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The Rocky Mountain American Baptist
A Newsletter of the American Baptist Churches in the Rocky Mountain Region

2016 ABCRM Gathering
Focused on Churches Being Good Neighbors
Using the parable of The Good Samaritan as a focus, ABCRM’s 2016 Gathering focused
on churches and church members looking out their front doors to be good neighbors to
those around them. ABCRM met in Colorado Springs September 29- October 1. There
were 115 people from 36 of our churches who registered to participate in the events during the weekend which include presentations, entertainment, worship and thought provoking conversations. The atmosphere was joyful, hopeful and promising.
This year’s Gathering kicked off on
Thursday with a workshop on how individuals in the church can be the hands
and feet of Christ by simply being good
neighbors to those who live around
them. This event was followed by our
annual Clergy Appreciation Dinner
which in addition to an excellent meal
included a wonderful evening of thought
provoking entertainment and learning by
Steve Spangler (pictured).
On Friday, the Annual Gathering officially opened with powerful worship
that began with joyful music led by
Deanna Dyer of Trinity Baptist from
Douglas, WY. This led to a powerful
message and devotional provided by
Pastor John Roberts of First Baptist of
Sterling. Following opening worship,
the session was invited into conversation
about the question of who is your neighbor by three original skits written by Pastor Bill
Wolfe (recently retired from Highland Park and currently co-serving as interim at FBC,
Simla) with input and acting by Pastor Dave DeMott from FBC, Grand Junction.
In the afternoon, Pastor Mary Tellis from Solomon Temple, Denver shared about how
their church is being a neighbor to their inner-city community. Following this time, participants had the opportunity to attend four workshops related to Missions in Chiapas,
Disaster Relief support, Neighborhood Mission Projects and Joining God in the Neighborhood. Participants also had the opportunity to visit with various vendors and partner
ministries who joined us for the event. Witnessing the energy of the conversations and
fellowship was inspiring and a wonderful pre-curser to the Friday evening worship service.
This worship service was held at First Baptist of Colorado Springs and was built around
the theme text for the evening of Luke 10:1-10. The Colorado Springs Praise Team
kicked the worship off with some energizing music and we shared in a powerful communion experience in which each person received and served the elements from and to
another—in other words, we practiced being priests to one another! Pastor Matt Manning (Lead Pastor at Crossroads Baptist, Northglenn, Thornton and Ft. Lupton) had a
powerful message as he exegeted the text for us. Also during the service, we welcomed
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two congregations into fellowship with ABCRM, Central Baptist Church of Denver and Grace River Church
in Severance, CO.
Saturday morning began with several breakfast events
where area churches fellowshipped together. There was
also the Q&A time held by Steve Van Ostran, ABCRM
Executive Minister, regarding the state of the Region.
The morning session began with a devotional led by endorsed IM Missionary Juan Aragón. Juan and his wife
Denise will be serving in Chiapas, Mexico once they
have raised funds and received their training. Juan and
Denise and their two children were guests of the Region
for the Gathering. Juan’s devotional was followed by a
presentation by Bill Warren, ABCRM President
(member Calvary Baptist, Denver) who was the former
moderator of Aurora Community Baptist Church when
the church decided to close with grace and start a church
to reach the current community. Bill produced a wonderful video detailing the history of the work and then
shared a little about the current ministries that are meeting in the old facilities which are currently owned and
managed by the Region.
This all led to the business meeting where we not only
approved some changes to our constitution but also
elected new officers and board members for the Region.
The key changes to the constitution were an adjustment
of quorum requirements, making the Executive Minister
the Board Secretary to facilitate recording and preservation of minutes and to make the execution of legal documents easier and a clarification of the Region’s reversionary clause.
The meeting wrapped up with a time of worship and a
devotional led by retiring board member and pastor,
Fred Dyer from Trinity Baptist. Fred gave a wonderful
summary of the three days and reminded us that we were
and are all – one another’s neighbors.
Plans are currently being made for the 2017 Gathering to
be held in the northern part of Colorado.
Steve Van Ostran
ABCRM Executive Minister

