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Captain Stephen M. Carmona’s Captain’s Corner: 

 

Now that the decorations 

have been taken down, 

springtime is already here.  

Although spring is already 

here, the lack of rain has 

made for the need to cut 

down on water usage.  North 

Hollywood is a lovely city 

and it is amazing to see the 

different things that people 

are doing with their home gardens.  Should you be 

driving, or walking, you can all be our community 

partners in making our city safe.  We continue to 

strive to strengthen the community policing efforts 

and enhance the communication between the 

community and the police officers that are serving 

you all.  

 

As we asked last month, we continue to seek 

community input and assistance in working together 

to make the North Hollywood area the safest it can 

possibly be. Please stop in to the North Hollywood 

Community Police Station and visit with the officers 

who are protecting you and your loved ones. Also, 

come in to see what we call, The Little Free Library, 

which is located in the Station lobby and it is always 

stocked with children's books.  Bring one or borrow 

one.  It’s definitely been proven that reading to your 

child every night increases their comprehension by 

one whole grade.  Staying involved with your 

children will keep them and those around you as safe 

as possible. 

 

As the weather continues to warm up and we are in 

the midst of Spring Break, I must remind you  

 

 

 

all again to remain vigilant in keeping your homes 

and vehicles secured. Watch out for your 

neighborhood and get to know your neighbors.          

I know the issue. As I stated last month, we must all 

work together and maintain open lines of 

communication and with that, I am pleased to 

announce North Hollywood has its very own 

dedicated crime tip line. This dedicated crime line 

will be used to respond to and investigate all possible 

leads regarding criminal activity. The number to this 

Crime Tip Line is (818) 754-8480.  
  

In closing, thank you all for getting involved with 

our community efforts. Last 

month, North Hollywood hosted 

CicLAvia, which allowed 

increased pedestrian and bicycle 

traffic along the Lankershim 

and Ventura corridors. 

Hopefully this was an 

opportunity that many of you 

took advantage of and an 

opportunity to explore some of 

the many wonderful restaurants, 

stores, theaters, and other 

special locations that are 

popping up all through the 

North Hollywood Area. This is 

a community rich with culture 

and I am honored to lead the 

men and women of the Los 

Angeles Police Department, 

North Hollywood Division in 

making your community the 

best and safest it can be.   
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Current Crime Trends 

During this deployment period, covering March 22,
 

2015 thru April 18, 2015, my area has seen an 

increase in grand theft auto, burglaries and thefts. 

There was, however, a decrease in burglary from 

motor vehicles and aggravated assaults. For obvious 

reasons, seeing a decrease in aggravated assaults is 

better than the other way around.  Theft from motor 

vehicles has continued to be a problem in just about 

every area of North Hollywood, so we are cautiously 

optimistic and we may be at the front end of a 

continued decline in this area. 

 

Thirteen cars were stolen during this period, as 

compared to nine at this time last year. Out of the 

thirteen cars that were stolen, all but one of them 

occurred on the west part of the basic car area 

between Lankershim Boulevard and the 170 

Freeway.  

 

Unfortunately, there were 6 burglaries as compared 

to 1 last period.  Overall, we are down 27%  in 

burglaries from this same time last year.  As far as 

thefts are concerned, there were 24 thefts this period 

compared to 22 last year.  Home Depot alone had 9 

thefts. Radio Shack had 3 thefts and Shoe 

Warehouse had 3 thefts.  All thefts were shoplifting 

incidents. 

 

Community Events 

Neighborhood Watch Meeting  

Pentecostal Church Juan 3:16  

6903 Radford Avenue 

Wednesday, May 20, 2015, 7:00 p.m.  

North Hollywood Northeast Neighborhood  

Council Meeting   

LAFD Station 89 

7063 Laurel Canyon Boulevard 

Thursday, May 21, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 

 

 
 

Current Crime Trends 
April has seen a decrease in most crimes compared 

to May for basic car 15A21.  We have seen some 

commercial burglaries in the industrial area along the 

railroad tracks.  Gang violence is also down along 

with gang related vandalism.  Everyone has been 

doing a great job calling 311 or 1-877-ASK-LAPD 

whenever they observe new graffiti. I have no doubt 

this along with multiple arrests by officers is what is 

driving the crime rate down.   

 

Vehicles being broken into remains a problem and 

officers are directing their efforts at arresting the 

suspects.   Please remember to lock you vehicle and 

to hide or remove valuables from your cars.  Keep up 

the good work.  Lock it, Hide it, Keep it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Basic Car 15A21 
Senior Lead Officer Shawn Smith 
Cell Phone (818) 634-0852 
31322@lapd.lacity.org 
 

Basic Car 15A3 
Senior Lead Officer Gabriel Ahedo 
Cell Phone (818) 634-0949 
33107@lapd.lacity.org  

mailto:31322@lapd.lacity.org
mailto:33107@lapd.lacity.org
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Current Crime Trends 

As we enter the month of May, it is important to 

mention that my area has seen an increased number 

in Grand Theft Auto incidents.  Although this seems 

to be an issue of concern throughout the North 

Hollywood area, the concentration that we see is in 

the area of Vanowen Street and Lankershim 

Boulevard.  Below are tips to keeping your vehicle 

as safe as possible: 

 

 When parking and exiting your vehicle make sure 

you have your keys.  Many people accidentally 

leave their keys in the car making it temping for a 

thief to steal your car. 

