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FROM THE PASTOR—The Fire of the Holy Spirit 
 

In preparation for our mortgage burning celebration on June 4, I decided to research why it is that mortgages are 
burned.  Why not just throw the mortgage away, or put it into a shredder, or tie it to a large rock and toss it into Lake 
Superior to descend to the depths?  If I’d hoped to discover some ancient or meaningful tradition, I was definitely 
disappointed!  It seems that burning mortgages is simply an American custom of the 20th Century to celebrate the paying 
off of the debt.  In fact, I read further that mortgage burnings rarely occur in private homes anymore in the present 
century; few manage to live in one place long to pay of large mortgages, and it is considered in poor taste and boastful to 
make too big a deal of your ability to do so, if you are able.  Happily, however, my source did acknowledge that 
institutions, like churches, still celebrated mortgage burnings, typically inviting those who helped to pay off the debt to be 
a part of the ritual.   

This is precisely what we are doing on June 4, except that all are invited, whether or not you specifically assisted 
in paying off the mortgage debt.  This is a church and community celebration of gratitude for God’s goodness in blessing 
us, and for the generosity of our congregation, which allowed us to pay the mortgage off sooner than scheduled. And 
regardless of the longevity of the mortgage burning tradition, for our purposes, June 4 is a day that is filled with Scripture 
and tradition: we intentionally scheduled the mortgage burning for the Festival of Pentecost.  Pentecost is the festival of 
the Holy Spirit, and one of the primary symbols of the Spirit is fire.  

Obviously, fire is a powerful, primal, and double-edged entity.  “Playing with fire” is considered dangerous; and 
certainly God’s Spirit is far from tame, and God can challenge us to confront peril.  Fire also warms us and cheers us; who 
doesn’t love the smell of a camp fire, complete with crackling sounds and the dancing flames of light?  When we consign 
something to those flames, we are generally confident it will be consumed and reduced to mere ashes.  In the case of our 
mortgage, we rejoice in those ashes!   Rest assured, of course, that we are only burning a copy; the original is safely 
housed elsewhere!  But the symbolism remains. 

The manifestation of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost in fire and wind is a reminder to us of the nature of 
God: powerful, bracing, warming, challenging. As we pay of our mortgage, we not only give thanks, but we stop to 
consider what lies ahead.  How can we best make use of this building, so that the community is blest by our presence?  
What might be our next focus for improving our investment in the building, as any human structure requires constant 
upgrades?  We are looking at improvements in the kitchen area, particularly the inclusion of a vent system, and the 
purchase of a new stove.  Suggestions are welcome! 

Important though our building is, the genuine church of Knife River is housed within us, the Body of Christ that 
gathers here to worship and serve.  Two examples of generosity in outreach from this congregation were celebrated at our 
recent Synod Assembly last month.  Our congregation, along with some others, received an award of recognition for two 
important ministries beyond our walls.  We received the Servant of Christ Award from Lutheran Social Services, in 
recognition of our contributions towards building the Center for Changing Lives in Duluth, where homeless teens will be 
sheltered.  We also received a Holy Cow Award in recognition of our giving towards World Hunger, giving that helps to 
feed families around the world.  This kind of generosity is most certainly evidence of the Spirit’s burning and vibrant 
presence among us! 

Gratitude is one of the fruits of the Spirit, and I would like to express gratitude to all those who were essential in 
the process of creating our present building situation and paying off the debt.  There are too many to name, but certainly 
Marv Holt and Rich Ojard come to mind as leaders in this effort!  I hope all can join together to celebrate and thank God 
for this milestone in our ministry together on June 4! 

 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Susan Berge 

 

mailto:kniferiverchurch@gmail.co


WORSHIP IN JUNE ON SUNDAY MORNINGS 
This summer we will have three outdoor worship services, all held in our Memorial Garden.  We plan these services for 
the last Sunday of June, July, and August. We will continue to commune weekly, except for the outdoor services.   
 
