Senator Sarauw
SEPTEMBER 2017

Hurricane
Irma and Maria

Donations and
Distribution

Virgin Islands
Strong

OVERVIEW

The Senator went into the
month of September with a
positive outlook. It was the final
month for budget sessions, and
the legislature was on track
to working out the 2018 fiscal
year. September became a
very different type of month
for Senator Sarauw. No longer
mulling over numbers and
testimony, the focus shifted to
networking, logistics, supply,
demand, and humanitarian
efforts for the people of the
Virgin Islands.
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U P D AT E

August 2017
Senator Sarauw has been
assigned to the following
committees:
• Rules and Judiciary
• Workforce Development,
Consumer Affairs and Culture
• Education, Youth and Recreation
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A TRIBUTE FROM THE SENATOR
“Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who
die in the Lord from now on.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their
labor, for their deeds will follow them. “ -Revelation 14: 13

I first met Mr. Corbett when
I entered the ninth grade. I
have never in my life met a
man who had no tact, no diplomacy and was so harsh like him. The
funny thing is he did not care what or
how you felt about him. Despite his
tough ways, never for a second did
we doubt his love for us. We cracked
jokes about how cheap he was, and
we would mock the way he coached,
hissed and fussed at us. When his
car banked the school gate, we would
all scramble like roaches to the gym
trying to beat him there so we would
not have to run extra laps or do extra
drills. Many of us were afforded athletic scholarships because Mr. Corbett
hounded colleges and various coaches
to make sure they saw local talent.
I am grateful that he was not only
my CAHS High School Basketball
Coach from 9-12th grade, but also
my Star Coach, National Basketball
team coach, and upon my return from
college making me the Varsity Coach
without even asking me if l wanted to
coach. He opened many doors, took
us to many places like
D.C., Orlando, Maryland,
Bahamas, and Guatemala
just to name a few. In
his last months on earth,
he kept hinting things to
me like “when I’m gone
... “ and I would say,
“Stop playing Mr. Corbett,
you’re going to get a new
heart soon,” and he would
laugh. As sick as he was,
he never truly showed the
gravity of what he was
enduring. I would listen to
him on the radio telling
people to vote for me or

to give me my seat, and I would just
smile because everyone knows how
direct and assertive he was when he
spoke. He was proud of each of us.
You could see the pride and how he
would beam when he spoke about us
and the accomplishments we made.
Prior to his passing, in us speaking,
Mr. Corbett sounded tired and said
that he was tired. Deep down I felt it,
but I did not want to accept what was
transpiring.
He made a difference not only in my
life but those who came before and
after me. God knows we argued ALOT
and had heated debates about many
things, but his love for us remained
steadfast. He poured his heart and
soul into that blue and gold to the
point we thought he thought he owned
the school and gym. My stomach remains in knots and I never in my life
thought I would be saying RIP nor
constant tears flowing for a giant of
a man like him. Mr. Myron Corbett’s
work on earth is done, but the impact
he left was profound. May he rest
peacefully.

MYRON CORBETT (FAR RIGHT) - SUNSET SEPT 1ST 2017

CLARISSA DOYLING, A NATIVE ST. JOHNIAN, HELPING THE CORAL BAY FIREFIGHTERS CARRY IN
CARE PACKAGES ORGANIZED BY THE OFFICE FOR
ALL EMS WORKERS ON THE ISLAND OF ST. JOHN.
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THE

LITTLE THINGS
EVENT

Not Like It Used to Be
“I cannot move! Raising my arms hurt. Laughing
hurts. Sitting hurts. This can’t be life,” grumbled
Senator Sarauw. It has been years since she has
been on a competitive court after shoulder surgery to repair damage from division one play in
college. “We won the championship though.”
BJ Thomas, Tabari Williams, Aseah Thomas and
members of Sky High Volleyball organized the
Tournament. “In a world where we worry about
our young men, they give the Senator hope.”

