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LADIES’ AID/WELCA History 

 

The first Lutheran church service in Knife River was held in late September of 1927 in this very building. 

 This building, at that time, was a Presbyterian church.  Mrs. Tom Loining, of Knife River, had asked a  

Lutheran pastor from Two Harbors to come to preach at Knife River.  The Presbyterian church agreed to  

let him use their building every other week for worship.  A month later, October 27, 1927, Ladies’ Aid  

was born, along with a Sunday School which was home to 20 children.  This was too much activity for  

the Presbyterian church, so worship and Sunday school were moved to the Knife River Town Hall. 

 

The first Ladies’ Aid had 12 members, and met in the home of Mrs. Birger Martenson.  The group met  

the last Wednesday of each month, with dues of 35 cents. The first President of the group was Mrs. Sig  

Erickson (Emily), a fore-mother of many in church this morning.  Many of the first members had 

surnames still familiar in Knife River . . . Hanson, Torgerson, Loining, Skadberg, among others. 

 

Their first order of business was fundraising in the hopes of purchasing their own place to worship in the  

future.  Of course, what better way to raise funds than a fish supper?  The women and the men all 

 worked hard together to organize this supper, and it was no small feat!  As there were no  

accommodations in the town hall for a supper, the men got together and built three long tables.  The  

women were up until the wee hours preparing fancy-work to sell at the supper.  And the meal itself was  

real work!  Dishes, stoves, silverware, table and chairs were gathered from individual homes.  The day of  

the supper was  stormy and cold. Water and wood were carried for cooking.  Meat was prepared in one  

home, potatoes in another.  Dishes were hurriedly washed while patrons waited to be served.  Following 

 the meal, everything was carried in tubs to a local home.  Clean-up of the town hall would occur the 

 next morning, as well as sorting of dishes and silverware so they could be returned to their owners.   

Worship would be held in the town hall that afternoon!  Thank goodness all of the food was donated,  

allowing the supper to provide $185 in profit from meals, and $73 from fancy-work sales.   
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Enough had been raised at that first fish supper to look for a new location for the church.  Though the  

men did the negotiating and signed on the dotted line, The Ladies’ Aid made the first payment of  

$150.00 on the George Anderson home, their new church.  A trout dinner soon followed.  

Proceeds made it possible for the Ladies’ Aid to purchase linens, dishes and silverware, and to pay  

another $100.00 toward the George Anderson home.  In time, they were able to finance removal of 

 walls in the house, and painting inside and out.  Services were first held in the house in September of 

1929, and the mortgage completely paid off in January of 1930.  In June of 1937, the Presbyterian  

church came up for sale, the George Anderson home was sold, and the Presbyterian church was 

 purchased by the Knife River Lutheran Church. 

 

According to records, 1940-45 were eventful and busy years for Ladies’ Aid.  Meetings continued  

monthly and there was no problem filling offices.  Mrs. Bertil Carlson (Audrey) was secretary during 

those years.  The main project at that time in history, in addition to monthly meetings and Bible Studies, 

was to raise funds for the church.  Fish dinners continued to be the method of choice, providing funds 

for an oil stove and insulation of the church building.  The Aid also entertained the Finish Relief, the Lake 

County Development Association and the Bethlehem Lutheran Brotherhood with suppers.  They got 

together evenings and weekends to work on a quilt which was sent to a Norwegian woman in England. 

 

In the late 40’s and 50’s, in addition to monthly Bible Study’s and programs at their meetings, the Ladies’ 

Aid continued their fundraising for the church.  In addition, donations were sent to the W.M.F., Lutheran 

Welfare Society, Red Cross, Boe Memorial Chapel Appeal, Concordia College, United Service for China, 

and the March of Dimes.  The Aid paid for cutting of the hay around the church, a chair for the altar, 

Christmas tree lights, a snow shovel, stove pipes for the kitchen, a gas cook stove, a stained glass 

 window for the church, and for Bible School expenses.  Christmas food baskets were provided to needy 

families, and aid members took turns being janitor at the church.  During this time period, the Aid had  

been giving large sums of money to the church treasurer as well.  This was instrumental in the building 

of a basement for the church, which was dedicated in October of 1949. 
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In 1952 the Ladies Aid held an open house commemorating their 25th anniversary.  Eleven charter 

members were present. A history was read by Mrs. Bertil Carlson (Audrey) and a program was arranged  

by Mrs. Sig Erickson (Emily). 