Gathering Business Meetings
At every Gathering, it
is necessary for the
delegates from the
churches to conduct
some business for the
Region. There were
two business sessions.
Seventy-five delegates representing 35
churches were present, constituting a
quorum. In the first session, on Friday, President Bill
Warren gave his report to the meeting. Executive Minister Steve Van Ostran presented the financial report on
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behalf of Karen Van. The Region is in a fairly strong financial shape; the auditors gave a clean report. The Region has
received the assets of First Baptist Church in Pueblo, which
closed earlier this year; when the sale of the building is
complete, the Region will realize around $1 million.
The proposed changes to the Region bylaws were presented,
to be voted on during the second business session. The
principal changes were a reduction in the number of churches that must be represented at the Gathering to constitute a
quorum, and eliminating the position of Secretary, allowing
the Executive Minister to serve that function; an additional
at-large Board member would be added to maintain the present Board size.
The Nominating Committee presented its recommendations
for officers and Board members for next year. They nominated:
• Estelle Torpy as President
• Bill Warren as Past President,
• Matt Manning as Vice President
• Gloria Montgomery as Member-at-Large
• Andy Wyatt as Treasurer
• Eugene Downing as Denver Cluster rep
• Kecia Hodges as SE Colorado/New Mexico rep
• Jeff Lundblad as Northern Front Range rep
• James Conley as Western Slope rep
• Brenda Schladweiler as Wyoming rep
• Mark Wallace to serve on the Investment Committee
Elections took place at the second business session.
At the second business session, on Saturday, Steve Van Ostran gave the Executive Minister’s report. He said that in
the past eight years, there has been a culture change in our
Region resulting in greater unity. He encouraged greater
connections among the churches, perhaps with pulpit exchanges or backyard mission projects. United Mission giving has declined; we need to increase support for mission.
Churches should encourage those whom God is calling into
ministry. We need to support missionaries, the Aragón’s as
well as the Myers; the Region will be supporting both.
The changes in the bylaws were voted on by voting card
and passed unanimously. There had been no nominations
by the delegates for the officers, and so the slate proposed
by the Nominating Committee was elected by consensus.
The Region meeting was recessed to allow for the meetings
of the Colorado and Wyoming Baptist Associations. Each
Association voted that the officers of ABCRM should be
the officers of their Association. Additionally, the meeting
of the Wyoming Baptist Association accepted recommended nominees for the Board of Camp Wyoba. There being
no further business, the meeting of ABCRM was adjourned.
Bill Mankin
Mission and Ministry Coach
Wyoming Cluster
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Moving Back Into
the Neighborhood
When looking at a diamond, we are told to hold it up to
the light and look at it from various perspectives. Each
perspective or angle will reveal a new perspective on the
beauty of the diamond.

of meetings and activities so that people have time to strategically be a neighbor.
Being a neighbor can be a cliché. We can argue, “But that
doesn’t apply to me because . . .” The reality is that if we
turn this concept a little, we can see ways that it does apply. Your neighbors might not be people who live near
you, they might be five people with whom you work.
Your neighborhood might be your office or store. Your
neighborhood might be the Starbucks you visit regularly
or the spin class that you go to every week. You might not
be comfortable having a BBQ for your neighbors, but you
might be the one who is the hands and feet of Jesus for a
“neighbor” in the midst of a difficult time.
Neighborhood isn’t so much about geography as relationships. We are reminded that we are to “Love God with our
whole heart, soul, and mind, and our neighbor as ourselves.”
Mike Oldham
Ministry and Mission Coach
NFR and SE/NM

Annual Gathering
Cluster Breakfasts

The theme for the 2016 Gathering was, “Who Is Your
Neighbor?”
At the Pre Gathering Training Event, Tom Anthony
helped over fifty people turn this theme around and view
it from different perspectives. What does it mean to be a
neighbor? Who is my neighbor? What next? What happens if we do this as a church?
Unfortunately, the church developed confused geography
with theology. In small towns, churches were often built
near the center of the town (often on Church Street). As
cities grew and spread into suburban neighborhoods, we
built “neighborhood” churches. Unfortunately, we forgot
that people no longer saw the church, whether in the center of the small town or in their neighborhood, as the center of community life. We busily focused on our activities
and “keeping our doors open,” and somehow missed that
people no longer came to the church. Then we developed
the practice of “knocking on doors” and inviting them to
come to church.
Tom asked, “What if the church went to them?” Not to
knock on their doors and invite them to come to our building, but to be a loving part of their life. This workshop
shared practical tools for moving back into the neighborhood. Tom also challenged churches to reduce the number
What’s in this RMAB?

