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Empower the Small Church Conference
for Pastors of Small Churches
The majority of ABCRM churches are small churches—less than 75 in Sunday worship.
In small churches, ﬁnancial resources are limited and many have a part $me pastor.
Bivoca$onal ministry is tough; managing a full-$me job, serving a church, and caring for
a family takes more $me than there is in a week. In an eﬀort to help and support our
pastors of small churches, ABCRM is sponsoring a program Empower the Small Church
for pastors and their spouses; spouses are included because ministry in small churches
is almost always a team eﬀort by a couple. The Empower the Small Church program
began with a conference held February 17-19 at the Fairﬁeld Inn in Cheyenne, WY. A
grant from the Palmer Founda$on covers much of the cost of the program.
The principal speaker for the conference was Dr. Tony Pappas. He was pastor of a small
church on Block Island, RI for 25 years and also served as Execu$ve Minister for ABC
Churches of Massachuse6s. He has wri6en several books on ministry in small churches,
one of which was supplied to each of the par$cipants. Ten pastors, along with spouses
of eight, accepted the invita$on to par$cipate. The three-day conference alternated
between presenta$ons by Tony and discussions around the tables by the par$cipants.
Region staﬀ served as facilitators.
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Par$cipants were encouraged to make a plan to use the learning in their own churches.
Ministry coaches will work with the pastors to help them implement their plan.
For a fun ac$vity, the group went to the Terry Bison Ranch and had a train tour through
the buﬀalo herd. We were able to get “up close and personal” with the buﬀalo, who
ate alfalfa pellets out of our hands. A9er the tour, we had a western dinner at the restaurant at the ranch. Fortunately, the weather cooperated well with our plans.
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Empower the Small Church will con$nue with a series of video conferences focusing on speciﬁc concerns of small
church pastors; the subjects will be selected by the par$cipants and an expert on the subject will lead the conference.
Pastors who missed the ﬁrst conference but who want to join in the video conferences should contact their ministry
coach for further details.
Bill Mankin
Ministry and Mission Coach
Wyoming Cluster

Holiday Hope is Happening!!
On Saturday, December 10, First Bap$st Church Gille6e hosted the 5th year of
Holiday Hope. This event is for those in the community who need help with
their holiday gi9 giving and meals. The church planned for three months for
the six-hour event serving 500 people this year.
As people lined up outside the church for their chance to look over merchandise, church members are prepared a meal and made sure the last-minute details were handled. Each person entering the building they was given a $cket
for one new children’s toy. With it they received a brand-new toy of their
choice and were able to pick out used toys to further supplement their needs.
The basement of the church contained piles and piles of used clothing, coats,
shoes and household items. The a6endees were able to
browse through these items and gather what they need.
Volunteers helped them carry their items to their cars
and then welcomed them to par$cipate in a meal in the
annex.
Throughout the week, volunteers had been planning,
buying and preparing a meal for each person. The menu
included chili, bread, drinks, and a dessert. The people
were able to sit for a few minutes and eat their meal before leaving.
Mikelle Hallock Schmit has spearheaded this event since it started and does a wonderful job of ﬁnding dona$ons and
recrui$ng volunteers. Many church members were involved from November 1 to the day of the event with gathering
and se@ng up tables, asking for clothing and toys, asking for and buying food and toys as well as unpacking thousands
of sacks of dona$ons.
When the day ended the church packed up anything that was not given away. These items were taken to
Vision Beyond Boarders by Shirley Hecht to bless others both here in the United States and around the world.
Because of the downturn in Gille6e’s economy, 2016 proved to be a li6le harder to gather support from the communiRMAB 03/01/17
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ty. Our Ci$zens and businesses all felt the pinch of lower tax dollars and less income. Jobs were more in demand because of oil ﬁeld and coal mine reduc$ons. S$ll the church was encouraged by the amount of support that came.
Please pray for this event for the coming year as the church begins to plan and prepare for 2017: that God con$nue to
bless this project.
Cynthia Rigsby
FBC, Gille e
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March is
America for Christ
Oﬀering Month

