 80224-2812
303-757-8421
cbc@calvarydenver.org
www.calvarydenver.org
Carol Weale
Calvary Baptist Church
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Jane Loring Jones Scholarship and Student Grant
Attention: Women Looking to Higher Education
The Jane Loring Jones Scholarship and Student Grant applications and eligibility requirements are available on the
ABCRM website at http://abcrm.org/ministries/abwm/colorado/. The Jane Loring Jones Scholarships are for undergraduates under 26 years of age attending an accredited college this fall. The Student Grant Scholarship is to assist women
(over the age of 25) in furthering their education as Christian leaders in the home, church, and community.
Please pass this information on to any American Baptist female students in Colorado looking to further their education.
For questions, please email Chris Oldham at chrisb3727@aol.com or call 719-641-8285.

Submissions Needed for Weekly Devotionals
Pastors and Church Leaders,
One of the ongoing ministries of ABCRM is the publication of weekly devotionals written by
folks who are members of or involved in ABCRM congregations and ministries. We are seeking submissions for these devotionals to our ABCRM Mission and Ministry Coaches. The
devotionals need to adhere to the following guidelines:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

About 500 words (more or less)
A title
A scripture reference
A prayer to end the devotional
Authors name and title (pastor, layperson, professor, chaplain, etc.)
Location (Church/Institution, city, state)
Picture of author to accompany devotion

While there is not specific theme for the devotionals, we do try to publish devotionals that are appropriate to the time of
year and the topics of the day. Devotionals may be submitted to your congregations Mission and Ministry Coach:

•
•
•
•

Northeast and Southeastern Colorado: Rev. Mike Oldham at moldham@abcrm.org
Denver Cluster: Rev. Dr. Larron Jackson at ljackson@abcrm.org
Wyoming Cluster: Dr. Bill Mankin at bmankin@abcrm.org
Western Slope: Rev. Dr. Steve Van Ostran at svanostran@abcrm.org

The coaches and staff will utilize appropriate submissions as we are able.

Free Christmas Tree
We are giving away a 12’ pre-lit Christmas tree
to the first church who will come and pick it up.
For information, contact Karen at
kvan@abcrm.org or 303.988.3900.
Tree can be picked up in Littleton (Ken Caryl Valley).
Contact Karen Van for details.
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Calendar
Front Range Camp
2016 Camp Dates

March
America For Christ Oﬀering Month
4

Front Range Camp @
Quaker Ridge

2016 Gathering Commi ee Mee ng

4-5

Region Board Mee ng

4-5

ABWM Colorado Retreat
FBC, Loveland

July 17-23
Join us for the fellowship!
Join us for the fun!!

12

Wyoba Board Mee ng

13

Daylight Savings Time Begins

20

Palm Sunday

25

Good Friday Region oﬃce will be closed

27

Easter Sunday

April
1-11
15-16
16

Zambia Mission Trip
MLC Mee ng
CrossWalking Day of Service

2015 Annual Reports
It is that time of year
again to collect your
church data to
update our Region office
data and National registry. We know that this
process takes some time
to complete, but the information is useful to assess
the health of our denomination. It helps us plan
for future mission and
ministry, so your reports
are important!

Daylight Savings Time begins
Sunday, March 13. Don’t forget
to set your clocks ahead one
hour on Saturday night.

2015 Annual Report’s were mailed to each church in
February. Please take the time to complete your report and send it in early.
We thank all of you for your support to our Region.
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The Rocky Mountain
American Baptist
is published by the
American Baptist Churches
of the Rocky Mountains
www.abcrm.org
Steve Van Ostran
Executive Minister
svanostran@abcrm.org
This newsletter is published
on the 1st of each month.
The deadline for submissions
is the 20th of each month.
Send submissions to

akeys@abcrm.org
Reprint permission is granted
to ABCRM churches.

Phone (303) 988-3900
Fax (303) 988-0620
American Baptist Churches of the Rocky Mountains
9085 E. Mineral Circle Suite 170
Centennial, CO 80112

