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‘PEDROSA HANDMADES’ FEATURED IN SOLO EXHIBITION AT ART EXPO 2017  

Cuba’s ‘Reflective Soul’ To Exhibit Noted Collection, New Works in Manhattan 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Artist’s statement 2017: 

Through my work I leverage and manipulate the concept of “Cubanism” and its iconography as 

stereotypes, taking notice of the ever-changing notion of what being “Cuban” really is, including 

ideological & cultural material from more recent history.  

As an artist I do not pretend to tie myself to a specific medium or style. I believe that aesthetics alone 

should not guide me, not influence my core ideas and central messages. 

I most often focus on social, communal and political imagery. My work employs cynicism and irony 

in the search for paradoxes which include denunciation, implicit conflict and tension, and aspects of 

power. Even though my tools are visual, as important as the creation of the image - is the selection of 

the titles for my work, which allow me to strengthen an image with further levels of interpretation. 

My art and its ideological content strive to open a discussion, engaging the public and asking them to 

incorporate their own level of interpretation, imagination and opinions.  

Nothing inspires me more than to provoke the public to express itself; that completes my work as 

nothing else can.  

Humor, satire, and our extroverted natures -- our 'outdoor' voice and our opinion (/my opinion) -- are 

always present when my work is finished, even though in my case silent periods can sometimes 

surprise the most. At the end of the day, though, there really is no such thing as a 'silent Cuban'... 

especially not me. 

 MMP - 2017 

http://milenamp.com/en/milena-cuban-artist


 
 
 
 
 
Michael Miller Galleries | Milena Martinez Pedrosa 
 
 
Michael Miller is a Canadian and international gallerist / art dealer. 
 
He is an entrepreneur, world traveler, an adventurer… and an artist. He loves ‘found’ objects and 
found art, specializing in the acquisition and display of thought-provoking, emotionally intelligent and 
visually-arresting modern artwork. 
 
Michael Miller Galleries features The Scaffold art installation, a private, two-story, 2,500 square-foot 
gallery setting with 20-foot high lumbered ceilings, located in Crescent Beach, British Columbia. 
 
The Scaffold private-viewing installation was created from a fascination with scaffold patterns and 
structures, striking original. contemporary art, and constructed using large wooden beams from a 
discarded, decades-old railway trestle. The site features a rooftop garden / green roof, and a heavy-
gauge sculpture garden throughout the grounds. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Michael Miller is honored and pleased to announce the acquisition of major works by Havana-born, 
Miami-based artist Milena Martinez Pedrosa, and his Canadian representation of the Artist through 
2017-18.  
 
Mr. Miller will focus first on five original oil paintings from Ms. Pedrosa’s stunning ‘Handmade’ 
collection, which includes striking artistic, social and political statements surrounded by relevant 
newspaper-based collage. Furthermore, the actual hands drawn in ‘Handmade’, are simply some of 
the best representations of the form ever put to canvas. 
 
These selections will be on display at The Scaffold, presented by Michael Miller Galleries, beginning 
in June 2017. 
 

www.michaelmillergalleries.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Miller Galleries Ltd. 

info@michaelmillergalleries.com 
+1 604.803.6389 
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THE 'PEDROSA HANDMADES': Reflections on a Uniquely Canadian-Cuban Relationship  

 
In her stunning Handmade Collection of oil-on-canvas with surrounding, mixed-media newspaper collage, 

Cuban-born artist Milena Martinez Pedrosa has stirred-up a lot of ghosts for me. 

 

As with Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien's refusal to follow Bush '43 into the Iraq War in 2003, it was 

Chretien's old boss Pierre Trudeau who fell in love with Cuba in the 1960’s, wanting to see the Cuban people 

get a fair shake on the world stage - regardless of what either the Johnson or Nixon Administrations felt about 

it.  

 

Trudeau and his family became close with Fidel Castro and admired much in the man, without ever coddling 

him or condoning the worst of his public and policy-related instincts. Cuba and its people were something 

Canada felt it needed to stand up-to the US over, as Nobel Peace Prize laureate Lester Pearson once remarked 

before handing the Canadian reigns-of-power... over to Trudeau. 

 

I was very young between 1970-75 when Trudeau was carving a uniquely Canadian figure around the world, 

yet his empathy for Cuba stuck with me somehow, as did his ability to stand-up to a great friend we have in the 

United States of America, but especially some of her shadow organizations.  

 

When I first saw Milena's Handmades at the 2016 ART BASEL MIAMI show, I was immediately drawn to the 

ground- breaking way in which she simply drew-out 'hands' as I'd never seen them committed to canvas before. 

Hands may be the most challenging form in art to draw or paint. Then later, something else even more 

powerful… just drew me in. 

 

Within the Handmades -- and their uniquely-composed human forms, emotional currents and socio-political 

cues -- there is so much more going on than 'meets the eye': the oil painting is completed to create visually 

striking arms, hands and fingers with a realism that shocks and delights; then the canvas is further supported 

with relevant newspaper-collage placements, to highlight aspects of politics, culture and justice; and then, to 

challenge further our notions of satisfaction and 'completeness', comes the most powerful ink-as-tattoo oil 

sketches on the arms, demanding an entirely 'other' - and deeper - level of interpretation. 

 

Suddenly, in rush hints of Dali, Shepard Fairey and Jenny Saville; iconic, penetrating and presenting what one 

observer has called a ‘visceral conceptualism’ among the best in contemporary art today. 

 

I don't know exactly what it all is or adds up to, yet in an era when Trudeau's son Justin - whom Castro once 

held carefully in his arms when the boy was just three years-old - is now the leader of a free, determined and 

truly 'international' Canadian people... well, I just felt like those people deserved to see Milena's ground-

breaking work, especially the Handmades, and in person.  

 

When they do, I know they will see the irrepressible Cuban people reflected-back at them, longing for a new era 

of prosperity and peace, with a little less injustice to go around.  

 

This is the unique relationship and time in history I think we're also celebrating, by bringing five Pedrosa 

Handmades to THE SCAFFOLD private-viewing art installation. 

 

Michael Miller 

Gallerist | Art Dealer 

--------------------------------------------- 
 

To arrange an interview with Ms. Pedrosa and Mr. Miller, and for more information, please see Backgrounder and 

CONTACT: Ariel Pedrosa | Representative for, Milena Martinez Pedrosa | Mobile: 1+ 786-663-9800                              

milenamartinezpedrosa@gmail.com | www.milenamp.com   | www.michaelmillergalleries.com                                                     
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