 Park your vehicle in a well-lit area, whenever 

possible. 

 Never leave valuable items in your car, especially 

in plain view. 

 

For additional tips, please contact me at                 

(818) 754-8358.   

 

Community Events 

Cleon Neighborhood Watch 

6633 Cleon Avenue 

Wednesday, May 20, 2015  

1:00 p.m. 

 

 
 

Current Crime Trends: 

Overall crime for basic car 15A33 is down this 

month and year to date.   Aggravated assaults are up 

slightly up along with burglary.   Here are a few tips 

for burglary prevention:  

 

 Make your home look occupied. 

 Lock all outside doors and windows before you  

   leave the house or go to bed. 

 Leave lights on when you go out.  If you’re going 

away for a length of time, connect a lamp to an 

automatic timer to have the lamp turn on in the 

evening and off during the day. 

 Let a neighbor know you are leaving and to watch 

your house.  

 

We have also been having a recent increase in thefts 

at our retail outlets.  We will be holding a meeting 

here at North Hollywood station for a theft 

prevention seminar on May 20, 2015, at 10:00 a.m. 

 

We have been conducting outreach for domestic 

violence.  I have attended local meetings and one 

college with our head detective for domestic 

violence education.  If you are interested in having 

myself and our lead detective come out to speak, 

please let me know.  We have flyers that can be 

distributed as well.  

 

Basic Car 15A27 
Senior Lead Officer Fortunato Mariscal 
Cell Phone (818) 634-0941 
27227@lapd.lacity.org  

Basic Car 15A33 
Officer Jennifer DuVally  
Cell Phone (818) 632-0809 
30991@lapd.lacity.org  

mailto:27227@lapd.lacity.org
mailto:30991@lapd.lacity.org
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Current Crime Trends  

A lot of people are facing hard times today and it is 

more prevalent today than any other time in my 19 

plus year career with the LAPD. When people are 

facing challenging times, we can always count on 

someone trying to take advantage of someone in 

need.  

If you’re a resident in our city or just driving 

through, it’s clear that some areas are experiencing 

more problems than others. However, it’s also fair to 

say that even the nicest areas in our community are 

experiencing complaints concerning the decay of 

their area’s ‘quality of life.”  Sometimes what we see 

is hard to understand and even more difficult to 

assist with. Although outreach is offered daily, it 

seems that oftentimes it is refused. That leaves law 

enforcement with limited ways in which it handles 

each encounter.  Every day is different and thus, 

everyday things are learned and we are able to work 

more with the community in solving a variety of 

issues. 

There are many homeless encampments in the parks 

and along the freeway on and off ramps; with more 

springing up daily. Large structures made of 

cardboard and discarded furniture are being built 

along the wash areas. Some of these newly built 

residential areas even have electricity to power 

radios and televisions.  

People in possession of carts pushing all of their 

valuables are a common site as well, as many of our 

homeless are seen walking or sleeping at bus 

benches, in parks, or in doorways.  The warmer 

months will definitely bring more of the homeless 

out of secure spaces and out into the open.  This is 

not only a result of the hard financial times.  As you 

may be aware, a recent court ruling has determined 

that it is no longer illegal to live in a vehicle parked 

on a city street. Please be aware that law 

enforcement can no longer force vehicles to park 

elsewhere unless they are on private property. 

Just recently I came across something I have never 

seen before. People are now starting to rent out their 

old and sometimes abandoned vehicles to area 

homeless for a large monthly fee. I just discovered a 

man and his adult son paying $350 .00 monthly 

(from their social security benefits) to live inside a 

dirty, but registered, van parked in a residential area. 

To make matters worse, the owner of the vehicle 

does not allow his renters to have the key to the 

vehicle and will only move it once it is tagged for a 

72 hour violation by the police or by the Department 

of Transportation.  

This rented out vehicle is not even parked in the 

neighborhood of the registered owner. As times get 

worse and more people look to supplement their 

income, this vehicle or one like it may be parked in 

front of your home. Keep your eyes open and should 

this be the case, please call my office or the station.  

Once they are made aware of what the legal time 

limits are, they oftentimes will “set up camp” 

somewhere else for the next little while.  