One of the highlights from this
year’s Gathering was the Cluster
Breakfasts. They were a time of
getting to know those people in
your cluster along with sharing a
great breakfast. They were also
a time to connect with someone
that you may not yet have been
able to chat with.
Three Clusters met in a room
designated by the Region Mission Coach assigned to their area. The board representatives from the clusters also helped facilitate the morning
discussions. There are five Clusters in our Region. The
Clusters and representatives are:
Wyoming – Fred Dyer (Brenda Schladweiler, new rep)
Northern Front Range – Lynette Thayer (Jeff Lundblad,
new rep)
Denver – Eugene Downing
Southeast Colorado/New Mexico – Kecia Hodges
Western Slope – Bob Witt (James Conley new rep)
At the Wyoming breakfast we had a great time getting to
know one another. Some new people to our cluster were
not quite sure what is involved with a cluster so that was
discussed. We also enjoyed having time to fellowship and
share what is happening in our local churches.
In the future I think this should become a part of each
Gathering and each person attending should be encouraged to participate.
Cynthia Rigsby
Region Board Past President (2014-2016)
RMAB 11/01/16
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Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood at the Gathering
In exploring our Gathering theme of “Who is Your Neighbor?” we visited Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood for some experiential learning. Mr. Rogers, played by Dave DeMott, complete with cardigan, welcomed us to his neighborhood to learn
some lessons about being a neighbor. Bill Wolfe and Dave created three skits of people being neighborly, or not, to help
us understand how to be a neighbor.
Actors Kecia Hodges, Bill Hale, and John-Mark Brown, performed in the skits along with Dave. In one skit, they portrayed an elderly woman, a motorcycle rider, and a conventional man. Despite their differences, Mr. Rogers welcomed
each to the neighborhood. People who are different from each other can be neighbors.
In another skit, Rev. Cookie Minister and Deacon Donut were welcomed by Mr. Rogers; each brought a generous supply
of his favorite sweet. When a young woman arrived who had been accosted on the street, she was distraught and hungry.
Mr. Rogers went to find her some graham crackers, expecting that the Minister and Deacon would share their goodies.
Instead they sneaked away. But Mr. Rogers was a true neighbor, sharing his graham crackers, comforting her, and giving her a ride home.
These light-hearted skits were very entertaining, but helped us discern the answer to Jesus’ question, “Who is Your
Neighbor?” Thanks to Bill Wolfe, Dave DeMott, and the actors for their creativity and humor.
Bill Mankin
Mission and Ministry Coach
Wyoming Cluster
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Steve Spangler Made Science Fun
One of the highlights of this year’s Gathering was the Clergy Appreciation Dinner. The event was held at the Hotel Eleganté in the Summit Ballroom. We enjoyed a beautiful view of Pikes Peak, indulged in a delicious dinner and recognized clergy in ABCRM.
But the highlight for me was Steve Spangler. Steve is a best-selling author, educator and Emmy award-winning science
communicator who is passionate about making science fun. You might have seen him on YouTube or on the Ellen DeGeneres show.
Steve pulled people from the audience and had them “experiment”. This was fun to watch and the best part was that
everyone had a chance to try the experiments too. We learned about making connections and engaging people through
these science experiments.
Everyone was involved, laughing and on their feet playing with the science tools (toys).
If you missed the Clergy Appreciation dinner or if you were there and would like to see more of Steve Spangler, you can
tune in to his new television series called DIY Sci. The do-it-yourself show features hands-on science experiments using
easy to find materials that are guaranteed to get ooohs and ahhhs!
Karen Van
ABCRM Region
Administrator
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Gathering Pictures
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Empower the Small Church
A majority of the churches that make up the Region are small.
Small churches have a unique role in ministry and mission.
Some of our small churches have embraced this small church
role and are involved in mission in their community; others
struggle to be something that they are not. Small churches
face many challenges. Most cannot afford a full-time trained
pastor. Pastors who work part time leading a church in addition to a full time secular job can be overwhelmed. Some
pastors may need more training in ministry; all need support
for the stress and multiple demands that can engulf them.
Recognizing this difficulty, the Region applied for and received a Palmer Grant from the American Baptist Foundation to
create a program for Empower the Small Church by supporting and equipping pastors of small churches. This Empower
the Small Church program will begin with a weekend conference in Cheyenne, WY next F ebruary. Pastors and their
spouses will come together to meet with Dr. Tony Pappas, a former Executive Minister of American Baptist Churches of
Massachusetts and a long-time pastor of a small Baptist church. Although spouses are invited to participate fully, a pastor may attend without his or her spouse. Author of several books, Dr. Pappas is a recognized authority on the life and
culture of small churches. He will share understanding of the way small churches function and how that differs from
churches of other sizes. At the conference, the pastors will meet in small groups with Region ministry coaches to discover how these ideas apply in their church and to develop some specific goals and plans to apply them at home. There will
also be some fun, fellowship time. The Region will supply pulpit coverage for the pastor’s church during the conference.
Follow-up Coaching and Workshops
Following the conference, each pastor will receive coaching from the Region staff. There will be four additional miniconferences to address specific problems and concerns of the participants, identified at the first conference. These will
be conducted as videoconferences to avoid the need for travel. An expert on the subject matter of the conference will
introduce the problem and suggest some practical approaches for dealing with it in the small church. The participants
will engage in discussions online about how this applies in their context.
Online Discussion of Resource Material
Prior to each conference, the participants will receive a copy of a book relevant to the topic. The first will be Entering the W orld of the Small Church by
Dr. Pappas. Participants will read the book and engage in online discussions
to prepare for the conference.
Registration Information
Thanks to the Palmer grant, the cost of the program, including accommodations and meals and conference materials, is only $50 for pastor and spouse
together. Space is limited; participation in the program is by invitation. If
you are interested, speak to your ministry coach about receiving an invitation.
December 1 is the deadline to apply.
Bill Mankin
Mission and Ministry Coach
Wyoming Cluster