COMMUNITY

#1 Fan

COMMUNITY

Island Treasure

“...and the REAL MVP Goes to SENATOR Janelle K.
Sarauw! Thank you!” - Lorna Freeman

S

enator Sarauw stopped by the shelter at Knud Hansen
before Hurricane Irma, to offer moral support and
prayer hours before the storm was scheduled to start its
track over the islands. One of her staunchest supporters
affectionately known as “Coach” was quick to demand a
photo. The Senator tipped her hat to the many volunteers
she witnessed working hard and making sure those in
need were taken care of. The shelter was filled with unsung heroes.

EVENT
COMMUNITY

Day of Atonement. A Day to Give

Thank you to the Chabad Jewish Community, especially Rabbi Federman Asher Henya for their contributions to our relief effort with the Family Resource
Center. It was Yom Kippur, a holy holiday for our Jewish Community. Thank you for being part of the Virgin
Islands and our rebuilding. We hope it was a good
holy day and easy fast.

For the Birthday Girl

The Senator celebrated her birthday packing supplies
for those in need. The team still stopped for a moment to get her a cupcake to commemorate her turning 32 this year. The work never stops, and there are
still people in need.

SENATOR SARAUW
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SENATOR SARAUW AND HER TEAM AT THE THEN
CLOSED, MYRAH KEATING CLINIC ON ST. JOHN

SEPTEMBER 1ST
The Office of Senator Sarauw begins posting preparedness
checklists for impending storm.
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Living In Hurricane Alley
SEPTEMBER 4TH

SEPTEMBER 6TH

SEPTEMBER 8TH

Labor Day started as any other holiday should. People prepared for their parties at the beach and fired up their grills
in anticipation of the hungry guests they would be hosting.
It ended with the Governor declaring State of Emergency as
Hurricane Irma decided to hit the US Virgin Islands.

Hurricane Irma passes over the Virgin Islands at 12pm with
sustained winds of 185mph. and gusts upwards of 225mph.

Governor calls press conference to update on recovery
efforts.
Global D.I.R.T inserts into the Virgin islands with communication equipment.
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SEPTEMBER 6TH

IRMA, THEN MARIA
All people of the Caribbean during the
months of August and September leave
their radios and televisions tuned to the
weather reports. Living in Hurricane Alley
is a blessing and curse. Beautiful waters
and weather, dappled by sporadic storms,
and after over 20 years of nothing major and near misses, the most powerful
storm ever recorded in the Atlantic bore
down on the northern leeward islands.
Residents went into Labor Day weekend
preparing for “what could be.”
Senator Sarauw was sending out Facebook messages multiple times a day with
preperation checklists attached.
“As the territory continues to monitor
Hurricane Irma, I ask that our residents
do not hesitate to plan and prepare for
the unknown. Hurricanes are very forceful wonders of nature, that although can
be approximately projected, can also be
unpredictable.”
The people of the VI watched as the
storm got bigger, stronger, and continuously veered closer.
“Although I see that many people are

fearful, especially those who endured
Hugo and Marilyn, please make sure that
you are as prepared as you can be. Sign
up for VI Alert, stay glued to the news
and the Weather Channel. On my official
page, there is a shopping checklist that
you may reference. Fear is natural but
let’s be prepared. We are a resilient people, a hopeful people and God remains in
the midst. He stands within the shadows
keeping watch above his own.”
Irma began its trip across the Virgin
Islands the morning of September 6th
and ended early in the evening. The
time in-between was the most distructive storm the Virgin Islands had ever endured. 200 year old trees who stood up
to all the storms before, and whose roots ran deep were felled. The landscape
looked as if the island had been shelled.
There was no green, just twigs. Scattered throughout the landscape were walls
and roofs of homes.
But Senator Sarauw remained positive, “All of us have seen the heartbreak, the damage, and in some

SEPTEMBER 11TH

SEPTEMBER 12TH

SEPTEMBER 13TH

The Senator and her staff begin relief efforts.

FEMA officials toured St. Thomas and St. John in an effort
to get a clear picture of how the agency can best assist the
Territory in both the short and long term.

