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Short Term Mission Trip to Chiapas Mexico  
January 2016 

 

Participating in a Short Term Mission 
trips will change your life. 
 

Is that overstating the value of a STM? I 
don’t think so. When you leave your com-
fort zone, your routine, you learn to trust 
God in new ways.  
Often, a first Short Term Mission trip is a 
lot like Peter walking on water. No matter 
how ready you think you are, before you 
know it, your head is under water. The 
food doesn’t agree with you. You are ex-
hausted. You get car sick. Through it all, 
however, you draw on resources you did-
n’t know you had and you trust God in 
new ways.  
 

STM trips also touch lives of people where you go. It is rarely the work that you do that 
is the most important part of the trip. The true impact is  
in the relationships you build. Somehow during meals you share, worship services you 
barely understand, and hours of work, you get to build  
relationships with people. It is life changing. 
 

ABCRM is planning a mission trip to Chiapas, Mexico the second week of January 
(tentatively January 9-17, 2016). We chose these dates in the hopes that some college 
students will be able to join those of us who are a little older  
in the mission trip before their Spring semester begins. As with all mission trips, these 
dates are still fluid until the tickets are purchased. We hope to purchase tickets the first 
week of November, so any who decide to join the group after that date will do so based 
on availability of adding  
you to the trip. 
 

We will be working in the village of La Ceiba near Simojovel, Chiapas. Our work will 
focus in two areas. We will be helping them construct their new church building. We will 
also plan to have a children’s program each afternoon.  
 

This is not a trip for the faint of heart or frail of body. We will be working hard each day 
and sleep on mats on the floor. We will have running water, but the “shower” is a cold 
garden hose. It is awesome! 
 

In addition to the work, we will spend a couple days in the colonial city of San Cristóbal 
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de Las Casas and take a tour either of the Ma-
yan temple at Toniná or take a cruise down the 
Canon del Sumidero. (Group choice) 
 

This trip is open to all who are physically able 
and who are 16 and older. Get a group from 
your church, recruit a friend, or just come by 
yourself. Because of transportation, this trip is 
limited to 10 people. Currently, we have three 
committed and two more who have expressed 
strong interest. 

 

The cost will be approximately $1500 depend-
ing on final air fare. ($1500 is based on air 
fare of about $750.) We will most likely fly 
out of Colorado Springs.  
 

For more information on the trip, contact  
Mike Oldham at moldham@abcrm.org  

God is doing new and surprising things in once-Communist Hungary!  
 

For decades under repressive Communist rule, schools in this east-

ern European country were controlled by the government.  
 

But today, Hungarian churches have been given the opportunity to 

run schools, where they can teach the Bible, nurture students in their 

faith and open new doors through courses in conversa�onal English.  
 

With your support through the World Mission Offering, Interna-

�onal Ministries (IM) is providing much-needed support to partner 

organiza�on Hungarian Bap�st Aid, which is now managing 49 

schools in Hungary. Already the impact is staggering…  
 

Students and teachers alike are blossoming in grace-filled environ-

ments. A$er-school clubs are reaching students with the gospel, prac-

�cal Bible teaching and the joy of the Lord!  
 

STRETCH FORWARD 

with Interna�onal Ministries  

through World Mission Offering!  
 

Be part of the new and surprising things God is doing through IM’s 

Bap�st partners and nearly 1,800 missionaries and global workers in 

more than 70 countries around the world.  
 

Give generously to this year’s World Mission Offering!  

World Mission Offering Sunday 

Sunday, October 4, 2015 

www.worldmissionoffering.org
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You spoke, we listened. New, improved versions of the products you love are here.  

 

 

 

 
 

We enjoyed having a booth at the Mission Summit and are eagerly preparing our booth for the Space4Grace  

Conference at LAX.  

 

We hope to see you there and invite you to stop at our booth!  

 

ABC Ordination Courses  
American Baptist Churches of the Rocky Mountains Academy  

 

Northwind Ins�tute is now administering the ABCRM Academy. 
 

Offering 12 online courses for those seeking to meet their educa�onal requirement for ordina�on in the alternate 

track. Take any course at any�me.  

 

The following Regions have approved these courses:  

Rocky Mountains, Central, Mid-America, Nebraska,  Dakotas. 

 

Tui�on: $150 per course via PayPal 

 

Learn More   

Access Courses 24/7 using your computer, laptop, tablet or smartphone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northwind Ins�tute 

chris�n@northwindins�tute.org| 877-282-0932 | h?p://www.northwindins�tute.org/ 

Northwind Ins�tute 
 suppor�ng postmodern ministry  

We have exciting news to share . . .  

Spiritual Forma�on 
Michael J. Christensen, Ph.D 

Learn Henri Nouwen's unique  

approach to spiritual direc�on, 

forma�on and discernment. 

Learn More  

ABC Polity Online 
Rev. Dr. Steve Van Ostran  

(ABCRM Region Exec)  

A conversa�onal style 

online course on ABC Polity. 

