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2017 Gathering Speakers Announced…. 
 

The 2017 Annual Gathering of the American Bap�st Churches of the Rocky 

Mountains will be held at First Bap�st Church of Fort Morgan, September 29 

and 30.  The theme of this year’s Gathering is:  

Storyline: An Unfinished Story.  Keynote speaker for the 

event will be Rev. Dr. Adam Bond, Assistant Professor of 

Historical Studies and American Bap�st Liaison at the  

Samuel DeWi2 Proctor School of Theology at Virginia Union 

University in Richmond.  The Friday Evening Worship 

Preacher will be Rev. Dr. Hikmat Kashouh, Pastor of  

Resurrec�on Church Beirut.  Bible study leaders will be  

Rev. Ann Scalfaro, Pastor at Calvary Bap�st Church, Denver 

and Rev. Dr. Daniel Che6, IM Missionary to Lebanon and 

Assistant Professor at Arab Bap�st Theological Seminary. 

 

Special to the Gathering this year will be the presenta�on of a historical �me-

line of ABCRM and churches. The ABCRM �meline will be prepared at a special 

session of the ABCRM Board in its summer mee�ng.  Each ABCRM church will 

also receive a �meline kit and be asked to take the �me to do a special exercise 

with their congrega�on to prepare their own �meline. 

 

This year’s Pre-Gathering Con�nuing Educa�on Event will 

be “The Story of Narra�ve Preaching”, presented by  

Rev. Dr. Mike Graves, Professor of Preaching and Worship 

at Saint Paul School of Theology, Overland Park, KS.  This 

interac�ve workshop will explore the merits of narra�ve 

preaching with par�cipants being asked to bring notes of a 

sermon or lesson in progress.  While this event is focused 

on preaching it is open to all; pastors, professional clergy, 

lay leaders, and those who may preach or teach as part of 

their personal ministry in the church. 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Steve Van Ostran 

Execu�ve Minister 

Rev. Dr. Adam Bond 

Rev. Dr. Mike Graves 
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ABCRM Staff and Board Members will be going on the road during the coming months as they seek to have a 

personal visit with key leaders and staff in all of the 84 congrega�ons that comprise our associa�on.  This 

ini�a�ve is being called Family Time reflec�ng the hoped 

for quality �me being spent between our ABCRM family 

members.  Staff and representa�ves of the Board will 

travel to the churches where they hope to have about a 

two-hour conversa�on with each of the churches to learn 

more about their unique history, giAs, opportuni�es and 

challenges.  While there, they hope to take some pictures 

of the facili�es and gather key documents for the files of 

the Region.  The visits will take place beginning in June of 

this year and the staff hopes to have them completed by 

the 2018 Winter Board Mee�ng.  Visits will be coordinat-

ed with the congrega�ons to facilitate the best use of 

travel and �me and to ensure adequate par�cipa�on of 

church leaders. 

 

Two “Beta” visits were held with Aurora Hills Church and 

First Bap�st of Colorado Springs in which not only was 

much learned about these two congrega�ons but also about the process.  In the process, the leaders are in-

vited to share about their church and ministry through some guided ques�ons and then informal conversa-

�ons as the visitors receive a guided tour of the congrega�on’s facili�es.  It is hoped that each visit will take 

approximately two hours.  The staff also hopes to do a brief “windshield” tour of the communi�es where we 

have churches prior to or following our visit. 

 

The first visits will be made June 8-11 and include a number of churches in Wyoming.  Prior to the visits, the 

churches will be sent further informa�on to help them prepare for the visit. 

 
Rev. Dr. Steve Van Ostran 

Execu�ve Minister 

Pastor Dan Schumacher shows some  

VBS props "Family Time" Visit 
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Willow Creek  

Global Leadership Summit 

August 10-11, 2017 
 

ABCRM REGISTRATION COSTS 
 

$120.00 per person through June 16, 2017  

(registration and payment must be received by 

June 16) 
 

$140.00 per person  

(Late/if available) after June 16, 2017  
 

If you are a member of an ABCRM church and  

purchase your ticket through ABCRM your price  

is greatly reduced.   
 

