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"I think it is my honor to get associated with this project. God has given me a chance to do it."
Ravindra Bhan, landscape architect
Mr. Bhan got involved in the Glory of India project through Gopala Krsna Goswami, whom he
knew through a mutual friend in Canada. "Maharaja mentioned to me that they were going to build
a temple in Delhi and I should get involved. So I said, 'Certainly. Any time you tell me I shall be there.'
"
Because the site of the temple is hilly and rocky, some
had considered it undesirable. But Mr. Bhan thinks differently.
"The site is very exciting, and though there are technical
difficulties, one would like to keep the rocks and preserve the
character of the site."
Rather than using ground and water and trees as
"fillers," Mr. Bhan takes a holistic approach. The buildings, he
says, should become "an integral part of the landscape."
Mr. Bhan plans to use water extensively. In the hot
climate of Delhi, especially in the summer months, water will be
especially welcome.
"My approach as a designer will be to use water as an
element of life. How can we work with this element of life, which is really a primordial element: from
your birth to your death, water is there, in every aspect of your life. And even by sound the water in
nature becomes a part of your inner experience. Water can murmur, it can gush, it can roar, it can
trickle, it can drop. You name it, and water can do it. And how do you take these sounds very subtle
sounds and mix them with the environment?
"Suppose you have somewhere a meditative area. The water should have a trickling sort of
effect. If it is an area where a lot of people congregate, the sound should be slightly more, so that
the water becomes dominant and the sound of the people becomes subservient. So as a designer I
am asking, how can I use water as a major element of the design?
"And also we have to introduce a lot of trees. The building should emerge out of the trees.
Lord Krsna is always associated with nature the kadamba forest. He's the one God in the Hindu
scripture whom you find with natural things the water, the river, trees, the cows … So to honor Lord
Krsna the landscape must come alive."