June 4 - The festival of Pentecost.  We will worship using our traditional service, including Holy Communion by 
intinction. Our quilters will display their quilts, prior to sending them off through Lutheran World Relief.  Wear red to 
honor the Holy Spirit!  Each family will leave with a red flower to plant as a reminder of the Spirit’s living presence 
among us.  A brunch and mortgage burning will follow worship.  
June 11 - Trinity Sunday.   We will use a traditional service order, including Holy Communion by intinction.   
 June 18 - A Sunday in Pentecost/Father’s Day.  We honor Dads and Grandfathers and men who have blessed us on this 
day. All guys will leave with a small gift in hand!  We will commune by intinction. A time for healing prayer and 
anointing will be included.  
June 2 5- Garden Service.  A Sunday in Pentecost.   Come and find joy in worship in our beautiful Memorial Garden.  
 
SABBATICAL UPDATE 
Just a reminder that Pastor Susan, along with Pastor Phil, will be on a mini-sabbatical time for a month, from June 9- 
July 9. This month long break is designed to be “rest with a purpose”---a time for refreshment, study, and a renewal of 
focus.  During this month, Lyle Northey, a synodically authorized minister, will be providing pastoral care.  You may 
reach him at 834-2046.  Lyle will also be leading worship and either preaching or inviting others to preach during the 
Sundays of the Sabbatical period.  Melanie McMillion will be organizing bulletins, announcements, facebook postings, 
and other administrative details.  You may reach her at 834-6032.  So, all will be attended to both skillfully and caringly 
during Pastor’s absence. Please remember to thank Lyle, Melanie, and others who are stepping up to assist, and to keep 
them all in prayer.  
 
SWEDISH GROUP 
Scanian folk songs, Celtic harp, and Jamtlandish fiddle: Vindonia was inspired by pure joy of making music. Their music 
brings us on new pathways to a landscape rich with Scandinavian heritage. Vindonia play Nordic traditional tunes 
featuring Lise Enochsson, Scanian folk singing, Karin Blom, Jamtland fiddling, and Susan Syverson on the Celtic harp. 
The group will be performing at the Nisswa Stamman Scandinavian Festival June 9 and 10. They will be performing at 
Knife River Lutheran Church on June 15, 2017 at 7:00. Admission is $10 at the door. 
 
FROM YOUR CREATION CARE TEAM –  
Creation Care Team met on Sunday, May 14, 2017 after coffee.  A project to start converting the incandescent light bulbs 
in the narthex and sanctuary to LED bulbs was proposed by the Team and the Church’s Council approved the project.  
The project will convert two of the 5-bulb fixtures in the sanctuary to LED bulbs, and place the ten incandescent bulbs 
into the Church’s spare supply.  After the Church has exhausted the spare supply of incandescent bulbs, the Church will 
restock with LED bulbs going forwards.  The LED bulbs have a 15,000-hour lifetime and if used 4 hours per day, the 
bulbs should last more than 10 years.   
 
- It’s Spring cleaning time.  If you are looking to get rid of some gently used clothing, shoes, and household items, 
please consider recycling/donating to Neighbor to Neighbor (owned by our Ministerim and located at 508 7th Street, Two 
Harbors).  In addition, Goodwill and Savers in Duluth also take donations of gently used clothing, shoes, and household 
items. 
 
Another option is the Green USAgain boxes.  In addition to gently used clothing, shoes, and household items, and they 
take clean textiles and shoes that are not in the greatest shape for reuse. You'll find the green boxes in Duluth at numerous 
locations.  The closest drop box is at Lakeside Short Stop Convenience Store (5402 E Superior St, Duluth, MN) 
 
- Food Fact. It takes 2,500 gallons of water, 12 pounds of grain, 35 pounds of topsoil and the energy equivalent of one 
gallon of gasoline to produce one pound of feedlot beef.  Approximately, 36% of U.S. corn crop is fed to cattle, pigs and 
chickens and another 40% is used in ethanol production.  Cows are ruminant animals, and a cow on average releases 
between 70 and 120 kg of methane per year. Methane is a greenhouse gas like carbon dioxide (CO2). But the negative 
effect on the climate of methane is 23 times higher than the effect of CO2.  To lower your personal carbon footprint, 
consider eating fewer meals with beef per week.    
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Vacation Bible School will be held in July. To try to accommodate vacation schedules Randi would like parents to voice a 
choice of second, third, or fourth week in July. Send her an e-mail at randi.alreck@gmail.com or call/text at 218-349-3788 
to let her know what would be the best date for your children to attend VBS. 
 

