
Placement Test Level (4) – Introduction

Math Lessons for a Living Education teaches math in a unique way—these placement tests will guide you 
in determining the best level in which to place your student. 

Each placement test contains the skills and concepts your student must know and understand in order 
to enter that level. These are the prerequisite skills your child must understand in order to begin each 
level the test is for.

As your student works through these tests, make sure they understand:

• How each process is performed

• Why each process works

As your student completes each problem, ask them to show or tell you what they are doing and why they 
are doing it. Future success in mathematics relies upon your student understanding both the why and 
how of math.

Example placement scenarios

If your student can . . .

• Easily pass the test for Level 3 and understands both why and how they utilize those mathematical
concepts, but struggles in the Level 4 test, your student is ready to begin level 3.

• If your student can pass the test for Level 5—but cannot show or tell you how concepts work (they
know how to “fill in the blanks”), your student should begin level 4 in order to fill in learning gaps
and create a true understanding of the concepts.

• If your student can pass the test for Level 4, but has one or two learning gaps (they are still a little
shaky on a topic or two), you may evaluate the topics covered in both Level 3 & 4 and use your
discretion in placing them. We would recommend working through level 3 at an accelerated pace;
however, you may choose to place your student in level 4 and fill in learning gaps together.



This placement test assesses your student’s readiness to begin Math Lessons for a Living Education Level 4. 
Please discuss any missed problems with the student in order to understand the reason that he or she missed 
them. Instructions for grading are at the beginning of each section. If your student completes this test and 
understands the concepts, they are prepared to begin Math Lessons for a Living Education Level 4. 

Section one: (The student should make no more than 2 mistakes on each of these points.)

Point 1: Add and Subtract. 

4,561
5, 198

+  3,210

3,290
+  9,229

823, 197
+  29,510

329,528
–  32,999

56,291
–  13,897

Point 2: Round these numbers to the nearest 10.   Round these numbers to the nearest 100.

23        189
891        2,345
466       982
138        312

Round these numbers to the nearest 1,000.

3,780
12,428
9,621
13,289
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Point 3: Complete this multiplication chart. 

x 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Point 4: Narrate to your teacher the relationship between multiplication and division. Use manipulatives 
to demonstrate your understanding. 
(Note to the teacher: this point is a make or break. If your student does not understand multiplication and 
division well enough to confidently and clearly narrate to you the relationship between multiplication and 
division, seriously consider placing them in the previous book in this series.) 
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Section two: (The student should make no more than 2 mistakes on each of these points.)

Point 1: Find the area. Write the equations for each one. 

2 inches

2 
in

ch
es

4 inches

4 
in

ch
es

3 inches

6 
in

ch
es

___________ ___________ ___________

Point 2: Correctly divide and color each circle to show the fraction written under each one.

1
2

3
4

2
5

5
6

4
7

3
8

1
3

Point 3: Solve these word problems. 
There were 32 tulips at the flower stand. If 4 ladies bought an equal number of the tulips, how many tulips did 
they each buy?

continuedLevel       Placement Test4



The family drove 126 miles before lunch.  After lunch, they drove 253. How many more miles did they drive 
in the afternoon than in the morning? How many miles did they drive in the morning and the afternoon 
together? 

Point 4: Solve these problems. 

Circle groups of 3.   
1

6  of 18 =          6 x ____ = 18      

Circle groups of 5.   
1

2  of 10 =        2 x ___ = 10 

Circle groups of 4.    
1

3  of 12 =           3 x ______ = 12

Point 5: Write the Roman Numeral for each number. 

1 ______

5 ______

10 ______

50 ______

100 ______

1,000 ______

continuedLevel       Placement Test4



Instructions for grading are found at the beginning of each section. If your student understands all the 
concepts on the Level 4 Placement Test, they are ready to begin Math Lessons for a Living Education Level 
4. Please do not place an unprepared student in this book, as it will only frustrate them and inhibit them from 
learning.

Section one: (The student should make no more than 2 mistakes on each of these points.)

Point 1: Add and Subtract. 

4,56 1
5, 198

+  3,210
12,969

3,290
+  9,229

12,519

823, 197
+  29,510
852,707

329,528
–  32,999

296,529

56,29 1
–  1 3,897

42,394

Point 2: Round these numbers to the nearest 10.   Round these numbers to the nearest 100.

23  20      189   200
891  890     2,345  2,300
466 470     982  1,000
138  140      312   300

Round these numbers to the nearest 1,000.

3,780  4,000
12,428  12,000
9,621  10,000
13,289  13,000

1 1 1 11 11 1814 1 11 82 51
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Point 3: Complete this multiplication chart. 

x 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

2 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20

3 3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27 30

4 4 8 12 16 20 24 28 32 36 40

5 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

6 6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60

7 7 14 21 28 35 42 49 56 63 70

8 8 16 24 32 40 48 56 64 72 80

9 9 18 27 36 45 54 63 72 81 90

10 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Point 4: Narrate to your teacher the relationship between multiplication and division. Use manipulatives 
to demonstrate your understanding. 
(Note to the teacher: this point is a make or break. If your student does not understand multiplication and 
division well enough to confidently and clearly narrate to you the relationship between multiplication and 
division, seriously consider placing them in the previous book in this series.) 
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Section two: (The student should make no more than 2 mistakes on each of these points.)

Point 1: Find the area. Write the equations for each one. 

2 inches

2 
in

ch
es

4 inches

4 
in

ch
es

3 inches

6 
in

ch
es

2 x 2 = 4 sq. in 4 x 4 = 16 sq. in 6 x 3 = 18 sq. in

Point 2: Correctly divide and color each circle to show the fraction written under each one.

1
2

3
4

2
5

5
6

4
7

3
8

1
3

Point 3: Solve these word problems. 
There were 32 tulips at the flower stand. If 4 ladies bought an equal number of the tulips, how many tulips did 
they each buy?

32 ÷ 4 = 8
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The family drove 126 miles before lunch.  After lunch, they drove 253. How many more miles did they drive 
in the afternoon than in the morning? How many miles did they drive in the morning and the afternoon 
together? 

253 – 126 = 127 / 126 + 253 = 379
Point 4: Solve these problems. 

Circle groups of 3.   
1

6  of 18 =  3        6 x 3 = 18      

Circle groups of 5.   
1

2  of 10 = 5       2 x 5 = 10 

Circle groups of 4.    
1

3  of 12 =  4         3 x 4 = 12

Point 5: Write the Roman Numeral for each number. 

1   I
5   V
10   X
50   L
100   C

1,000  M
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