
“When the child who hadn't wanted 
to come to Forest School and spent 
most of his time running off or 
shouting at others- sat for half an 
hour with a contented look on 
his face watching birds.” 

“Too many favourite moments, but one 
of the most memorable was stalking an 
enormous flock of starlings through the 
woods first thing in the morning with a 
group of HE children. The fog was so 
thick we couldn't see the birds, but they 
made the most tremendous noise - 
unlike the children, who for once we're 
completely quiet - awe struck!”

“I had a yr 5 girl with cognitive 
issues who had spent the whole 
year choosing to just watch the 
others use tools. Then, in their 
final week, she worked with me 
to use a bow saw. The look on her 
face holding up the log she cut is 
one I'll never forget.”

“For me the practical day 
of training week. Amazing 
fire, great food, made 
great friends, and spent 
great time in the Forest. 
Not even the rain couldn't 
stop our good mood.”

“Second session in with a 
child who is an elective mute 
in class. I couldn't get a word 

in edgeways. She was so 
excited about going to collect 
conkers and even got back to 
class and told the whole class 

about her experience. 
Amazing.”

“Week 4 of my first sessions and 
 finally having a conversation and 

eye contact with a wee chap 
whilst bow sawing.”

“A child who struggles in class with 
behaviour saying, I love it outside 

because I don't get angry. It made me 
and her teacher smile from ear to ear!” 

“Exploring the woods with a group I had 
from London, we followed squirrel prints 
and bird prints in the snow. We then all 

laid in the snow and a robin landed on one 
of the lads foot for about four seconds, 

the group was stunned as was I. A never 
forget moment.”

“That one child who spent all day trying to light a 
fire and finally got it. All the other children 
clapped and congratulated her even though they 
had all already done it.”

“Best moment - reception child from 
September to December. Never heard him 

speak in school. Whilst in forest just before 
Christmas, building Houses for Gruffalo 

creatures. Smile on his face, then proceeded 
to us all about the house he had built and 

for which creature and how much we could 
buy the Christmas tree for!!!!! 

The magic of the forest!”

“One of my favourite moments recently 
was a teenage lad I'd been working with a 
while and never seen him really relax. He's 
been making a nest box and was nearly 
finished. He went to sit in a hammock and 
was swinging back and forth singing a little 
song about the birds that were going to 
move into the box and be happy. It was such 
a surprising thing to hear from him. So good 
to see him relax so much..”

“One of my favourite things ever 
about forest school is when 

everyone sits down for a snack and 
a hot drink, especially around a 

fire, and there's that little 
moment of silence and just being 

together in the woods sharing food. 
It's always so special!”

“My hard core Year 6 
boys who rarely felt 
anything other than 
anger in the class room, 
found a collection of 
baby frogs so built frog 
hotels completely freely 
chosen! ***proud*** “

“Having a young autistic boy who hated being 
outside....wouldn't go anywhere with family... 
discovered he loved art and cartoons so showed 
him lots of things we could do around this 
outside.. The best moment was a message from 
home stating he agreed to go to the beach and 
spent the day rock pooling and collecting 
wood/stones with his family and enjoyed it.”

“The children had built an Ark big enough for the whole class 
to sit in with a tarpaulin roof that stretched right across it. 
The children sat in twos and one child (Noah) decided to do a 

role call, checking all the animals were in, "Tigers?" "HERE!" 
whilst a child outside, who independently started shouting, 
"I'm God. Here comes the flood!" and started to empty all 

the water we had taken over! Hilarious!”

“One of my children who likes to be the first 
to do anything and doesn't share actually 
helped another child and taught them how to 
play a game, I could have cried.” “My favourite moment this 

term was from a boy in Year 
2, who absolutely loves our FS 
sessions and was encouraging a 
newbie to enjoy being outdoors 
and embrace the opportunities 

the site has to offer... Some of 
the children were rummaging 
and playing in a huge pile of 
brown, crunchy leaves, some 

children were collecting them 
to build bug houses. Newbie 
looked at excited child and 

asked what he was doing as he 
passionately scooped up a huge 

pile of leaves and launched 
them into the air. Excited child 
responded - 'you've just got to 

believe, these leaves are 
treasure!”

“Seeing the forest school 
community expand over the 

last 20 years and being part 
of the movement to halt and 
start to reverse the 'cotton 

wool' kids/ risk adverse 
world we live in. Together 

we are making a difference 
and more kids and people 

getting out and loving being 
with trees in the woods!!!”

“That beautiful look of awe that 
comes over the children's' faces when 

they've created their first fire.”

“Loads of memorable moments but I love how much 
being in Forest School brings out the best in the 
children's imagination. I love how a massive stick in 
our outdoor area has been a broomstick one week 
and a seesaw the next. I love how it brings out the 
confidence in one of our children who can be very 
anxious and quiet in the classroom. I love the fact 
that there are no walls to our classroom but just 
space!”

“When a child doesn't speak to anyone 
in the classroom or playground and at 

her first forest school session she 
doesn't stop chatting.”

“Best quote so far a year 1 said 
'when I grow up I am having your 
job it's the best in the world!' 
Can't argue with that.”

“When all the children finish a session 
and feel like they have achieved.” 

“When you hear a Year 1 child 
re-telling the story of The 

Disgusting Sandwich with all its 
wonderful vocabulary, and 

carrying their precious sandwich 
all the way back to share it with 

his teacher.”
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