 

By the mid-50’s, Aid had grown to 22 active members.  Dues were 50 cents a month. Monthly programs 

were held and  Bible studies conducted by Pastor Reppe at each meeting.  Members went through an 

initiation at that point in time, and it was quite a deal.  Candles lit, words spoken.  Members received  

membership pins.  All hospitalized church members received cards from the Ladies’ Aid, and members 

and their husbands receive plants when ill.  Confirmed members and Aid members who were mothers 

for the first time were sent congratulations and one dollar.  The Ladies’ Aid took charge of Bible School.  

Pastor Reppe selected the teacher, and Aid found lodgings and made arrangements for meals.  Aid also  

paid the teacher’s two-week salary. 

 

Funding continued for the church . . . in addition to cash, records indicate new drapes for the basement  

windows, choir and organist robes, more silverware and dishes, church bulletins, communion wine and 

wafers and other items were donated by Aid. 

 

In the late 1950’s, the task of running the church financially without the help of the Aid was placed in  

the hands of the church Trustees.  This does not mean that Ladies’ Aid quit helping, just that they were 

not the primary source of operating income. 

 

Through the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s Aid contributed towards many church renovations including the addition  

of bathrooms in 1967, painting in 1973, new ceilings in 1977, and extensive remodeling from 1984-86.   

 

Monthly meetings continued during the years, with much good work being done by the women of the  

church.  In addition to activity at their own church level, the ladies also became involved on the Lake  

Superior Conference of the American Lutheran Church Women, attending conferences and meeting with 

women from other churches in the Conference.   
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Eventually Ladies’ Aid officially became Women of the ELCA, or “W/ELCA”.  As new members 

joined the church, new women joined WELCA, making for a delightful blend of old and new, each 

contributing to the character of this healthy, happy group. 

 

In the 90’s history shows that the ladies were busy donating blankets, diapers and toothbrushes to an  

Indian School, as well as Christmas and Easter baskets to friends in the community.  In the early 2000’s,  

Easter baskets were delivered to children recommended by the Lake County Health Department Public 

Nurse, including Easter Dinner as well as treats from the Easter Bunny. 

 

WELCA still meets monthly except for summertime.  There are no set “dues”, but two containers appear 

at each meeting to hold donations . . . . one for the WELCA checkbook and one for the Sunshine Fund,  

which is used to purchase cards, posies, gifts for those members who are under the weather.  Pastor 

Susan conducts the monthly Bible Study and the members take turns serving coffee and dessert at the 

meetings.  Three times a year, the meetings include a potluck dinner.  The potluck dinner in January has 

come to include a white elephant gift exchange and a devotional.  WELCA supports our quilters by 

contributing to postage for shipping of the quilts they so beautifully create.  They also continue to  

provide for our church kitchen, including dishes, silverware, coffee pots and other needed items.   

Work on various projects for the needy are also a part of their good works. 

 

This morning, we celebrate 90 years of Ladies’ Aid and the wonderful contributions they have made 

through the years.  In the spring, we will celebrate the 90th Anniversary of the church.  As we do, it might 

do us well  to wonder if there would be a Knife River Lutheran Church today were it not for our fore- 

mothers and their willingness to work so hard and for their love for our Lord.  God bless Mrs. Tom  

Loining for bringing Lutheran worship to Knife River, and God bless the women of Ladies’ Aid and WELCA  

for seeing that Lutheran worship will always remain in Knife River. 

 

 

 