Cul va ng leaders as instruments of God’s peace
By the Rev. Sandra Dorsainvil
What is peace? What does it look like? As a denomina$onal leader for mission and stewardship in Massachuse6s, I o9en ﬁnd myself challenged by these two ques$ons.
The word peace took on deeper meaning during a civil rights pilgrimage of clergy and laity to Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama
and Georgia in 2014.
We heard tes$monies of trauma, hurt, oppression and forgiveness from Sarah Collins Rudolph—survivor of the 1963 bombing
of 16th Street Bap$st Church, Birmingham, Ala.—and the since deceased Amelia Pla6s BoyntonRobinson—among those injured by
law enforcement oﬃcers on the Edmund Pe6us Bridge, Selma, Ala., in
1965. Peace lived in their hearts, and
they taught me as we conversed.
Before returning home, we gathered
at the historic Ebenezer Bap$st
Church, Atlanta, where American
Bap$st Home Mission Socie$es’ Rev. Dr. Brenda Halliburton Williams reﬂected on James 1:22. “Do not merely listen to the Word,
and so deceive yourselves,” she challenged us. “Do what it says.”
We were confronted with our individual and corporate calls as
leaders to be be6er instruments of God’s peace. Whether on a
pilgrimage or delivering God’s Word from the pulpit, as a leader
and missionary, I strive to show God’s light of peace.
When you support the America for Christ Oﬀering, you help
ABHMS to cul vate leaders who are instruments of God’s
peace.
The Rev. Sandra Dorsainvil is director of Mission and Stewardship,
American Bap&st Churches of Massachuse s.
Photo: Ebenezer Bap$st Church, Atlanta
RMAB 03/01/17
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2016 Annual Reports
It is that $me of year again
to collect your church data
to update our Region oﬃce
data and Na$onal registry.
We know that this process
takes some $me to complete, but the informa$on is
useful to assess the health of
our denomina$on. It helps
us plan for future mission and ministry, so your reports
are important!
2016 Annual Report’s were
mailed to our churches in January. Please take the $me to
complete your report and send it
in early. If you need assistance
with your report, please contact
our oﬃce at 303.988.3900 or
your mission and ministry coach.
We thank all of you for your support to our Region.

2017 Camp Dates

Front Range Camp at Quaker Ridge
July 23-29

Camp Wyoba
Senior High Camp, July 9-15
Junior High Camp, July 16-22
Junior Camp, July 23-29
Primary Camp, July 30-August 2

Grand Mesa

Save the Date
WyobaFest

Family Camp, June 16-18
High School Camp, June 18-24
Middle School Camp, June 24-29
Elementary Camp, June 29-July 2

