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The Rocky Mountain American Baptist
A Newsletter of the American Baptist Churches in the Rocky Mountain Region

Highlights of the March Board Meeting
The ABCRM Board held its meetings March 3rd and 4th, at the
Region office. Below are a few of the highlights:
2016 Gathering
The 2016 Gathering Committee held a planning meeting and
determined that this year’s theme will be W ho Is Y our Neighbor? The Gathering will be held in Colorado Springs at the
Hotel Elegante and FBC of Colorado Springs. The weekend
had to be moved back one week in order to obtain sufficient
rooms, so it will be held September 29-October 1. In conjunction with the theme, the committee intends to utilize many of
our own folks to provide leadership during the event and we
will be in contact with many of you in this regard.
Two Committees Appointed
The Executive Committee appointed some of its membership to serve as a By-laws review committee to suggest revisions dealing with three concerns. The committee will be
chaired by our Board President, Bill Warren who is a member of Calvary Baptist in Denver.
Three members of the Board were appointed to serve along with Past President Cynthia
Rigsby (member of FBC of Gillette) on the nominating committee. This is a rotation
year for much of the Board although many of the cluster reps are eligible for re-election.
Board Training, Reports and Fun
The Board met from 3:00 pm on Friday until noon on Saturday. This year, the first part
of the meeting was dedicated to a time of Board Training led by Executive Minister, Steve Van Ostran, in which the responsibilities of the Board were reviewed and a time of
discussion and evaluation was held. Following this, Steve provided his report of the activities of the Region.
Karen Van, ABCRM Regional Administrator, gave a financial report which included a
preliminary review of last year’s audit report. It was a positive report although due to
fluctuations in the market and reporting requirements related to when the Region receives and expends grant money, net assets will show a decline in 2015.
In the evening, the Board enjoyed a time of recreation and fellowship at a local bowling
alley. The Region tries to build in times like this on occasion in appreciation for the hard
work of board members and officers and as a way of enhancing relationships with one
another.
Saturday was devoted to receiving additional reports, including a report from Rich
Schweissing on the progress of International Ministries in their search for a new Executive Director as well as reports on various ministries, programs and initiatives within the
Region. Some of the concerns with ongoing property issues were discussed involving
region owned property in Aurora, Monte Vista and Greeley. The Monte Vista property is
on the market while the Aurora property recently required new roofs but were well covered by our insurance.
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Church Concerns
We also reported on several church concerns. The most
significant was the staff’s ongoing work with FBC of
Pueblo. It was reported that the church would be voting
on closure (This vote was taken on Sunday, March 13th).
The staff had been working with the congregation on
making the closing a celebration of the church’s many
years of ministry in its community and seeing that their
assets are dispersed in a way that is congruent with Colorado Law and honors the legacy and history of the congregation. A closing service will be held on April 3rd at
10:00 AM.
The staff also shared that a number of our churches are
engaged in pastoral transitions for various reasons and is
also involved in working with several congregations facing unique situations from decline to systemic conflict.
Mission Trips
The ongoing effort of the Region to engage its members
in mission experiences was also reported. The board
heard reports about Steve’s involvement in a Roundtable
experience in the Philippines, Mike Oldham’s work on
our partnership with congregations in Chiapas, Mexico,
and a recent trip by a team to work with House of Hope
in Cochabamba, Bolivia. We also heard about the April
Discovery Trip sponsored by IM to Africa (Zambia and
South Africa) in which three participants from the Region
will be participating. Future trips were discussed and
more information will be forthcoming.