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
 
JUNE BIRTHDAYS    JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
    
2 - Larry Burkhard           2 - DeWayne & Maurine Rubedor        
6 - Scott Shelerud    11 - Sue & Del Hubbartt  
7 - Pat Hanson             Ross & Tami Magnuson        
     Kathryn Hubbartt        16-  Rich & Shellene Rue 
8 - Tim Anderson    26 - Bud & Vicky Gorman 
10 - Sam Black                    
11 - Dave Haselbauer  
       Maurine Rubedor 
12 - Rocky Stewart  
       Shellene Rue 
14 - Carmen Smith 
21 - Marissa Jackson 
22 - Amanda Anderson Campos 
       Lillian Hanson 
29 - Bill Berg 

JUNE VOLUNTEERS 
 
SUNDAY     GREETERS/USHERS       LECTOR  OFFERING COUNTERS 
June 4  Pat & Bill Meyer   Lyle Northey  Kay & Paul Struve 
June 11  Pat & Bill Meyer   Lyle Northey  Carmen Smith & Melanie McMillion 
June 18  Kay & Paul Struve   Sue Sigel  Melanie McMillion & Darci Stiff 
June 25  Kay & Paul Struve   Sue Sigel  Tami Magnuson & Lisa Anderson 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANT FOR MAY – DeWayne Rubedor 
ALTAR GUILD FOR MAY – Lisa Anderson & Carmen Beardsley 
 
SUNDAY FLOWERS   COFFEE   
June 4  Pat Hanson   Pat Hanson 
June 11 
June 19  Dale & Dawn 
June 25  Melanie & John 
 
MEMORIALS/GIFTS 

• Gifts to the memorial fund in memory of Terry Berg were received from Scott & Sharon Shelerud,  Jim 
& Sandy Stamson, Jean Hoshal, Edward Schmidt, Bill Berg, Dennis Hagen, Holly Peterson, Tom & 
Denise Engel, Winna Fae Nisswandt, and the McElhones. 

• A gift in memory of Terry Berg designated to oil candles for the candelabras was received from Audrey 
Carlson. 

• A gift in memory of Terry Berg designated to the Quilters was received from Dick & Sue Sigel and 
from Jan Moon. 

• Gifts to the memorial fund in memory of Martha Nelson were received from JoAnne Lind and Audrey 
Carlson. 

• A gift to the memorial fund in memory of Evelyn Salakka was received from WinnaFae Nissandt. 
• A gift in honor of Andi Magnuson's graduation was received from her grandmother, Barb Kanuit. 
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CHURCH MOUSE 
 
On Thursday, May 11th, LSS raised over $130,000 for the Center for Changing Lives.  Out KRLC congregation 
(individually and collectively) has supported this initiative. All are invited to see the new Center for Changing Lives, 
Duluth at Community Open Houses on Sunday, June 11th from 2:00-4:00pm and Monday, June 12th from 5:00-
7:00pm.  
 

1. 1) Services for Homeless Youth: The first floor of the Center for Changing Lives Duluth will include service 
space for LSS' youth street outreach program; Truancy Action; the Wellness Center 
(A clinic for youth); the Life Skills program for youth aging out of foster care (called Oh No Eighteen!) and the 
Together for Youth Program GLBT support program. LSS will also consolidate its administrative and senior 
management offices for Duluth youth services in the building. LSS currently serves 600 youth in Duluth each 
year. The Center for Changing Lives will consolidate services under one roof, transforming an underutilized lot 
and creating a community asset dedicated to improving the quality of life for future generations.  

2. 2) Permanent Apartments for Youth: Ten affordable one bedroom apartments targeting young people in need of 
affordable housing will be constructed on the second floor of the building. Supportive services will be provided to 
the youth in these apartments by an LSS Service Coordinator assigned specifically to serve these residents.  

3. 3) Transitional Housing/The Renaissance Program. Ten units of transitional, supportive housing for homeless and 
runaway youth aged 16-20 will be constructed on the third floor. The 
single bedrooms will be built around a common living, dining, kitchen and lounge area. This secured entry space 
will also include two offices where residents can meet with case managers to develop individual action plans for 
education, employment and other goals. The third floor will be staffed with LSS staff on a 24-hour basis/7 days a 
week.  

