Manchester city council have submitted planning for a
24/7 440 space car park on the former Central Retail Park.
Next to a Primary School.
During a #ClimateEmergency.
More than 1
 0,000 of us think this should be a
10.5 acre green space.

@TreesNotCars
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In 2019 Ancoats & Beswick had a voter turnout of 2,145.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2019_Manchester_City_Council_election

1,344

locals from this ward alone have signed our petition

against a car park, in support of green space.
https://www.treesnotcars.com/petition

624

more children admitted to hospital in Manchester during

2018 for asthma, than the rest of England

https://www.gmhsc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Greater-Manchester-Chil
drens-and-Young-People-Health-and-Wellbeing-Framework-2018-2022-Final-Print
.pdf

NO2 concentration levels on Great Ancoats Street above legal
levels at

45.9

/ 40 micrograms per cubic metre.

https://pa.manchester.gov.uk/online-applications/files/325ABA478E558F6E5980
D8A6FD423957/pdf/124181_VO_2019-AIR_QUALITY_ASSESSMENT-1294832.pdf

20%

of Manchester city centre is already dedicated to car

parks. Parking spaces in Manchester have increased from 9,017
in 2015 to 10,844 in 2018
open.manchester.gov.uk

Above: space dedicated to stationary cars in the centre of Manchester
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We’re hearing concerns from local parents about the effect of carbon
emissions on their children’s health. Our children need clean air.

‘We are residents in Lockgate Mews. We just arrived in Manchester and chose
Ancoats as the best place for our family. New Islington is a neighborhood
that looks like a small village in the city centre and just next to the
primary school. Two of my daughters attend this school currently. I have
just joined PTA, my youngest daughter is going to nursery little Learning
Ladder, and will go to the NIFS soon. We are concerned about climate change
and I understood Manchester City Council is as well. I hope that the right
decision will be made for both of our health and well-being in this area
which really started to be a family friendly, and should stay this way.’
Florence Chabert D’hieres
Mother of
Clotilde,age 7, Leonie, age 5, and Soline age 3.
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‘We have been living in our flat in Ancoats for 7 years, our eldest goes to
the primary school and the youngest will go to nursery Little Learning
Ladder for another year before joining the school as well. We both work in
the city centre and enjoy living in a beautiful neighbourhood with marina,
ducks, cool coffee shops, bakeries. Our eldest son has asthma and green
space and clean air is essential for us. Green park is needed to expand
this community, help it thrive, for families to relax and children to have
a safe place to play.’
Julia Kovaliova, mother of Maksim, age 10, and Mark, age 3.