Learn More  

Advanced Studies 

Pastoral Ministry 
Three research tutorials and a  

ministry project in a local church 

seHng based on DMin format. 

Learn More  

http://www.northwindinstitute.org/#!ordination-courses/jo5uh
http://www.northwindinstitute.org/#!ordination-courses/jo5uh
http://www.northwindinstitute.org/#!certificate-in-spiritual-formation/tb082
http://www.northwindinstitute.org/#!ordination-enroll-abc/qt24b
http://www.northwindinstitute.org/#!pastoral-ministry-diploma/gl9nr
http://www.northwindinstitute.org/
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2015 World Mission Offering Highlights  
International Ministries Partner in Hungary 

 

VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 8/3/15)—American Baptist International Ministries (IM) partner HBAid is now manag-
ing 49 formerly government-run schools throughout this central European country, serving 17,000 students in kindergar-
ten through high school. 
 

This partnership in Hungary is the subject of the 2015 educational materials that churches are receiving for this year’s 
World Mission Offering. Resource packets should have arrived in churches mid-August, and many of the enclosed mate-
rials plus online-only bonuses materials are now available for free download here. Churches that need additional materi-
als or have not received their packets in the mail may request free materials by calling 1-800-4-JUDSON. 
 

The 2015 World Mission Offering resources tell the story of HBAid’s new responsibilities and ministry opportunities in 
Hungarian schools. Doors are being opened for students through courses in conversational English. Teachers are rejoic-
ing in the freedom to talk about their faith. Students are stretching their skills. And after-school programs are deepening 
the faiths of teachers and students alike. 
 

“The need is urgent. We’re living in a period of grace,” says one HBAid official. “We don’t know how long we’ll be 
able to do this, and we want to touch as many lives as possible.” 

 

IM currently has four missionaries serving in Hungary with IM partners. Larry and Rebecca Stanton serve with HBAid 
and the Baptist Union of Hungary, teaching English and providing facilities maintenance support in several schools in 
Eastern Hungary. Carrie and Kurt Smalley work with the Baptist Union of Hungary, giving support and encouragement 
to a growing local church. A fifth IM missionary, the Rev. Carmella Jones, is raising the necessary funds and preparing 
to serve in Hungary with HBAid as a school chaplain. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The theme for the 2015 World Mission Offering is “Stretch Forward,” based on Philippians 3:13-14 (ASV): “Forgetting 
the things which are behind, and stretching forward to the things which are before, I press on toward the goal.” 
 

The World Mission Offering is IM’s primary fundraising vehicle to support its global programs and partners. This annual 
event also helps care for global workers and volunteers so they can share the gospel, meet pressing human needs and 
teach, heal, serve and encourage others in the name of Jesus. 
 

The 2015 World Mission Offering materials highlight the story of HBAid’s evangelism-through-education efforts in 
Hungary and also gives examples of the impact that IM and its global servants and partners are making every day around 
the world. 
 

In this year’s resource packet is a DVD with five short videos that transport churches halfway around the world to vivid-
ly encounter the powerful, life-changing ministry happening in Baptist-run schools in Hungary. (These videos are also 
available online.) 
 

Kurt and Carrie Smalley Carmella Jones Larry and Rebecca Stanton 

http://www.abc-usa.org/2015/08/03/2015-world-mission-offering-highlights-international-ministries-partner-in-hungary/
http://www.abc-usa.org/2015/08/03/2015-world-mission-offering-highlights-international-ministries-partner-in-hungary/
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A 24-page Global Mission Study Guide gives an intro-
duction to Hungarian culture as well as a Biblical re-
flection, devotionals, sermon outlines, a companion 
guide for the five videos, games, crafts and more. 
 

In addition, the packet includes a full-color poster and 
map showing the names and locations of all of IM’s 
global servants, five bulletin inserts and other re-
sources. 
 

 

To view this article on the ABC-USA web site, click 
here or visit  http://www.abc-usa.org/2015/08/03/2015-

world-mission-offering-highlights-international-
ministries-partner-in-hungary 

In Memoriam  

Saw Simon 

 

Saw Simon, recipient 
of the Baptist World Alli-
ance Congress Human 
Rights Award in 2000, 
died on August 2, in the 
Mae La refugee camp in 
Thailand. He was 66 years 
old. 

Simon was principal of 
the Kawthoolei Karen 
Baptist Bible School and 
College (KKBBSC) in the Mae La camp and was recog-
nized by the BWA in 2000 for his work in the refugee 
camps in Northern Thailand. 

The Mae La refugee camp has an estimated 50,000 
displaced persons. It is the largest of seven refugee 
camps for approximately 150,000 displaced persons 
along the Thai/Myanmar border. An estimated 50 per-
cent of the refugees who live in these camps, most of 
them Karen, are Christian. 

A strong Baptist presence has existed in Karen (also 
known as Kayin and Kaw Thoo Lei) State in Myanmar 
since the mid-1800s in the largely Buddhist country. 