An accident claimed the life of a U.S. Virgin Islands Water
and Power Authority (WAPA) lineman on St. Thomas.
Senator Sarauw organizes boats leaving Fajardo, Puerto
Rico with donated supplies.
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cases, the loss of life that a hurricane
can cause. As the climate continues to
change, hurricanes are only becoming
more frequent, more powerful, and more
devastating. Indeed, Government plays
a vital role, but it is every citizen’s responsibility to be prepared for a disaster,
and that means taking proactive steps.
We cannot control the weather but can
control our responses to it. And so, may
God, the Lord of mercy and compassion,
protect this Territory. May He care in a
special way for those who were already
homeless, the sick and elderly or those without support and resources, the
workers in the shelter and those who
give care. We pray in thanksgiving for
the first responders who may risk their
lives to save others. Grant us safety as
the waters rage. Grant peace to those
in fear. Protect us. Shield us. Guard us.
You have a government, and please know
that you have a Senator who is ready to
help. Don’t hesitate to call on us.”
And they did not hesitate. Days after
the storm, Senator Sarauw was inundated with “how can we help,” messages.
The team was gathered and immediately
began organizing for supplies to be brought in by boat from St. Croix and Puerto
Rico. The Senator became a point of contact for major vendors sending relief to
the Virgin Islands and by partnering with
organizaitons like the Family Resource
Center, she was able to facilitate bringing
in the supplies and eventually distributing them to those most in need.
“The biggest concern after the storm
was getting the right supplies. You had
big organizations distributing MREs for
instance, but no baby formula. There was
a serious lack of oversight on what was
actually needed versus what was made
available.”
And that is how the days went.
Supplies would make it to St. Thomas
and the team would gather, store, sort,
load, and distribute.
When the morning light shown, the
world woke up. When the sun began to
set and the evening night washed over
the landscape, the world would sleep.

Then everything stopped. Since Irma,
people were deep into rebuild and repair.
Tarping rooftops that had been damage
and applying for FEMA aid or SBA loans.
Concerns about the future and how the
islands would bounce back were the main
point of discussion. But suddenly the focus had to shift. With a large part of our
communications system down, the “coconut” network was hard at work relaying
information about another developing
storm. Supplies from our sister islands
dried up in preperation for Maria. This
was a storm that went from a tropical
storm to a category 5 hurricane in a day.
The people of the Caribbean found what
shelter was left to weather Maria only
two weeks after Irma. It creeped south,
and south, and south, but as hurricanes
tend to be unpredictable, shifted over the
tip of St. Croix. What Irma spared, Maria
took, slamming into St. Croix and turning
north to Puerto Rico. Our largest support
system had been taken away.
But that did not stop the desire to
help. Having seen everything the Senator was doing leading up to Maria, groups
donating knew they could count on her
to get the supplies to the people, and so,
though slower, the relief began to come
back in, and the Senator went back to
work on the ground.

Days after the storm, Senator Sarauw
rallied her staff and supporters. People
were sending boxes of supplies to her from
St. Croix and Puerto Rico and she had to
quickly arrange pick up and storage.

SEPTEMBER 14TH

SEPTEMBER 15TH

SEPTEMBER 18TH

Mayor Bloomberg,Tim Duncan, and Kenny
Chesney bring relief supplies to Virgin
islands.
Senator Sarauw Partners with Family Resource center for relief distribution.

Governor Cuomo traveled to St. Thomas to survey the damage. He pledged to
identify how New York can best support the recovery process in the USVI.
Senator Sarauw Distribution: Lady of Perpetual Help Church Clubhouse and
Sabroso Restaurant.
Senator Sarauw delivered supplies to Seaview Senior Home.
Requested residents be moved out of compromised building.

Territory prepares for Hurricane Maria.
President Trump issues federal emergency declarations in
advance of Hurricane Maria: Assistance for debris removal
and emergency protective measures, including direct federal assistance under the Public Assistance program for all
areas of the Territory of the U.S. Virgin Islands.
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RELIEF FOR OUR ELDERS

“

Today was a hard day hitting the
streets with my Senator. After
procuring and distributing goods
and supplies at Sabrosos’s today
Senator Sarauw and her office staff
visited Sea View Home For the Aged
and Disabled. We delivered some
much-needed food, water, and supplies. While there I had the opportunity to tour the building and what I
saw brought me to tears. Hurricane
Irma destroyed the entire residence
leaving the 12 residents at the facility in the dining area. The six workers had to work fast during the storm
to get the residents to safety. They
have not been moved as of yet, and I
am unsure why, but the building has
already started to grow mold, and
the mosquitoes are swarming. The
situation with our elders needs to be
addressed ASAP.”
- Community Outreach Coordinator
Juanita Frett