If you have questions or concerns, please email me 

at 32740@lapd.lacity.org  

 

Basic Car 15A39 
Senior Lead Officer John Catalano 
Cell Phone (818) 634 -0873 
32740@lapd.lacity.org  

mailto:32740@lapd.lacity.org
mailto:32740@lapd.lacity.org
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Current Crime Trends 

Based on the current crime trends, burglary/theft 

from motor vehicles and auto thefts are still the most 

prevalent of crimes within this basic car area.  The 

majority of these crimes are occurring on the 

Chandler Boulevard corridor between Laurel Canyon 

and Whitsett Avenue. Unfortunately, as much as we 

mention it, people still leave bicycles, cell phones, 

and purses unattended while at the local coffee shops 

or markets.  Please assist us by securing your 

property and not leaving it unattended whether at 

home or while running errands.  This cannot be 

repeated enough. Even empty bags with a local 

store’s names (whether it be a bag from Marshalls, 

Macys, Ralphs, or even a drug store) are prime 

targets for the petty criminal.   

 

As the weather warms up, please remember that pets 

do not belong in unattended vehicles! 

 

If you have any information regarding a crime please 

contact our North Hollywood Crime Tip Line at 

(818) 754-8480.  And of course, you can remain 

anonymous! 

 

Community Events 

Valley Village Neighborhood Council 

Faith Presbyterian Church Social Hall  

5000 Colfax Avenue, Valley Village 

Wednesday, May 20, 2015 

6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

 

 
 

Current Crime Trends 

Based on the current crime statistics, crime numbers 

continue to stay down.  All areas maintain lower 

crime numbers including burglary from vehicles, as 

well as robbery.  Thefts continue to stay down.  The 

NOHO Arts area has expanded neighborhood watch 

groups and we are looking forward with the hope 

that this will help to reduce crimes in this area.  

 

Please consider hosting a Neighborhood Watch in 

your area.  At the very most you’ll get to know some 

of your neighbors and at the very least, your 

neighbors will become the eyes and ears of your own 

streets, thus reducing crime within the NoHo Arts 

and Greater Toluca Lake areas.   

 

Community Events 

Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council 

Meeting 

Toluca Elementary  

4840 Cahuenga Boulevard 

Tuesday, May 19th, 2015 

7:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Basic Car 15A67 
Senior Lead Officer Robert Benavidez  
Cell Phone (818) 634-0978 
32151@lapd.lacity.org  

Basic Car 15A43 
Senior Lead Officer Manuel Arreygue 
Cell Phone (818) 634-0829 
30026@lapd.lacity.org  

mailto:32151@lapd.lacity.org
mailto:30026@lapd.lacity.org
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Current Crime Trends  

As the Senior Lead Officer for Studio City my job 

has changed from when I started some 13 years ago. 

The most dramatic change is the responsibility and 

accountability we as the Senior Lead Officers now 

have in combating crime in our particular areas. 

When I started as a Senior Lead Officer the focus 

was more on community issues, the broken windows 

theory or fixing the problems that patrol did not have 

time or the ability to fix. However, like so many 

things, it has changed. We still are tasked with fixing 

community problems, the cars that are parked on the 

street for weeks, the neighborhood disputes, the 

homeless encampments or the problem neighbors 

with the parties every weekend. However, were still 

doing these type of activities but we just have less 

time to do so. Much of our time is focused on 

bringing down crime. In looking at crime in Studio 

City, crime is up, way up by 21%.  Crime is not just          

 

 

 

 

 

up in Studio City but it’s up throughout North 

Hollywood Division. However, we are not alone; 

currently crime is up in 20 out of the 21 Divisions in 

the Los Angeles Police Department. Since I came on 

the job, over 20 years ago, I have never seen 

anything like this. There are more assaults, more 

burglaries, more robberies, more stolen vehicles, 

etc… Next time I’ll try to answer the very difficult 

and complicated reason as to why I think this is. 

Please remember to keep your eyes and ears on your 

neighbors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NORTH HOLLYWOOD POLICE STATION 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITE INFORMATION 

MAIN NUMBER/FRONT DESK (818) 754-8300 

DETECTIVE DIVISION (818) 754-8410 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS OFFICE (CRO) (818) 754-8470 

SENIOR LEAD OFFICE (SLO) (818) 754-8358 

NORTH HOLLYWOOD CRIME TIP LINE (818) 754-8480 

POLICE ACTIVITY LEAGUE SUPPORTERS (PALS) 

WEBSITE 
www.nohopals.com 

PALS FACEBOOK PAGE www.facebook.com/nohopals 

Basic Car 15A85 
Senior Lead Officer Michael Lewis 
Cell Phone (818) 634-2593 
31575@lapd.lacity.org  

HOMICIDE 

RAPE 

BURGLARY 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULTS 

ROBBERY 

BURGLARY/THEFT FROM MOTOR 

VEHICLE 

PERSONAL/OTHER THEFT 

AUTO THEFT 
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mailto:31575@lapd.lacity.org