Click here to register and pay online 
 

Region Sites: 

• Casper, WY (Highland Park Community Church) 

• Cheyenne, WY (Cheyenne Hills Church) 

• Colorado Springs, CO (Woodman Chapel) 

• Denver [East], CO (Elevation Christian) 

• Denver [North], CO (Crossroads Church) 

• Denver [South], CO (Cherry Hills Community 

Church) 

• Grand Junction, CO (Vineyard Church) 

• Loveland, CO (Crossroads Church) 

• Albuquerque, NM (Fellowship Miss. Baptist 

Church) 
 

Join 380,000+ of your peers for two days of fresh, 

ac6onable and inspiring leadership training from a 

world-class faculty at a location near you. 
 

To pay by check: 

Registration form is available on our website at 

www.abcrm.org (under resources/forms), by  

calling our office at 303.988.3900 or click here. 
 

For additional information, visit 

www.willowcreek.com 

Rev. Dr. Lee B. Spitzer Called as  

ABCUSA General Secretary 
 

VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 

5/9/17)—On Monday, May 8, 

the Board of General Ministries 

met at Springhill Suites in  

Chicago to elect Reverend Dr. 

Lee B. Spitzer to the posi�on of 

General Secretary of American 

Bap�st Churches USA. Dr. 

Spitzer’s name was brought for-

ward to the Board of General 

Ministries by the General  

Secretary Search Commi2ee. 

Over the past several months 

the Search Commi2ee had interviewed numerous  

candidates. AAer much prayer, discernment, and deep 

discussion, the commi2ee iden�fied Dr. Spitzer as the 

candidate best suited to lead American Bap�sts forward. 

 

Currently Dr. Spitzer serves as Execu�ve Minister for the 

American Bap�st Churches in New Jersey. 

 

His goal as General Secretary is “to lead ABCUSA into a 

future of spiritual renewal, crea�ve service, and church 

growth, in joyful coopera�on with all partners of the 

American Bap�st Family.” His efforts as General Secretary 

will be directed toward strengthening connec�ons with 

ABC regions, affirming and enhancing our diversity, reach-

ing out to the next genera�on of leaders, growing trust 

and collabora�on, strengthening our American Bap�st 

iden�ty and providing administra�ve leadership in areas 

of stewardship, funding, and fiduciary concerns. 

 

Dr. Spitzer will be preaching on Sunday morning, July 2, at 

the American Bap�st Biennial Mission Summit in Portland, 

Oregon. 

 

Dr. Spitzer will begin his service as General Secretary on 

June 1. 

 

For more informa�on about Rev. Dr. Spitzer, visit 

www.abc-usa.org or click here. 

http://www.abc-usa.org/
http://www.abc-usa.org/2017/05/09/rev-dr-lee-b-spitzer-called-as-abcusa-general-secretary/
https://willow-creek-global-leadership-summit-abcrm.echurchevents.com/step1
http://abcrm.org/
http://abcrm.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Willow-Creek-reg-form.pdf
http://www.willowcreek.com/index.asp
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2017 Camps 

Youth Camps at Wyoba Summer 2017 
 
Senior High Camp  July 9 – 15 Cost $275 
 
Junior High Camp July 16 – 22 Cost $275 
 
Junior Camp July 23 – 29 Cost $275 
 
Primary Camp July 30 – August 2 Cost $165 
 
Wyoba Camp information was mailed to our churches 
in March. 

Registration 
Deadline is  
June 30 
 
For more  
information and 
registration  
materials, go to 
wyoba.org. 

