
July 4, 2019 

 

CJM Staff and Supporters, 

After fifteen years of incarceration, I’ve been out in the real world for almost one year, and what a year 

it has been!  It’s difficult to fully express how grateful I am to the Criminal Justice Ministry staff and 

supporters for making my transition a success, but I’ll give my best effort in this letter. 

I truly believe CJM is one of the best reentry programs in the country, and I can’t imagine how difficult it 

would have been for me to manage my reentry on my own.  I entered prison when I was thirty-five years 

old, and at that time I was relatively successful financially, and I could navigate the everyday 

administrative and economic challenges of life fairly well.  Then, due to my own actions, I lost 

everything, and I don’t just mean my worldly possessions, but I also mean that I lost my status as an 

ordinary citizen of this country.  I went to prison for fifteen years, and the world moved on without me. 

For the first ten years of my incarceration, I was fortunate to have my father on the outside to support 

me and encourage me in my efforts to survive the unfamiliar world inside the razor-wire fences.  He was 

my strength and hope for a better future.  Then, in 2013 he passed away while on a mission trip to 

Africa.  I have no doubt that the world became slightly dimmer at his passing because he was a shining 

star who cast his light down upon anyone who was fortunate enough to come within his domain.  Now, I 

was basically alone in the world without a foundation upon which to build my future. 

Then came 2018, and with it, my release date to reenter the world that had changed so much since 2003 

when I had to leave it behind.  I didn’t know how to manage it.  I had never in my life before needed 

public assistance and had never had trouble obtaining employment in order to meet my basic human 

needs.  I didn’t know what to do.  I didn’t know how I could survive. 

Then, thankfully and wondrously, CJM answered my cry for help.  CJM became the foundation that I 

needed to navigate the world that I know longer knew.  Unlike so many other transitional programs, 

CJM is the whole package for reentry.  CJM did not just provide the financial assistance I needed for 

clothing, food, transportation, and housing.   They also provided emotional support and encouragement 

that I had lost when I lost my father.  CJM became the family I no longer had. 

At the beginning of my reentry, it seemed as if I was in a foreign land and couldn’t speak the language.  I 

didn’t know how to apply for public assistance.  I didn’t know how to navigate public transportation.  I 

didn’t know how to find housing or employment as a person convicted of a serious felony.  Shoot, I 

didn’t even know how to order food at McDonald’s.  CJM helped me with all of this.  CJM assigned a 

staff person to work with me specifically, to look at me individually, as a person.  With patience, 

dedication and empathy, my CJM case manager, Brandon Reed, helped me every step of the way to 

establish myself in the unfamiliar world in which I was suddenly part of again.  He learned what I needed 

and wanted and helped me to achieve my goals.  I didn’t think I would ever get back into the computer 

field, but Brandon found the opportunity for me to do this.  He facilitated my admission to the 

LaunchCode computer programming program, which, in turn, facilitated an opportunity for a new and 

exciting job that I am about to start. 



By the time Brandon moved into a new position at CJM several months into my reentry process, I was 

becoming more independent and more able to manage my affairs on my own much better than when I 

had first got out.  However, my new case manager, Treva Dixon, was always there to answer my calls 

when I needed support and to make sure I was doing well. 

So, here I am, almost out of prison for one year, and I can’t be more grateful to CJM for helping me 

make it this far.  I have hope for a better future when I thought all was lost.  I am beginning to feel part 

of this world again when I never thought I would.  From the bottom of my heart, I thank each one of you 

at the Criminal Justice Ministry and every one of you who support CJM for your unbridled dedication, 

empathy, and love.  Thank you for making this world shine brighter from your efforts! 

 

Truly Grateful, 

 

David Nonemaker 

 