Just before Hurricane Maria, Senator Sarauw made
a visit to the Lockhart Elementary School.
“The folks in the shelter are receiving great care
and Sea View patients and staff are in nice AC
rooms and they’re happy. Human Services Commissioner Blyden has been instrumental. I’ve been
like a mosquito in her ear and she’s never shun
me, ignored my all day phone calls
or acted annoyed. She was responsive and diligent in finding a building that was not compromised for
them to be relocated. We are quick
to attack the government but I must
pause to give credit as well. Thank
you Commish for your calm nature
and temperament.”

SEPTEMBER 19TH SEPTEMBER 20TH

SEPTEMBER 21ST

Residents of Seaview Senior Home for
the Aged and Disabled are moved to
Lockhart School ahead of Hurricane
Maria.

FEMA-loaded vessels with more than 1.3 million meals, 2 million liters of water, 30
generators and 6,000 cots are sent to St. Thomas
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers receives mission assignments to provide temporary
power and roofing, debris removal/technical assistance, infrastructure assessment.
U.S. Department of Energy is working with its partners in power restoration efforts.

Maria passes the USVI early morning.
President Trump issues major disaster declaration for the
USVI. Makes federal funding available to St. Croix. Grants
for temporary housing and home repairs, low-cost loans
for uninsured property losses, and other programs to help
individuals and business owners recover.
SENATOR SARAUW
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DONATED SUPPLIES
FROM THE JEWISH
COMMUNITY

SUPPLIES FROM LUIZ MUNEZ MARIN FOUNDATION
WITH THE HELP OF OVER
THE LINE CHARTERS

DISTRIBUTION AT
SABROSO

ON
THE
MOVE

SUPPLIES FROM
DR BACOT

UNLOADING SUPPLY TRAILER

CARE BAGS FOR
VIPD
LUNCH FOR SPECIAL
OPERATIONS BUREAU

COAST GUARD ESCORT
TO DISTRIBUTION SITE

SUPPLIES FOR
SEAVIEW

CARE BAGS FOR EMS AT
SCHNEIDER REGIONAL
MEDICAL CENTER

DISTRIBUTION
IN
SMITH BAY

SEPTEMBER 23RD

SEPTEMBER 24TH

SEPTEMBER 26TH

FEMA’s blue tarp program, Operation Blue Roof, fixed its first roof.
President Trump amended the earlier major disaster declaration for the U.S.
Virgin Islands to make funding available to affected individuals in St. Thomas
and St. John.
Senator Sarauw distributed supplies in front of Ulla Muller Elementary School.

Senator Sarauw was in communication with Council
Member Andy King for NYC. They held a Bronx relief
drive for the people of the Caribbean islands devastated by the recent hurricanes.

Mail service resumes in the U.S. Virgin Islands
since Hurricane Irma.

SENATOR SARAUW
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T

he gumption and presence of the younger generations in donating,
supplying, organizing, transporting, and distributing of supplies has
been inspiring. The Senator has been excited to see the drive and
energy of these individuals. Vernon Araujo, the Development Director for
Family Resource Center, has moved mountains since the storm and been
a great source of encouragment for those around him. Pictured here with
Senator Sarauw, unloading a trailer full of supplies sent from one of the
many connections they have made since the storm.
The office encourages you to visit our website where you can schedule a
meeting to speak with the Senator.
https://www.janelleksarauw.com/request-meeting

SEPTEMBER 27TH

SEPTEMBER 29TH

SEPTEMBER 30TH

Curfew relaxed to allow for the potential resumption of
some classes at private schools, as well as the management
of normal activities

St. Thomas’ Cyril E. King Airport opened to commercial
flights with both American Airlines and Delta Air Lines operating services to the mainland United States

Senator Sarauw ends the month organizing and distributing
donated supplies with her staff to those most in need and
Emergency Services.