Front Range Camp at Quaker Ridge 
July 16-22, 2017 

 

Register online today at 
www.frontrangecamping.org 

 

Registration Deadline is June 30 
 

Theme: Bread and Water, Prisoner of Christ 

Camp Fees:  

REGISTRATION FEES 
 

 

Camp Grade Completed AB Rate* Non AB Rate 

Elementary 2-5 $305 $330 
 

Middle School 6-8 $320 $350 
 

Sr. High 9-12 $320 $350 

http://www.frontrangecamping.org/
http://www.wyoba.org/
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Camp Wyoba Pre-Summer News 2017 

From Jenita Calton 

Wyoba Board President 

 

I wanted to share a few thoughts with the churches that so heroically sup-

port Camp Wyoba. 
 

 

 

Are you planning on coming to Camp for Work Week,  

June 11 - 17? We would love to have you, and we have some great projects 

lined out for the week. If you can let us know you are coming, we will make 

sure to have food for you to eat. 
 

 

 

Are you praying for Camp Wyoba? If uranium is the fuel used to power nuclear fusion, prayer is the fuel used 

to power Camp Wyoba. I’m not sure I would/could go into a week with kids if prayer wasn’t suppor�ng me; 

so many things can go wrong, and oh so many things can go very, very right. 
 

 

 

I found myself backed into a corner this last week concerning Chris�an camping. As a board member, it is 

easy to be diverted into thinking we need more kids at camp to solve our fiduciary problems. While that may 

be true, it is not the whole or real story. 

 

The ABCRM Region has given us a great incen�ve to go out and find kids to go to camp. Campers will a2end 

at  half the cost if a church sends more kids to camp than last year. To make that more understandable, if 

your church sent four campers last year and this year you send six campers, two of those campers will go at 

half- price. At my church we are trying all kinds of things to get more campers to Wyoba.  

 

That’s where my thinking was driving to the grocery store, but then God gave me a different perspec�ve. 

How would my community be changed if more kids abandoned a week of ordinary summer living for a week 

of �me moving slowly, inten�onal rela�onships, being outside, and the challenge of naviga�ng the shower 

house? Would they come home with a different outlook? 

 

I think so. Did I men�on that kids are shown how Jesus loves them because adults love them? Or that the 

Spirit wants to be an ac�ve force in their life because they felt that Spirit at camp? Or that they knew the joy 

of singing and the peace of prayer because they did these things at camp? 

 

Would my community be changed if ten kids had that experience instead of eight?  
 

 

 

 

Now therefore may it please you to bless the house of your servant, so that it may con�nue forever  

before you. For you, O Lord God, have spoken, and with your blessing shall the house of your 

servant be blessed forever.”  

2 Samuel 7: 29 
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Total Solar Eclipse in Casper 

August 21, 2017 
 

Less than 30 beds are available at Camp Wyoba for the solar eclipse on Monday, August 21st. In addi�on to seeing the 

wonders of God’s crea�on there will be: 

• 2 teams of scien�sts from the High Al�tude Observatory Na�onal Center for Atmospheric Research on hand 

doing experiments. 

• Another scien�st will be available who likes to talk to folks. 

• A re�red scien�st, Bill Mankin, will be doing a talk on solar eclip-

ses Sunday night. 

• PBS crew on loca�on filming the scien�sts. 

• Worship service Monday morning led by Mary Cabin. 

• Access to the fun stuff at Wyoba to help pass the �me. 
 

If you would like more informa�on, visit wyoba.org and go to the ‘church 

friends’ tab. 

 

Come and Celebrate 
100 Years of Camping on Grand Mesa 

Saturday, July 8, 2017     Baron Lake Camp 
 

10 a.m. – Worship and Program 
12 noon - Hamburger Cookout/Lunch 

Afternoon - Boating and Ball Games, Crafts, Camp Store, Camp Songs 
  

Don’t Miss the Fun and Your Camp Friends! 
   