Please keep the Pastoral Mission Team currently on a mission
trip to Chile in your prayers.
ABCRM Team
Steve Van Ostran
Tim Griesbach
Drake Hunter
Jules Smith
Tomi Strock Riordan

What’s in this RMAB?

Nebraska Team
Robin Stoops
Gary Golike
Beth Gregory
Brian Jenkins
Caleb Lind
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The Region welcomes Central Baptist Church in Denver where
Rev. Rodney Perry serves as pastor and Grace River Church in
Severance to our American Baptist Family. For more information
and the opportunity to worship with them, please contact them directly.
Central Baptist — 303.296.6618
Grace River — graceriveratseverance@gmail.com

Devotionals
Each week, ABCRM sends an email devotional to people from ABCRM
churches and beyond. We try to have these devotionals be current to the
season of year (Advent, Easter, Camping, Gathering, etc.), but you are
welcome to submit a devotion on any topic of your choice. These devotionals are also posted on our ABCRM website. If you think you would
like to write a devotional(s) for us, the guidelines are below. We welcome
your input.
Guidelines for Writing a Devotional for ABCRM
The devotional should be around 500 words; though this is not a hard
number, we do want you to be aware that if they are too long people won’t read them.
Start with a Scripture verse or two.
End with a sentence or two of prayer.
Include your picture. (Sometimes people will recognize you by your picture if not your name.)
Include a sentence or two about you and what church you are from.
If you would like to include a picture to illustrate your devotional, we will do our best to include it.
Don’t engage in politics or be overly “preachy.”
The devotionals can be a reflection on the teaching of Scripture, self-reflective, reflective of the times, etc.
You can go to http://abcrm.org/category/devotional/ to get a sense of the kinds of devotionals that have been written before you.
Your devotional should be submitted to your Ministry and Mission Coach. The coach will review your devotional
and submit it to the office to be sent out. Your devotional may or may not go out immediately after submission.
Denver Cluster Coach – Larron Jackson (ljackson@abcrm.org)
Southeast New/Mexico – Mike Oldham (moldham@abcrm.org)
Wyoming – Bill Mankin (bmankin@abcrm.org)
Western Slope – Steve Van Ostran (svanostran@abcrm.org)
If you are not sure who your area coach is, please call our office at 303.988.3900.
Thank you in advance for writing a devotional. We look forward to hearing from you as to how you see God at work in
our lives and our world.

First Baptist Church of Longmont Hosting The Perry’s
November 11, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.
Tickets: $15 each
First Baptist Church
701 Kimbark St,
Longmont, CO 80501
Website: www.fbclongmont.com
Facebook: FirstBaptistChurchLongmont
For tickets, email fbclongmont@qwestoffice.net, call
303-776-1128 or drop by the church office Monday thru
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
RMAB 11/01/16
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Prep: 10 minutes
Bake: 12 minutes
Yield: 36 cookies

INGREDIENTS
1 cup canned pumpkin
puree
1 cup sugar
1/2 cup vegetable oil
1 large egg
1 tablespoon vanilla extract
2 cups all-purpose ﬂour
2 teaspoons baking powder
2 teaspoons pumpkin pie spice
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon milk
2 cups semisweet chocolate chips

