
Commissioner Tonio Borg
Berlaymont building

200 Wetstraat / rue de la Loi
1000 Brussels

Louvain la Neuve, 7th of May 2013

Subject: Neonicotinoids and future challenges 

Dear Commissioner Borg,

I am writing you concerning the latest developments on the dossier neonicotinoid insecticides and the new 
challenges that may raise in the future. 

First of all the European Beekeeping Coordination would like to thank you for the determination of your 
services in the application of the precautionary principle, even if we would have wished to achieve a more 
stringent implementation of it. The scale of prophylactic use of neonicotinoids in Europe is unprecedented, 
and we hope that the restrictions in the use you have proposed and defended will help reducing their load in 
the EU territory. 

Secondly, the European Beekeeping Coordination would like to continue being proactive in all the initiatives 
linked to bee health. Please, find below the key points that in our opinion should be taking into account for 
the two year ban period and onwards:

• It would be necessary to put in place measurements of the evolution of the residues of these three 
neonicotinoids in the environment. By doing so, the Commission could get a feedback on the 
practical consequences of the proposed provisions. Monitoring residues in soils treated for years 
with these products and groundwater and surface water as well as potential uptake by succeeding 
flowering crops and wild flowers and flowering (wild) trees and accumulation over the years in the 
stems of fruit trees along the duration of the suspension will serve as an indicator of the quality of 
the implementation of the measures proposed. 

• We remain at your disposal in case you desire to carry out a monitoring directly on bee colonies. We 
count with experience on the monitoring of residues on bee matrices. We would be happy to work 
together with your experts on the development of a methodology if need be. Indeed, the technicians 
of our member organisations will take part in the coming EFSA Colloquium, where, among others, 
monitoring methodologies will be discussed.

It would be key to include the exposure of bees to pesticides, in particular to those of this family, in the 
European bee health monitoring that the EU reference laboratory launched in collaboration with member 
states. In our opinion, it has been sufficiently acknowledged by science the role of certain pesticides as stress 
factors for bee health. 

Moreover, we would like to draw your attention to the fact that other neonicotinoids, as thiacloprid or 
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acetamiprid, continue on the EU market. It is important to ensure that the implementation of alternatives to 
imidacloprid, clothianidin, thiamethoxam will  not be a pesticide-by-pesticide replacement, but a real change 
in the logic for pesticide application, i.e. the use of agronomical practices such as crop rotation or Integrated 
Pest Management. Furthermore, one of the great problems of products containing neonicotinoids is their 
preventive use. Preventive chemical treatments should be avoided, mainly whenever the chemicals used have 
such negative impacts on the environment. Otherwise, no improvement for bees health in Europe will be 
achieved.

Regarding the concerns of pesticide substitution referred in the previous paragraph, we think it is relevant to 
mention a new pesticide active ingredient: Sulfoxaflor. This substance is a fourth-generation neonicotinoid, 
which has been classified under another family type: sulfoxamines. Independently the name of the family, 
the mode of action is exactly the same of neonicotinoids. The only difference is that the binding site on the 
Acetyl-cholin receptors are slightly different from those targeted by imidacloprid-like pesticides. This 
pesticide is currently following the procedure of authorisation, Ireland being the rapporteur member state. It 
is surprising to see that exactly the same gaps identified by the EFSA for the three neonicotinoids can be 
found as well in the Draft Assessment Report of this substance (see Annex I and Annex II). We understand 
that the new data requirements under Commission Regulation (EC) No 283/2013 and Commission 
Regulation (EU) No 284/2013 will not be applicable until January 2014. However, it is completely 
incoherent from the Commission and ScoFCAH to provide approval to an active substance that will 
potentially involve the same risks for bees and the environment as its fellow neonicotinoids. For this reason, 
in our opinion, complementary testing of sub-chronic toxicity (far beyond 10 days!), larvae toxicity and sub-
lethal effects should be requested to DowAgroSciences (the applicant), as well as pertinent tunnel and field 
tests (which is not currently the case).
 
The European Beekeeping Coordination looks forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Francesco Panella
Spokesperson for the European Beekeeping Coordination

Annex I – Comments on the Draft Assessment Report of Sulfoxaflor
Annex II – Recommended literature
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