Contact us to RSVP, ask questions and help invite past campers (please provide name and 
email/address): 
 Betty Schanz, 970-250-5102, bkschanz329@msn.com   
 Connie Pittenger, 970-249-4308, conpittenger@gmail.com 

http://www.wyoba.org/


 Page 7 

What’s in this RMAB?  RMAB 06/01/17 

3 Ways Your Lobby is a Barrier 
 

For years I’ve been conduc�ng church Mystery Visits. Some call it a se-

cret shopper but ul�mately I’m walking into churches across the country 

with church culture knowledge coupled with the community’s demo-

graphic research. This formula produces defini�ve steps to helping 

churches become relevant while removing barriers to those entering for 

the first �me. 
 

When someone enters a performing arts center, a church, or auditori-

um, the lobby is the second place that establishes the experience 

(parking lot is first). 
 

In new places, the lobby makes you feel good or arouses concerns. 
 

Here are 3 ways that lobbies (foyers) become barriers to the community: 
 

1. Decor. The website houzz.com (an online community that discusses home architecture and interior design) asked 

their members how oAen someone should update their home decor. Most said every 5 years. Public areas are even 

more important. Our rule of thumb? Decide who you want to come through your doors, visit their public hangout 

areas in their community, and compare your decor and surfaces. You want the community to feel you’re up-to-

date. This makes people comfortable in a new loca�on. Want to extend a decor’s lifespan? Create neutral surfaces 

that can be enhanced with trendy add-ons that can be economically changed. Remember that we usually don’t re-

alize our surroundings are dated, so ask others who can be honest with you. 

 

 Con�nued on page 11 

https://www.beknownforsomething.com/tips-effective-church-greeters/
https://www.beknownforsomething.com/
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Short Term Mission Opportunity 

Black Hills of South Dakota – August 5-13, 2017 

The American Bap6st Churches of Nebraska and the Dakota have teamed up in each of the last sixteen years to  

minister at the annual gathering of over 400,000 people in Sturgis, South Dakota for Bike Week!  (A2endance in  

2015 was 739,000.) 
 

The ABC Emergency Services Center was created I the basement of the First Bap�st Church of Northern Hills in  

Deadwood to help those who became stranded due to injury, abandonment, or mechanical breakdown.  

Many of those we help are referred to us by law enforcement, hospitals or social services agencies.   

Posters and brochures also help many find us for help.  Since 2011 we have worked out of the  

First Bap�st Church of Rapid City. 
 

Volunteers from American Bap�st churches around the country spend all or part of the week helping, feeding,  

transpor�ng, and counseling the dozens of individuals who come to the ABCESE for assistance.  Throughout the week 

calls come in at all hours of the day and night from churches, police and rescue workers, and individuals, wan�ng us  

to help men, women, and children in need. 
 

Volunteers don’t need to be motorcyclists, but need a heart for evangelism and a willingness to serve.  Women  

volunteers are especially needed due to the large percentage of women and children that we end up assis�ng.   

If you can come for all or part of the week, we can find a job for you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more informa�on contact: 

ABC of Nebraska • 6404 Maple Street • Omaha, NE  68104 

402.556.4730 • 877.244.7339 (toll-free) 

LCline@ameritas.com  

Interested in Sturgis Rally Ministry 2017 

♦ The ABC Emergency Services Center will be open August 5-13.  Early arrivers can be accommo-

dated on August 4. 

♦ Sleeping space is provided.  Most bring an air ma2ress. 

♦ RVers will be provided with space to set up. 

♦ This mission project is designed for adults.  High school students will be permi2ed when accom-

panied by a parent. 

♦ Follow-up on those ministered to will be coordinated by contacts in ABC regions around the 

country. 