SENATOR SARAUW
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TAKING UP THE TORCH

L

et me pause to brag for a bit:
When I first took the seat in the
Senate people would ask who
was on my staff. It would be names
they do not recognize, and then they
noticed they were all young, so the
comments were of alarm. I would
hear that I need seasoned and older
politicians on my staff or some mad-

ness about the work ethics
of my generation. I would
say “Nah that is okay, I am
good with what I have.”
People would look at my
baby looking staff and place no faith in them.
Anyone who knows me,
know I demand excellence.
They work long and hard
days. They are intelligent.
They take my ragging up
and fix what I need them
to fix with a smile and return with a better product.
I come up with crazy ideas,
and I never hear it cannot
be done. Instead, they execute. Since the storm, I tote them everywhere; sometimes we go all day with no
food, hunger headaches setting in
because we get caught up helping
and then we cannot find a hot meal
because it is curfew time. I am because they are. They keep up with
SENATOR SARAUW
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me. They motivate me. They push
me. Sometimes they act like they are
the boss of me and I wanted to let
them know publicly how much I love,
adore and appreciate them. They
rode with me during the months-long
saga, and they ride with me now. I
am only as good as my staff.

LOVE CITY STRONG
The people of St. John are a resilient bunch.
Often last on the supply chain, the
community has become very reliant
on one another. What this looks like
is large groups of people in various
neighborhoods emerging from their
homes the day after the storm and
immediately pushing out to the main
roads. Most people completely ignored any damage to their own homes
and instead made sure people could
move up and down the roads in case
of emergencies.
Since St. John was effectively cut
off, Senator Sarauw trusted her staffer to relay information when able,
back to the staff on St. Thomas. Communications Director, Cooper Penn,
born, raised, and lives at his home on
Gifft Hill, St. John was among those
people. As the sun broke the day after the storm, he and the 4-5 families
staying with him for the storm were
out on the road, machettes, chainsaws, clippers, gloves, and grit, helping move trees and roofs so people
could get out their houses.
“We are small. Our neighborhoods
are small. The day before the storm

I was telling people of St. John, get
your tools ready. We are out on the
road daybreak Thursday.”
When organizations began rolling
onto the island they were shocked
with how much had already been
done. St. John Rescue brought in
the Disaster Immediate Response
Team [D.I.R.T.] of Help.ngo. A small
group of special forces, emergency
response veterans, communications
experts, and tech gurus. Most of the
team had just left Texas, having been
working in the Hurricane Harvey hit
areas. What they expected was blank
stares and wandering people. What
they saw was a surprisingly organized group of volunteers getting people evacuated, roads surprisingly
clear, and houses being repaired.
“I have never seen anything like
it,” said Dan, a Fire Chief out of Colorado. “This place is definitely special.”
St. John has its fair share of issues,
many of which were discussed during
the August Town Hall, but with such
a small community the logistics become much less complicated. The island also tends to receive a lot of pri-

“WE ARE RESILIANT. WE ARE USED
TO BEING RESOURCEFUL WITH
FEW RESOURCES. AND WHILE WE
DO GET FRUSTRATED BEING THE
LAST ON THE SUPPLY CHAIN, OUR
ISSUES ARE DIFFERENT FROM
THOSE OF THE LARGER ISLANDS.
WITH SO FEWER PEOPLE, WE OFTEN
TAKE CARE OF OUR OWN, BUT WE
DO NOT LIKE TO BE IGNORED, AND
WE DO NOT LIKE TO BE LEFT IN THE
DARK. SEEING SENATOR SARAUW
ON ST. JOHN LIFTED A LOT OF
SPIRITS, AND THAT IS JUST IT, AS
SIMPLE AS BEING ENGAGED WAS
HELPFUL.” – COOPER PENN