‘My husband and I bought a flat in New Islington in March 2011. Back then,
there were a number of sporadic buildings in a large undeveloped area
lacking connections and active frontage. Since then, the landscaping has
been transformed in a positive way. We started a family and we decided to
stay and raise our child in the area mainly because of its proximity to the
cultural centre and its numerous opportunities to engage in. But raising a
child in the city centre is challenging especially if there are no parks.
Green areas and playgrounds can promote the scene of community among kids
and parents, and this is what is missing from our area. Manchester was the
first industrial city in the world which was developed at astonishing speed
with lack of planning. Why would we repeat the mistakes of the past?’
Eirini Tsianaka, mother of Thales, age 3.
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‘My husband and I bought our house in New Islington 3yrs ago. However,
we’ve been living and working in Manchester city centre for nearly 15yrs.
We moved to New Islington from the M1 city centre postcode area so that our
eldest child (now nearly 7yrs old) could attend the New Islington Free
School and our youngest child (now nearly 3yrs old) could attend the Little
Learning Ladder nursery which is very close by. With its child-focused
learning facilities, 3+ bed townhouses and natural spaces at the New
Islington Marina/Cotton Fields Park, Ancoats/New Islington is the most
family-friendly district of Manchester city centre. If it were not for the
New Islington Free School opening in the area, my family would have had to
move to the suburbs when my eldest approached school age.
The provision of a park at the Central Retail Park would significantly
enhance the area. New Islington Marina/Cotton Fields Park is lovely, but
with the canal water, it is dangerous for children to run around and play
freely. In addition, there is no playground. This is a huge shame for
families that live in the area plus the children that attend the New
Islington Free School and the Little Learning Ladder nursery. I’m aware
that the site previously had a large car park as part of the retail
establishments, however, this was planned before Ancoats/New Islington
became the family-friendly/child-focused district of the city centre. You
now have an opportunity to create new plans for the Central Retail Park to
fit with the family-friendly neighbourhood that exists here today. We need
a park to enhance our quality of life, the biggest drawback to city centre
living is the lack of large green spaces. You can correct this problem and
radically change the perception of Manchester city centre living. A huge
car park in the area would be a disgrace both in terms of dangerous
pollution levels and a wasted opportunity to positively support the
family-friendly, child-focused neighbourhood that the council has created
in the area.’
Lynda Ayiku, mother of Jacob, age 7, and Beth, age 3.
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‘When searching for a flat in central Manchester I saw most of the city's
new developments - identikit boxes parachuted into areas without a
community. Ancoats was different. An area which built on its history with a
variety of accommodation for families and different income groups - not
just for investment. Where the canals were clean and provided a mooring for
boat owners and leisure for residents - maintained by an active community
group. Where small start-up businesses were encouraged to create a foodie
destination. Where a local school was poised to move into an exciting new
building. With a nursey, a GP and the beginnings of a new Ancoats.
Four years' ago we were promised that the near derelict shopping centre
would be demolished for a cinema and supermarket. As time passed the shops
closed and a few dozen cars would park amid the debris as the area
attracted drug dealing and the homeless.Manchester Life roadshows promised
lower cost social housing and a variety of smaller independent shops. At no
time was parking or offices mentioned.
The council plans for a car park will encourage traffic in an area which
would be more attractive and environmentally friendly if pedestrianised which is surely the future for these traditional areas with their narrow
streets and increasing tourism.
As for office development - the dream is to attract tech companies businesses which are footloose - dependent on a skilled workforce and an
attractive environment. We already have offices what we need is better
technical education and a greener environment.’
Anne Ryan, local resident and school community governor (in a personal
capacity)
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Above: The Retail Park, as it is used today.

“
I have been aware of the growing concern from residents about these
proposed plans for the Central Retail Park and I have written to the Council in
support of these concerns. I agree that the council should be ensuring it
maintains and keeps its promises for green space and clean air and I can see
why people oppose the suggestion of a car park here.
Lucy Powell MP

”

TreesNotCars.com

8

Our statements
1. The Retail Park has not been used as a car park for at least 18
months. The current car use of the site is zero. This proposal will
SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASE the number of cars accessing the site from
0/day to +440/day.
2. Asthma UK reports that 1 in 11 children and 1 in 12 adults in the UK
are currently receiving treatment for asthma. Trees are urgently
needed in the city centre to provide residents with clean air.
3. Contrary to Policy EN4 “Reducing CO2 emissions by enabling low and
zero carbon development”, the proposed application will have a

detrimental impact on carbon emissions. This proposal will increase
carbon emissions coming from Council-controlled land by encouraging
around 1,000 extra car journeys every day. (440 x 2 during 12 hour

commuting period + evening and leisure use). The facilitation of new
car parking service will create carbon and a car park cannot be
considered a low or zero carbon development.
4. Data taken from open.manchester.gov.uk shows that the number of

parking spaces in Manchester has increased from 9,017 in 2015 to

10,844 in 2018. Will installing another car park help us achieve our
goals to be carbon neutral by 2038?
5. Contrary to Policy SP1 "Spatial Principles", the proposed application
will have a detrimental impact on visual amenity, traffic, and air

quality. The Air Quality Report shows that pollution levels were at

20% when the retail park car park was active in 2016. Re-opening the
car park will worsen the air quality by at least 20%.