♦ Each par�cipant is asked to contribute $100 towards this project.  Local churches are encouraged 

to assist par�cipa�ng members in raising this amount.  Contribu�ons may be made through ABC 

Nebraska and ABC Dakotas. 
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https://www.internationalministries.org/teams/109-bethell
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Calendar  
 

June 

  One Great Hour of Sharing Offering Month 

 9-10 Wyoba Men’s Retreat 

 9-10 ABW Colorado Conference  

  80th Anniversary 

 11-17 Wyoba  Work Week 

 16-18 Grand Mesa Family Camp 

 17 Wyoba Reunion Lunch 

 18 Father’s Day 

 18-24 Grand Mesa High School Camp 

 23 FBC, Longmont presents 

  Great Gospel Music 

 24-29 Grand Mesa  Middle School Camp 

 29-July 2 Grand Mesa  Elementary Camp 

 30-July 2 2017 Biennial Mission Summit 

  Portland, Oregon 
 

July 

 4 Independence Day 

 7-8 MLC Mee�ng 

 9-15 Wyoba Senior High Camp 

 13 Gathering Commi2ee Conference Call 

 16-22 Front Range Camp 

 16-22 Wyoba Junior High Camp 

 23-29 Wyoba Junior Camp 

 27-29 Region Board Mee�ng 

 30-Aug 2 Wyoba Primary Camp 

June is One Great Hour of Sharing offering month.  

OGH giAs provide disaster relief and development 

assistance in the United States and overseas.  

Give by designa�ng this line on your mission  

giving remit form.  For more informa�on visit 

www.abc-usa.org. 

2. Conges6on. Your lobby has to corral people while 

allowing movement toward the main worship are-

as and other ministry areas. You also want people 

to feel free to stop and talk and meet new people 

if possible. When a lobby space is reduced in an 

area because of architecture or content, we call 

that a pinch. Pinches cause conges�on in the area 

and can make your lobby feel unfriendly. Few 

people like conges�on, so ensure that your lobby 

space is as large as possible by elimina�ng any-

thing that isn’t necessary. It’s a balancing act to 

have your space well-designed with chairs and 

important informa�onal kiosks, yet have non-

pinched spaces to create a friendly gathering 

place. 

3. Community Friendly. Remember everyone enter-

ing your lobby is not familiar with your church 

terms. Ensure that each age group (seniors, chil-

dren’s, youth, etc.) understands where to go with-

out using internal sub-brands. Way-finding sign-

age needs to be clear, direct, and obvious for all 

necessi�es: restrooms, exits, mee�ng areas, etc. 

Need help understanding what’s needed? Again, 

visit other large auditoriums that deal with large 

groups to see how they do it. Most of them spend 

thousands of dollars to ensure direc�onal signage 

is obvious. 
 

It’s difficult to do, but start in the parking lot and walk 

into each of your entrances like you’ve never been 

there before. Do it regularly on a Sunday morning, 

watch for confusion, and listen to ques�ons. Remove 

every possible barrier so that your audience barely 

no�ces the lobby area as they walk through it to the 

worship areas. 
 

To view this ar�cle online, click here.  

 

Mark MacDonald 

Senior Brand Strategist, Crea�ve Director, Blogger 

BeKnownForSomething PinPointCrea�ve 

 

 
Originally published at BeKnownForSomething.com (who holds the 

copyright); an organiza�on dedicated to effec�ve church  

communica�ons while helping individuals and ministries become 

known for something influen�al; so they'll point to Christ.  

Printed with Permission. 

Con�nued from  page  7 

https://www.beknownforsomething.com/act-age-community/
https://www.beknownforsomething.com/no-parking-barriers-church/
https://www.beknownforsomething.com/knowing-audience-effective-church-communication/
https://www.beknownforsomething.com/3-ways-lobby-barrier/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=52041202&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9QEBwb4JrvnRURGrK28rvT_7MP_sBOCjG5Z1lO_wfD3HFay90KBJ_20srlNt8lllOKp6y6CWqm7bWiGWUPR9XsVLpFwQ&_hsmi=52041202
https://www.beknownforsomething.com/
https://www.beknownforsomething.com/
http://www.abc-usa.org/
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Reprint permission is granted 
to ABCRM churches. 

 

 

http://abcrm.org/

