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The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) was adopted by the 

UN on 07 July 2017 and opened for signatures on 20 September 2017. It will 

enter into force after 50 states have ratified. 

The TPNW fills a gap in international law – nuclear weapons were the only 

weapon of mass destruction not subject to a comprehensive ban. It is based on 

the catastrophic humanitarian consequences they engender.  

Civil society played an instrumental part in the negotiations and the TPNW is 

the first nuclear disarmament treaty to recognise the disproportionate impact 

on women, girls, and indigenous peoples.  

The TPNW prohibits states  

from                      nuclear weapons 

🗙 Developing 

🗙 Testing 

🗙 Producing 

🗙 Manufacturing 

🗙 Transferring 

🗙 Possessing 

🗙 Stockpiling 

🗙 Using 

🗙 Threatening to Use 

🗙 Allowing nuclear weapons to be 

stationed on their territory 

 

It also prohibits assisting, encouraging, or 

inducing any of these activities. Its positive 

obligations provide for victim assistance 

and environmental remediation. 

 

 

 

 

Myths about the TPNW 

🗙 The TPNW undermines the NPT 
- The TPNW complements the NPT, fulfilling Article VI commitments and strengthens 

the global nuclear non-proliferation regime 
 

🗙 The TPNW prohibits military alliances with nuclear weapon states 
- The TPNW only prohibits nuclear alliances or assistance 

 

🗙 The UK and other nuclear weapon states cannot join the TPNW 
- Two pathways exist. States can dismantle their weapons and agree to verification 

then join the treaty; or, they can join with a time-bound irreversible plan to disarm 
that has been agreed to by state parties 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The UK and the TPNW 
British obligations under Article VI – complete 
and general disarmament in good faith – 
would be fulfilled by joining the TPNW, a 
binding legal instrument that can start the 
realisation of a world free of nuclear weapons. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As of 12 June 2018, there are . . . 
 

59 signatories 
10 ratifications 

 
TPNW ratification rate is faster than 
the NPT. For updates, visit icanw.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Scotland 
A significant majority of MSPs and Scottish 
MPs have signed ICAN’s Parliamentary Pledge, 
committing to pushing all governments to join 
the TPNW. The Scottish Government opposes 
all nuclear weapons and Parliament has 
debated and voted against them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upon entry into force, the treaty will be 

legally binding to all parties. 

- Whether the UK signs or not, there 

will inevitably be political, legal, and 

normative impacts on non-party states 

1972: Biological weapons 

banned under the Biological 

Weapons Convention 

1993: Chemical weapons 

banned under the Chemical 

Weapons Convention 

1997: Landmines banned 

under the Anti-Personnel 

Mine Ban Treaty 

2008: Cluster munitions 

banned under the 

Convention on  

Cluster Munitions 

2017: Nuclear weapons 

banned under the TPNW 

Prohibited Weapons 
Inherently indiscriminate and inhumane weapons 

violating international humanitarian law 
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