First Baptist Church, Fowler
First Baptist Church, Gillette
First Baptist Church, Grand Junction
First Baptist Church, Greybull
First Baptist Church, Lander
First Baptist Church, Longmont
First Baptist Church, Loveland
First Baptist Church, Palisade
First Baptist Church, Simla
First Baptist Church, Torrington
Flagler Baptist Church
Forefront Church at Harvey Park
Gardens of Divine Hope
Highland Park Baptist Church
Lake Avenue Baptist Church
Macedonia Baptist Church
Rising Star Missionary Baptist Church
Solomon Temple Missionary Baptist Church
Sombra De Monte Christian Church
Trinity Baptist Church
True Light Baptist Church
United Church of Los Alamos
Wind River Indian Baptist Church

2015 Annual Reports
Thank you to the churches listed
below who completed their 2015
Annual Reports. If you have not turned
in your report, it’s not too late. If you
have questions, need help, or another
copy of your report, please contact our
office at akeys@abcrm.org or
303-988-3900.
We thank all of you for your support to
our Region.
American Baptist Church
Aurora Hills Church
Bethel Baptist Church
Community Baptist Church, Glenrock
Community Calvary Church, Holly
Community Church of Moab
Crossroads Church
Ebenezer Baptist Church, Colorado Springs
Ecumenical Church
Faith Community Baptist Church
First Baptist Church, Austin
First Baptist Church, Canon City
First Baptist Church, Center
First Baptist Church, Cheyenne
First Baptist Church, Colorado Springs
First Baptist Church, Delta
First Baptist Church, Fort Morgan
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We extend our deepest
sympathy to the family of
Rev. Dr. Paul Mar n.
Dr. Mar n passed away on
March 23, 2016.
Dr. Mar n was currently
serving as President/CEO and
Professor of Pastoral Theology
at the American Bap st
Seminary of the West in
Berkeley, CA.
Dr. Mar n was a part of the American Bap st family for
years. He served as pastor of Macedonia Bap st Church
for 17 years. He also served as president of the ABCRM
Board in 2003 and 2004.
A funeral service will be held at Second Bap st Church
(213.748.0318) in Los Angeles, CA on April 16. A
memorial service will be held in Denver some me in
May at Macedonia Bap st Church (303.377.8821).
He will be greatly missed.
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How to Create a Pathway for Planned Giving
Saturday, May 14, 2016
9:00 a.m. to 12 noon
Drury Inn Stapleton
4550 Central Park Blvd, Denver, CO 80238
Before a crop can be harvested, seeds must be planted. And before the farmer plants, for the
best crops the soil must be properly prepared. The same is true for organizations as they look
towards receiving inancial and planned gifts that can sustain their ministry in the future, we
need to have certain things in place to help those who want to bless our organization with their
gifts for the future.
To that end, ABCRM and the American Baptist Foundation are offering a workshop on Saturday,
May 14th from 9 a.m. to 12 noon for ABCRM congregations and other ABC ministries that would
like to prepare themselves to plant the seeds to receive these future gifts. In order to gain the
most bene it from this, churches are encouraged to send a group of three to four key leaders
who can work together to learn how to prepare the ields. Participants will work together to express the compelling ministry vision for their organization that drives who they are. This compelling vision can then be used in cooperation with the Foundation to plant the seeds for future
gifts.
The workshop will be held at the Drury Inn Stapleton. While there is not a cost for this seminar
because it is being provided as a service of ABCRM and the Foundation, churches and other participants need to register by May 2, 2016 in order to ensure adequate space and materials. For
more information, you may contact your Regional staff at 303-988-3900.
A registration form is attached to this email or it can be found at www.abcrm.org
or by calling our of#ice at 303-988-3900.
Registration Deadline is May 2, 2016.
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Front Range Camp @ Quaker Ridge
July 1717-23, 2016
Online registration begins on April 1
www.frontrangecamping.org
We are preparing another week of crazy games,
great friends, and learning to be followers of Jesus!
Three great camps:
Elementary Camp
Middle School Camp
High School Camp
Join us for the fellowship!
Join us for the fun!!
EARLY REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS MAY 31, 2016
Early Registration Rates:
Camp
Elementary

Grade Completed
2-5

AB Rate*
$250

Non AB Rate
$275

Middle School

6-8

$265

$290

Sr. High

9-12

$265

$290

Full Payment must be made by May 31, 2016 to receive the Early Registration Rate.
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Camp Wyoba

we discover that on these pages are truth and rules that
don’t bog us down, but lift us up. They are sweet and our
lives are blessed as we follow them.
Verses 12-14 are our response to all that God has revealed about Himself. With a sense of awe, we should
reflect on our lives against God’s standards, and then ask
for forgiveness and restoration appropriately.

