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Thank you speech by Tim Fisher 
 
It’s really lovely that Dad’s being recognized in this way. He spent over half his life not just living in the 
Yarra community, but being actively involved in it, and I’m sure he’d be very moved by this.  
  
As well as being an environmental educator, one of the things that defined Frank’s life was his chronic 
illness. As he once put it, his disability forced him to live beyond his comfort zone, which I’m sure 
everyone with a disability can relate to. 
  
But through the awkwardness of having to live beyond his – or anyone else’s – comfort zone, Frank 
found his disabilities liberating, as they gave him a level of awareness that is otherwise hard to come by. 
  
Among many other things, his disability made him conscious of the capacity of society – all of us – to 
recognize the unique experience of other people, and alongside his teaching on sustainability and 
environment, he spent a lot of time working towards the independence and legitimacy of the chronically 
ill.  
 
One small example is his dream for wheelchair bound people – which is not to make sure we build 
expensive accessibility ramps in every public place, but instead to build ramps inside everyone’s heads. 
This would mean we’d live in a world where passers by would simply help the wheelchair-bound over 
obstacles without requiring any thanks, and it would happen so often and automatically that a person in a 
wheelchair would never have to experience any feelings of debt toward helpful strangers. 
  
To Frank, empowerment of the chronically ill was a matter of creating social structures that recognize 
them – if all of society is involved in helping people with illnesses, then everyone will begin to 
understand those illnesses. 
  
I mention his work in this area to give a sense of how Dad’s attitude toward the ideas of sustainability 
and conservation were not limited to the “environment” and areas we normally think of when it comes 
to those terms. 
  
His attitude to disability applied just as easily to sustainability. He was always looking for ways to involve 
everyone in making decisions, because only then would we, will we, begin to really feel responsible for 
the consequences of the way we live on the world around us. 
  
As Mayor Fristacky mentioned, the Frank Fisher Award aims to build on his legacy by recognizing those 
who’ve engaged and inspired people around them and made a significant contribution to several areas of 
sustainability.  
  
The qualities Jackie mentioned - mindfulness, insight, humility and civic spirit – are wonderful ideals. On 
behalf of Frank’s family, his partner Mairi-Anne, my brother Sam and friends and colleagues such as 
Anthony, Josh Floyd, Ian Thomas, John Merory and many others, we’re really touched that Yarra has 
chosen to remember Dad by celebrating those in the community who embody these qualities and aspire 
to engage others in the same way. 
 
Thanks.  