Saturday, April 1, 2017
First Baptist Church
514 S. Beech St
Casper, WY 82601
The party will start at 1:00 p.m.
Don’t miss it.
For more information, please contact
Jenita at mjmjpack@vcn.com.
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Angels Among Us—Great African American Women
Daisy Bates
You have no doubt heard of the Li6le Rock Nine. But do you know Daisy Bates,
who was mentor to and shepherd of the nine students during those tumultuous
days in 1957-58?
Daisy was born in Hu@g, Arkansas near the Louisiana border. Her birth year is
uncertain, some saying as early as 1913 and some as late as 1924. Daisy’s mother was raped and killed when she was just a baby. Therea9er she was adopted
and raised by Orlee and Susie Smith.
An early incident in the local meat market awakened Daisy to the brutal awareness of rampant injus$ce. While Daisy was wai$ng to be served, the butcher
ignored her and served all the white folk ﬁrst. At last a package of fa6y pork
chops was thrust into her young hands. In her childhood days, black people could not vote, black children a6ended
separate and inferior schools, black folk rode in separate train compartments and were banned from many public facili$es such as parks, theatres, restaurants and hotels. It was a most unjust system. Soon a9er the meat market incident,
Daisy’s father told her “You’re ﬁlled with hatred. Hate can destroy you. Don’t hate the white people. Hate the humilia$on, hate the discrimina$on, hate the insults. Then try to do something about it.”
In her adult years, Daisy became ac$ve in the civil rights movement as the president of the Arkansas NAACP. There
were powerful forces afoot opposing progress toward equality. She and her husband, L.C., were ac$ve as publishers of
the Arkansas State Press, an inﬂuen$al black newspaper in Arkansas. Daisy became known throughout the state as the
“champion of school integra$on”. They took several personal hits over those integra$on years, with bricks thrown
through their windows, spraying of bullets and ﬁre bombs on the roof. In a le6er to the NAACP Counsel in New York
she wrote “As of now I hold the world’s record for crosses burned on lawns of houses.” All this because she made it
her mission to assist nine students in their eﬀorts to enroll in the all-white Central High School of Li6le Rock. The circula$on of the newspaper plunged from 22,000 to just 6,000 and released its ﬁnal issue in 1959, due to the bigots who
made it their mission to destroy it.
The original group was 80, then 32, then 16 and ﬁnally nine. Daisy met with the students daily before and a9er school,
suppor$ng them and a6emp$ng to assure their parents that they would be kept safe. Two racist groups formed to
oppose school integra$on. One was the Mothers’ League of Central High School. They claimed that ‘communism’ was
behind the integra$on eﬀorts, and yes, behind every eﬀort of the NAACP. A9er three weeks of being barred from entry (by the state’s Na$onal Guard, no less), President Eisenhower exchanged telegrams with Governor Orval Faubus
and expressed his fury over the governor’s refusal to obey the U.S. Supreme Court’s order to integrate the schools.
Finally, on September 25, 1957 the nine students entered school with the 101st Airborne Division of the U.S. Army as
escort. Daisy made sure that the students rode safely in Army vehicles and later in car pools. Their integra$on into the
all-white school was far from easy. Verbal insults (“Why don’t you go back to Africa?”), punches and kicking, thumbtacks le9 on chairs, tripping on the stairs, walking on the Nine’s heels, body slams into lockers – these were just a few
of the tac$cs meant to discourage the students and keep them away. Cards with racist messages and rhymes appeared
everywhere. One student, Jeﬀerson Thomas, was hit so hard at school that he crumpled to the ﬂoor unconscious. Daisy confronted the superintendent, Mr. Blossom, who told her to take up the ma6er with the Na$onal Guard. Each day
the nine came to Daisy’s house to discuss the day’s events. Even in November they were being harassed and bullied to
try to force them to leave. “They are not going to give in,” said Daisy. And give in they did not.
This is Daisy Bates of Arkansas. She who hosted Mar$n Luther King Jr., Thurgood Marshall and other well-known frontrunners in the movement in her home. She who stood out as a black woman who refused to be in$midated by biased
whites in authority, she who wrote her story (The Long Shadow of Li le Rock), she who refused to give up. A9er their
high school gradua$on, all nine went on to college, thanks to the funds Daisy raised through the NAACP.
During the March on Washington in 1963 Daisy Bates was one of six Negro women honored for her endeavors toward
integra$on of the schools. She served on the Board of Directors on the NAACP and also the Southern Chris$an LeaderRMAB 03/01/17
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ship Conference. During the 1996 Atlanta Olympics
Daisy carried the torch to light the ﬂame. Even today
the third Monday in February is celebrated as the
Daisy Bates holiday. Hail to Daisy Bates!

Calendar
March
America For Christ Oﬀering Month

Beth Kie+
Calvary Bap&st Church, Denver

9-10
10

Region Board Mee$ng
Rev. William Golson Jr., True Light BC
Re$rement Banquet

12

Daylight Savings Time begins

April

We’re thrilled to oﬀer a sneak peek at
the 2017 Summit faculty and look forward to unveiling more in the coming
weeks!

1

WyobaFest at FBC, Casper

9

Palm Sunday

14

Good Friday (oﬃce closed)

16

Easter Sunday

17-25

Amsterdam Mission Trip

18-20

Double Digit Pastors Retreat

Save the Date
August 10-11, 2017
Region Sites:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Canon City, CO (Vineyard Church)
Casper, WY (Highland Park Community
Church)
Cheyenne, WY (Cheyenne Hills Church)
Colorado Springs, CO (Woodman Chapel)
Denver [North], CO (Crossroads Church)
Denver [South], CO (Cherry Hills Community
Church)
Grand Junc$on, CO (Vineyard Church)
Loveland, CO (Crossroads Church)
Albuquerque, NM (Fellowship Miss. Bap$st
Church)

Daylight Savings Time begins
Sunday, March 12. Don’t forget
to set your clocks ahead one
hour on Saturday night.

Join 380,000+ of your peers for two days of fresh,
ac onable and inspiring leadership training from a
world-class faculty at a loca$on near you.
Region cket prices and registra on forms will be
available soon.
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