I had the pleasure of being taught by Dan Bolin, International Director of Christian Camping International, last
month. Despite his intimidating bio, Dan almost begs you
to ask him a question, and he shares his wisdom easily.
The following Bible study is from Dan.
Psalm 19
Verses 1-6
The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above
proclaims his handiwork. Day to day pours out speech,
and night to night reveals knowledge. There is no speech,
nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. Their
voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to
the end of the world. In them he has set a tent for the sun,
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber,
and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. Its rising
is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of
them, and there is nothing hidden from its heat.
Verses 7-11
The law of the L()* is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the L()* is sure, making wise the simple; the
precepts of the L()* are right, rejoicing the heart; the
commandment of the L()* is pure, enlightening the eyes;
the fear of the L()* is clean, enduring forever; the rules
of the L()* are true, and righteous altogether. More to
be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.
Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping
them there is great reward.
Verses 12-14
Who can discern his errors? Declare me innocent from
hidden faults. Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me! Then I
shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, O L()*, my rock and my redeemer.
Verses 1-6 of Psalm 19 are God’s revelation through creation. Creation is God’s craft project, and we can learn
about God just by looking at the things He has made. Just
like there is nothing that can stop the sun from traveling
its path across the heavens, there is nothing that can stop
God from carrying out His purposes. Just like the heavens
are orderly, God is orderly.
Verses 7-11 are God’s revelation through Scripture. As
we prayerfully and carefully approach the Word of God,
What’s in this RMAB?

There is probably nothing new in all of that, but here it
comes. Camping is a powerful ministry because: at camp
we are surrounded by God’s creation; most likely we are
challenged to read and think about scripture more than we
do at home; because we are outside of our normal activities and schedules we have more time to reflect and make
a decision.
I had never put all of that together before, but my own
experiences of camp confirm that it is true.
Will you pray for the youth camps and adult retreats that
will be happening across the ABCRM this summer? Your
prayer could be as simple as: “Lord, as people attend
camps this summer may Your creation speak boldly to
them, may Your Word be taught faithfully, and as people
reflect on these things may the Spirit draw them onward
in relationship with You.”
Jenita Calton
Wyoba Board Director

Camp Wyoba Dates
Primary Camp
July 6-9

Senior High Camp
July 10-16

Junior High Camp
July 17-23

Junior Camp
July 24-30

Camp packets were mailed to
campers and churches in February.
If you need a packet, please call the Region
office at 303.988.3900 or visit
www.wyoba.org