 
ALTER GUILD UPDATE  
Thank you to the Alter Guild! Sweet Audrey signed up for July 23 & Annie/Sharon took November! Delores Jackson has 
committed to July 2 & 30 and August 6th Garden Sunday (look for Sundaes)! So… that leaves Sunday, August 6th! Please 
see Delores Jackson to sign up! 
 
TWO HARBORS AREA FOOD SHELF distributed 121,608 pounds of food in 2016, serving 5,157 of our neighbors in 
food crisis. In addition to our monthly monetary contributions, KRLC members donated 377/6 pounds of food to the food 
shelf. KRLC also has a good number of volunteers that show up weekly to collect and distribute food! Thank you for all 
you do! 
 
EGGS & COMMUNITY SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE! Tammy Magnuson has farm fresh eggs most Sundays for 
$3 per dozen! The Two Harbors Farmers Market starts Saturday, July 1 at the band shell! Cree & Jason/Chelsea Morning 
Farm have CSA Food Shares available if you would like a beautiful box of fresh produce waiting for you at the Farmer’s 
Market weekly! Please call them for additional details at 218-391-1726! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS ANDI MAGNUSON on your recent high school graduation! Best wishes from your church 
family! 
 
AEOA SMALL CITIES DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM! Would you like to improve the energy, efficiency, safety and 
accessibility of your home? There is a maximum of $26,050 in the form of a 0% interest loan to replace1) defective 
plumbing, heating and electrical systems 2) roofing, windows, doors & siding, 3) ramp and bathroom accessibility 
conversions. This is a deferred loan with no monthly payments with loans forgiven if you stay in your home for the 
duration of the loan. To qualify, you must live in Knife River, own your own home, be current on all property taxes, 
insurance and mortgage payments. Annual gross income depends on family size including Social Security, wages, and all 
regular sources. Funds are limited; contact Connie Olson AEOA Loan Coordinator @ 218-735-6827. 
 
CHURCH PICNIC details will be forthcoming once VBS dates are set! Stay tuned to our church website, Facebook page 
and church bulletins. Lee Bujold is also looking for suggestions for group outings. New ideas are welcome as well as a 
“yay or nay” on the Duluth Huskies season ending game on Friday, August 11! 
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The Church Mouse is entertaining the idea of a “Where Are They Now” section of the newsletter! Would you like to 
know where our graduates are and what they are doing post graduation? How about updates on past church members that 
have relocated? Homebound members would like to stay connected to their church family! Other members have 
interesting updates on new positions, retirements, hobbies and volunteer jobs. Let the Church Mouse know your thoughts 
and ideas. There could be a wonderful prize for the most creative input! 
 
Pastor Susan, your church family wishes you and Phil a restful and fulfilling sabbatical! Blessings to you both in your 
spiritual and geographical journeys! 
 
Seasonal Homeowners, campers, vacationers and boaters are all welcome to drop in to the HEART OF THE 
COMMUNITY to worship with our church family. Services start at 9:00 AM. All are welcome! 
 

 
 

“IN SUMMER, THE SONG SINGS ITSELF” 
WILLIAM CARLOS WILLIAMS 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
NORTHEASTERN MINNESOTA SYNOD 

LAKE SUPERIOR CONFERENCE 
 

 
YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND THE ANTTI LEPISTO MEMORIAL LECTURE FOR PASTORS AND LAY PEOPLE  

 
“EQUIPPING THE SAINTS FOR MINISTRY” 

 
 

 
 

 
DR. KAROLINE M. LEWIS 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF BIBLICAL PREACHING AND 
THE MARBURY ANDERSON CHAIR OF BIBLICAL PREACHING 

“Living Life Abundantly: Bringing God’s Grace to the World God Loves” 
 
 

RECEPTION BY THE SOJOURNERS FOLLOWS THE LECTURE 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 4, 2017, 2:00 PM 
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1100 EAST SUPERIOR STREET 
DULUTH, MINNESOTA 55811 

 
Tax-deductible gifts to in honor and support  of the ongoing Lepisto Lecture Series may be sent to: 
 

Lake Superior Conference, ELCA 
c/o Gary Loberg, Treasurer 
3753 Keene Creek Lane 
Hermantown, MN  55811 
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