Simon and his family fled across the Thai border 
from Myanmar after government troops attacked and 
occupied Wallei, the village in Karen State where the 
school , which was previously in Htee K'Haw, had been 
relocated in June 1983. The Myanmar troops confiscated 
and destroyed school facilities. 

Simon reestablished the school in Mae La refugee 
camp in 1989 with four teachers and six students. By 
June 1990, when construction of new classrooms, dorms 

and other facilities were completed, there were 40 students 
and nine teachers. KKBBSC, which offers general educa-
tion to refugees and training to church leaders, now has an 
enrollment of more than 400 students. It employs more 
than 30 faculty and staff, who mainly volunteer their ser-
vices, each receiving a small stipend of 5,000 Thai baht 
(US$140) per year. 

When the school ran out of dormitory space, the Simon 
family regularly opened their home to orphans, sometimes 
up to 50 at a time. 

KKBBSC was destroyed by fire on April 28, 2012, but 
was partially rebuilt in time for the start of the new school 
year in July of that year. Rebuilding was completed in 
April 2013, with the BWA providing half the funds toward 
the reconstruction. 

Simon also led the way in establishing Bible schools in 
the other six refugee and displaced peoples camps in Thai-
land. 

He was deeply involved with a closely related organi-
zation, the Kawthoolei Karen Baptist Churches (KKBC), 
founded in October 1984. KKBC has since planted more 
than 240 Baptist churches in the refugee camps. Most of 
the pastors who serve KKBC churches were trained at 
KKBBSC and the Bible schools. 

He was also the first general secretary of the Global 
Karen Baptist Fellowship, which was formed in 2010. 

Simon, along with other Karen leaders, was instrumen-
tal in helping to resettle more than 70,000 Karen refugees 
in Australia, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Japan, Nether-
lands, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, the United King-
dom, and the United States. 

During the 1980s, before his association with 
KKBBSC began, Simon taught at the Myanmar Institute 
of Theology (MIT) in Yangon, the former capital of My-
anmar. 

He earned diplomas and degrees from MIT and the 
Asia Baptist Graduate Theological Seminary in the Philip-
pines. 

Simon's great dream was for his people to return to 
their homes in Myanmar in peace, praying that "the Lord 
will open the door and enable us to return to our own 
beautiful land called Kawthoolei and rebuild our life and 
live and serve the Lord as human beings created in God's 
own image. 

He leaves wife, Naw Ta Blu Htoo, and daughters, 
Thaw, Nyaw and Paw. 

 

From the BWA Connect: September 2015 

http://www.abc-usa.org/2015/08/03/2015-world-mission-offering-highlights-international-ministries-partner-in-hungary/
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October 

 1 Crosswalking Pastor’s Luncheon 

 4 World Mission Offering Sunday 

 6-16 Pastor’s Mission Trip to Amsterdam and  

  Hungary 

 22 Calvary Bap�st Church Mental Health 

  Workshop at Bethany Lutheran 

 24 MLC Mee�ng 

 27 Mission Commi?ee 

 31 Amber Shearer Ordina�on Service 

  FBC, Lander at 11:00 a.m. 

  Halloween 

 

November 

 1 Daylight Savings Time ends 

 4 Ministers Council Mee�ng 

 11 Veterans Day 

 13-15 MLC Prac�ce of Ministry Class 

 25-27 Thanksgiving Holiday Weekend 

  (Region office will close at noon on  

  Wednesday) 

 26 Thanksgiving Day 

Calendar  

Thank you to all those who attend our  
Annual Gathering at Macedonia Baptist Church.  

Your presence was greatly Appreciated. 
 

Thanks also to Rev. Victor-LaMonte Lane and 
Macedonia Baptist Church for hosting us. 

Practice of Ministry 
MLC Course 

 

The Ministerial Leadership Committee 
of the American Baptist Churches of 
the Rocky Mountains is sponsoring a 
course titled Practice of Ministry.  This 
course will be held Friday through  
Sunday, November 13-15, 2015.  This 
course will be taught by Rev. Dr. Steve 
Van Ostran, Executive Minister of 
ABCRM and held at the Region office.  
Additional information will be sent out 
soon. 



American Baptist Churches of the Rocky Mountains 

9085 E. Mineral Circle Suite 170 

Centennial, CO 80112 

 
Phone (303) 988-3900 

Fax (303) 988-0620 

 
The Rocky Mountain 
American Baptist 
is published by the  

American  Baptist Churches  
of the Rocky Mountains 

www.abcrm.org 

 

Steve Van Ostran 

Executive Minister 
svanostran@abcrm.org 

 
This newsletter is published 
on the 1st of each month. 

 
The deadline for submissions 
is the 20th of each month. 

Send submissions to 

akeys@abcrm.org 

 
 

Reprint permission is granted 
to ABCRM churches. 

 

 

http://abcrm.org/