SENATOR SARAUW
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vate aid due to its high concentration
of villa and vacation home owners.
Mayor Bloomberg, Tim Duncan, and
Kenney Chesney were among some
major donors to the relief efforts and
both Bloomberg and Chesney have
continued those efforts here on St.
John.
Bloomberg for instance has installed a team, bringing a local St. Johnian, Ian Sammuel, on board to organize and rebuild the infastructure
on the island.
As communications began to become more available, Senator Sarauw
planned a trip to St. John, but Maria
started to bear down on the leeward
islands. A few days after Maria, the
Senator made the trip over with her
team to assess the needs of the island. It was very similar to what they
had seen on St. Thomas. A lack of
feminine and infant products.
St. Johnians were noticeably excited to see the young Senator on island with her staff. She could hardly
walk five feet without being approached by community members with
well wishes or concerns. The Community Coordinator for the Senator’s
office, Juanita Frett was diligent in
listening to the concerns and making
sure we had a running list of needs.
After making it to the car, we drove
out to Coral Bay. The team was noticeably stunned by the trek to the far
side of the island. “This place looks
like a bomb was dropped on it. Look
at the trees!” There were many accounts of tornados forming on the
hillsides and flowing down the valley
into Coral Bay proper, and it was obvious by the trees strewn in circular
patterns on the hill side.
With the assessment done, and
a good understanding of what will
happen moving forward, Senator
Sarauw and three of her staff headed back to St. Thomas to continue
organizing supplies. They returned
the following week with baby supplies and goodie bags for the EMS
workers and other first responders
of St. John.
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SHOUT OUTS
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OFFICE OF
SENATOR SARAUW
FINANCIAL REPORT*

EXPENDITURES
LINE ITEM

DESCRIPTION

MONTHLY $

YTD

$0

$2649.04

$0

$1420.00

Internet/Cable, Maintenance

$0

$1847.99

Paper, envelopes, pens, pencils, binders,
folders, etc

$0

$2184.35

Specialty services outside of the office.

$0

$ 1659.00

Postage

$19.19

$499.75

TRAVEL
(AIR/HOTEL*)

[Senator]
[Staff]

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
OFFICE
EQUIPMENT
OFFICE
SUPPLIES
PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

32nd Legislature of the Virgin Islands
Office of the Honorable Janelle K Sarauw
2017, July Financial Report

MISC

* Annual budgets for all senator offices is allotted at the start of the year.
Senator Sarauw has been allotted half of this.

Total

$19.19 $10,260.13

Next Month

• The Aftermath
• Policies for Resilience
• Economic Impact;
Economic Sustainability

SENATOR SARAUW
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THANK YOU
FAMILY RESOURCE CENTER
VERNON, VIVIAN, JENNIFER, CHANTEL, AND MORE
LUIS MUÑOZ MARIN FOUNDATION
ALEX ALBELO AND GEORGINA DE CARDENAS VALDES
WESLEY METHODIST CHURCH
SABROSO RESTAURANT
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
THE NORTHSIDE DISTRIBUTION CREW
HEADED BY CINDY BRYAN AND CHRISTY BERRY-COWAN
MAHNDAHL DISTRIBUTION CREW
HEADED BY RITA.
OVER THE LINE CHARTERS
CAPTAIN GARTH HUDSON
DR. LESLIE-ANN WILLIAMS - FOR SUPPLIES, ASSISTANCE, AND MAKING SURE OUR SEA VIEW PATIENTS WERE OKAY
THE CHABAD JEWISH COMMUNITY
RABBI FEDERMAN ASHER HENYA
PAVIA HOSPITAL
MY BROTHER’S WORKSHOP
SENATOR NELLIE RIVERA-O’REILLY FOR ARRANGING AND MAKING SURE ST. THOMAS RECEIVED GOODS
SENATOR JEAN FORDE AND HIS STAFF
SENATOR MARVIN BLYDEN
GREEN VI
MARIA ORTIZ OF JUST ME FASHION
THE AUSTIN BROTHERS (ADRIEN AND JEREMY)
POLICE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION
ALL OF OUR EMERGENCY AND FIRST RESPONDERS
MR ALCEDE EDWARDS, PRINCIPAL
CHARLOTTE AMALIE HIGH SCHOOL
JOHN WHEATLEY
ELROY HILL
IAN SAMUEL
CARLA AND LEVRON “POPS” SARAUW
MRS JACQUELINE LEWIS
BLOOMBERG RESPONSE TEAM
VIRGIN ISLANDS UNITED
OPA’I TAINO INTERNATIONAL
OPERATION REBUILD VIRGIN ISLANDS
DR. BACOT

AND EVERYONE WHO VOLUNTEERED!
SENATOR SARAUW
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