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March 18, 2019 
 
Seattle Mayor Jenny Durkan 
Seattle City Councilmembers  
600 Fourth Ave, 2nd and 7th Floors 
Seattle, WA 98104 
 
Re: Mandatory Housing Legislation – Public Comment  
 
 
Dear Mayor Durkan and Seattle City Councilmembers, 
 
We are writing this open letter on behalf of Rise Up Belltown, to thank you for moving forward with this 
important first step for affordable housing in Seattle. We support your desire to create new affordability, 
and we appreciate your work to connect tangible economic value to new upzoning.  
 
However we hope this will be the beginning, not the end. 

The math seems clear that even 6,000 units of new affordable housing over the next 10 years will 

barely scratch the surface of statistical relevancy, especially when nearly 15,000 people who live in 

unreinforced masonry buildings face an imminent risk of displacement within just the next 5 years.  

In the history of our country, new growth has never escaped the long shadow of displacement. But 
where past generations have embraced or ignored it, Seattle has a chance to do better. We have a chance 
to undo legacies of institutional racism and bigotry that are scrawled like bright red lines across the Seattle 
landscape. Yet for all its virtues, this legislation does not get us there on its own. 

Unfortunately, we believe this approach will never be fully successful so long as it is based on an 

Urban Village Strategy that concentrates virtually all displacement to the denser urban and 

residential villages, populated overwhelmingly with renters and the working class. 

As our workers are increasingly displaced from their villages, our local small businesses suffer. And as they 
are increasingly forced to commute from places like Renton and Shoreline, it is plainly apparent that 
rather than eliminating bright red lines, the City's current growth plan has simply re-drawn them.  
 
Yet we believe that your legislation creates fertile ground for a new and inclusive approach to growth. As 
a community taught lessons by the ravages of displacement for decades, we believe the seed of a new 
approach lives in the establishment of a Seattle Community and Affordability Network. We believe the 
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public must set aside a network of physical space, in every single Seattle neighborhood, where genuine, 
large-scale investments in community and affordability can both exist and be prioritized. 

Just as we set aside lands for warehouses, factories, and railroads, because we understand economic 

reality, so must we set aside lands for the working class, for culture, for community, and even for the 

already displaced. We believe the health of our economic future demands it.  

Yet growth is not stoppable, and nothing is free, so we propose that you pay for community and 
affordability by growing more and even faster than today. We propose that you put a price on all that 
new upzoning, and we propose you use the money to help buy back a share of Seattle's landscape.  

Perhaps most importantly, we propose that the challenges and new opportunities of increased 

density be shared equally by every Seattle community, and every Seattle neighborhood. We believe 

our City’s commitment to equity and social justice demands it. 

Your stakeholders have already begun coalescing, as we believe this seed will only become a tree with the 
support of the City as a whole. As our coalition continues to grow over the course of the coming election 
cycle, we hope you will join us in a collaborative approach that brings civic leaders, local city-builders, 
and the Seattle public all to the same table. We simply cannot be as successful as we could be while 
we’re needlessly at each other's throats, yet a collaborative approach likely requires a new direction. 

We fully support the grand bargain, but believe that a grander one is both needed and possible. 

Thank you for your work on this important legislation, thank you for your dedication to your city, and 
thank you for committing your time and attention to listen to our cries from the darkness. We look 
forward to hearing from you at your convenience. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Belltown Oversight and Advisory Team 
RiseUpBelltown.com  
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