Men’s Retreat
June 10-12
Young Adult Weekend
July 1-3
Women’s Retreat
August 5-7
RMAB 04/01/16
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CrossWalking Experiment Continues
with Third and Fourth Events Being Planned
CrossWalking, a process being developed by ABCRM in conjunction with the denominations Transformed by the Spirit efforts, seeds
to enable people from diverse churches and communities to enter
into deeper relationships through common experiences. The process seeks to address the problem of ongoing segregation in the
church by helping church leaders and members to understand one
another’s unique cultural context through the building of personal
relationships. Our hope is that as more and more of our leaders understand the unique cultural contexts of others, we will be able to
focus on our common hopes and needs while respecting and supporting others in those areas that are not common to us.
To date, CrossWalking has held two events seeking to have participants from differing cultures share in common experiences. In the
first, about 100 people gathered to watch and discuss the movie Selma together. This event was held at Central Baptist Church in Denver and participants quickly realized that we viewed the movie from our own unique perspective and that there is value
in hearing how someone else experiences it.
In the second event, participants joined together for a worship service featuring incredible music and preaching at First
Baptist of Colorado Springs. Because music is an important part of any culture, and every culture has many subcultures, participants shared in various styles of music and worship during the service. It was a powerful experience to
worship in all of these styles. Afterwards, during a time of fellowship, worshipers met new and visited with new friends
and shared informally about their experiences.
The third event is being planned for Saturday, April 23 from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at Aurora Hills Church,
12800 E. Alameda Ave, Aurora, CO. At Cr ossWalking #3 we will spend mor e time talking, playing and fellowshipping together. There will be a few guided activities to help us get to know one another better and the presentation of
some interesting cultural facts to guide our conversations. In addition, we will discuss what value we have experienced
in CrossWalking thus far and dreaming of what else we could do to make CrossWalking more relevant and impactful in
our churches and in our communities. We will also spend time planning the fourth event, A Day of Service. Of course,
we will also enjoy a “picnic on the grounds” at Aurora Hills Church.
The CrossWalking Committee is hoping to see everyone who has already participated in one of the two events to come
and join us AND we hope to see lots of other folks who have not yet been able to join in this experience. But in order to
have enough food and materials we are asking that everyone please register. Click here to register or call the ABCRM
Office at 303-988-3900.
Steve Van Ostran
ABCRM Executive Minister

Angels Among Us — Great African-American Women
Saturday, April 30 from 9:45 – 11:45 a.m. Calvary Baptist in Denver and the Rocky Mountain Association of American Baptist Women invite you to come for the program. All women are invited.
Most of us know of Shirley Chisholm, Coretta Scott King, Rhonda Fields,
Arie Taylor, and Michelle Obama.
Come to Calvary Baptist Church Denver, on April 30th and hear stories
of other great African-American women.
All women are invited to this event celebrating women who helped humankind.
For more information, contact Calvary Baptist Church.
6500 E. Girard Ave.
Denver, CO 80224-2812
303-757-8421
cbc@calvarydenver.org
www.calvarydenver.org
RMAB 04/01/16

Carol Weale
Calvary Baptist Church
What’s in this RMAB?
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Colorado ABW Ministries Women’s Retreat
March 4 and 5 found 30 women at a 24-hour retreat at the First Baptist Church of Loveland,
CO. Everyone who attended had a great time. Thanks to the Loveland church we had an inexpensive weekend with many wonderful things happening. Our speaker, Kristy Engel (pictured
right with Estela Schweissing), shared about her new ministry. She travels the world as an IM
global consultant with a focus in health care. She told how she can enter countries that do not
allow missionaries because she is a nurse and works with hospitals and other health groups.
She spent time in Africa during the Ebola crisis and shares her expertise about health issues in
many different countries. It was very inspirational to hear her speak.
Our format was different this year as we began the retreat at 4 pm on Friday and ended by 4 pm
on Saturday so that most participants had time to return home before dark. On Saturday we
focused on doing some hands on work. We tore sheets and rolled about 60 bandages for the
Congo and explored other items we could send to the Congo White Cross. Some of the women
made fleece blankets for homeless and cancer patients. We also shared ideas for helping others
both locally and overseas. The ideas shared were creative and helped us learn new ways to be
the hands of feet of Christ.
Saturday afternoon ended with a meaningful communion service led
by Mary Beth Mankin. The attendees were grateful for the chance
to learn new things, listen to a wonderful speaker, be inspired, and
socialize. A great 24 hours!
Judy Rothe
Coordinator of Mission and Service Ministries
AB Women’s Ministries of Colorado

SAVE the DATE
ABWM Colorado Annual State Conference
June 10-11, 2016
Theme: See… “And Who Is My Neighbor?” (Luke 10: 25-37)
Aurora Hills Church
12800 E Alameda Ave., Aurora, CO 80012