DIRECTIONS
1. Preheat oven to 350 F. Line cookie sheets with
parchment paper.
2. In a large bowl with an electric mixer, combine
pumpkin, sugar, vegetable oil, egg and vanilla.
3. In a separate bowl, whisk together ﬂour, baking
powder, pumpkin pie spice, and salt.
4. In a small dish, dissolve the baking soda into the
milk and beat into dough.
5. Gradually add ﬂour mixture to the pumpkin
mixture and mix un6l incorporated. Gently fold
in chocolate chips.
6. Use a medium cookie scoop to drop the dough
onto prepared cookies sheets leaving about 2
inches in between each cookie.
7. Bake in preheated for 10-12 minutes.
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Presiden!al Trivia
1. Who was the only U.S. president to unanimously
be elected?
2. Who was the ﬁrst president to place a Christmas
tree in the White House?
3. Which president held the ﬁrst televised news conference?
4. Who was the only president to serve more than
two terms in oﬃce?
5. Who was the oldest president to ever be elected?
6. Who was the ﬁrst U.S. president not to be born in
the Con6nental United States?
7. Which president was Walt Whitman’s poem “O
Captain, My Captain” wriAen about?
8. Who was the ﬁrst president to live in the White
House?
9. How many future presidents signed the Declara6on of Independence?
10. Who was the only president to serve two nonconsecu6ve terms in oﬃce?
11. Before 1804 and the passing of the 12th amendment, how was the Vice President selected?
12. Who was the ﬁrst president to be awarded a Nobel
Peace Prize?

Answers
1. President George Washington was unanimously elected to
oﬃce in 1789.
2. The 23rd President, Benjamin Harrison.
3. President Dwight Eisenhower in 1955.
4. Franklin D. Roosevelt served a total of four terms in oﬃce from
1933 to 1945.
5. Ronald Reagan became president at 69 years old.
6. President Barack Obama, who was born in Hawaii.
7. “O Captain, My Captain” was wriAen about the death of Abraham Lincoln.
8. On November 1, 1800, John Adams moved into the President’s
House, now known as the White House.
9. Two, Thomas Jeﬀerson and John Adams.
10. Grover Cleveland served his ﬁrst term as president in 1885 and
then again in 1893.
11. Before 1804, the Vice President was the presiden6al candidate
who received the second largest number of votes.
12. Theodore Roosevelt won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1906 for
having nego6ated peace in the Russo-Japanese war.

Pumpkin Chocolate Chip Cookies
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ABCUSA Seeks
New General Secretary

Calendar
November
6

Daylight Savings Time ends
Set clocks back one hour on Saturday night

10

Re6red Clergy Thank You Luncheon

11

Veterans Day

15-17
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 10/17/16)—
The General Secretary Search Committee for American Baptist Churches has met face to face and by conference call to prayerfully discern the way forward in
the search for our next General Secretary. The committee seeks the best qualified candidate who will serve
ABCUSA with a sense of deep faith and love of Christ,
engage in collaboration with denominational and ecumenical partners, offer both a pastoral and prophetic
presence, and be the harmonizer who calls all American Baptists into unity. Executive recruitment firm,
National Executive Service Corps, has been retained to
assist with the search.
The General Secretary position profile is now posted
on the ABCUSA website. For more information and to
apply, please visit
http://www.abc-usa.org/generalsecretarysearch/

20

REMC Training, ScoAsdale, AZ
Central Bap6st Church 125th Church
Celebra6on

23-25

Thanksgiving Holiday Break
Region oﬃce will close at noon on
Wednesday

December
Re6red Ministers and Missionaries
Oﬀering Month
2

Wyoming Pastors Christmas Party

6

SE/NM Pastors Christmas Party

8

NFR Pastors Christmas Party

9

Denver Cluster Pastors Christmas Party

12

Western Slope Pastors Christmas Party

24

Christmas Eve

25

Christmas Day

26-30

Christmas Holiday Break
(Region Oﬃce Closed)

31

New Year’s Eve

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS
In observance of the
Thanksgiving Holiday,
your Region office will
close at 12 noon on
Wednesday, November
23. We will be closed
Thursday and Friday,
November 24-25.
Your Region office will also be closed
December 26 through January 2 for the
Christmas and New Year
Holiday Season.
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Daylight Savings Time
ends Sunday, November 6.
Don’t forget to set your
clocks back one hour on
Saturday night.

RMAB 11/01/16

Save the Date
Thank You Luncheon
for

Retired ABCRM Clergy
Thursday, November 10, 2016
Your personal invitation was mailed last month.
Be sure the Region office has your current
mailing address. Contact us at 303.988.3900
or office@abcrm.org.

The Rocky Mountain
American Baptist
is published by the
American Baptist Churches
of the Rocky Mountains
www.abcrm.org
Steve Van Ostran
Executive Minister
svanostran@abcrm.org
This newsletter is published
on the 1st of each month.
The deadline for submissions
is the 20th of each month.
Send submissions to

akeys@abcrm.org
Reprint permission is granted
to ABCRM churches.

RSVP by November 2.

Phone (303) 988-3900
Fax (303) 988-0620
American Baptist Churches of the Rocky Mountains
9085 E. Mineral Circle Suite 170
Centennial, CO 80112