Featured Speaker:
Gail Aita
Western Sec%on Coordinator
Na%onal AB Women’s Ministries
•
•
•
•

Music and Tes mony from Karen women of Ebenezer Ethnic Bap st Church
Bible Study Leaders: Estela Schweissing and Rev. Kay Farley
Leader of Closing Worship: Rev. Kimberly Salico-Diehl
Entertainment: Highlander Cel c Dancers

Publicity and Registra on Materials coming soon
Mary Beth Mankin, President
303-494-5582
mbmankin545@gmail.com
What’s in this RMAB?
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SAVE the DATE
2016 Annual Gathering

Clergy Renewal
J.S. Bach: A Journey into Joy / A Fortress Found
Join others in ministry for our unique ‘day retreat’ format as we let the music of Johann Sebastian Bach open areas of
music, beauty and renewal. Through his cantatas, we will explore that which seems to rob us of safety, joy and love.
Through Bach’s loves, humor and genius we will be guided by this mystical musician who gloried in the Word of God
and mathematical marvels. Each participant will take home means and methods to expand personal areas of beauty, joy,
genius, happiness and creativity all while keeping our feet on the firm foundation of our fortress. Ministers from all settings are welcome!
Two consecutive days of renewal
Friday, April 15, 2016, 8:30 am- 3 pm
Saturday April 16, 8:30 am – 3 pm
$60 for both days, includes lunch
Area lodging information available as needed.
To register, go to www.lifeandcare.org or contact
Shani Jones at sjones@lifeandcare.org or 720-506-4215

Phone: 720.506.4210
7935 E. Prentice Ave. Suite 111
Greenwood Village, CO 80111

See attached flyer for more information
RMAB 04/01/16
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Jane Loring Jones Scholarship
and Student Grant

Calendar
April

Attention: Women Looking to Higher Education

1-11

The Jane Loring Jones Scholarship and Student Grant
applications and eligibility requirements are available
on the ABCRM website at http://abcrm.org/
ministries/abwm/colorado/. The Jane Loring Jones
Scholarships are for undergraduates under 26 years of
age attending an accredited college this fall. The
Student Grant Scholarship is to assist women (over
the age of 25) in furthering their education as
Christian leaders in the home, church, and
community.
Please pass this information on to any American
Baptist female students in Colorado looking to
further their education. For questions, please email
Chris Oldham at chrisb3727@aol.com or call
719-641-8285.

Zambia Mission Trip

14

Gathering Commi<ee Mee ng

15

MLC Mee ng

16

Rev. Dr. Paul Mar n Funeral
Second Bap st Church
Los Angeles, CA

23

CrossWalking #3
Aurora Hill Church

May
6

Execu ve Commi<ee Mee ng

8

Mother’s Day

12-13

Joining God in the Neighborhood Event
Camp Judson, South Dakota

13-14

How to Create a Pathway for Planned
Giving Seminar

14

Rev. Dr. Paul Mar n Memorial
Macedonia Bap st Church, tenta%ve

16-20

Fes val of Homile cs, Atlanta, GA

30

Memorial Day

31

Missions Commi<ee Mee ng

Save the Date
Willow Creek
Leadership Summit
August 11-12, 2016
More information
coming soon!
.
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The Rocky Mountain
American Baptist
is published by the
American Baptist Churches
of the Rocky Mountains
www.abcrm.org
Steve Van Ostran
Executive Minister
svanostran@abcrm.org
This newsletter is published
on the 1st of each month.
The deadline for submissions
is the 20th of each month.
Send submissions to

akeys@abcrm.org
Reprint permission is granted
to ABCRM churches.

Phone (303) 988-3900
Fax (303) 988-0620
American Baptist Churches of the Rocky Mountains
9085 E. Mineral Circle Suite 170
Centennial, CO 80112

