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Thank You

for making this
year amazing!

17%

CLASS FUNDS

DR. GERRY USWAK, DEAN, COLLEGE OF DENTISTRY
Take great pride in knowing that you are transforming
the lives of our young people who will, in turn, make a
meaningful impact on their communities as educated,
informed and engaged citizens. I thank you for your
generosity; it’s a powerful and exemplary demonstration
of your commitment to the college and our students.

STACEY SCHEWAGA,
LEADERSHIP GIVING AND
DONOR RELATIONS OFFICER,
COLLEGE OF DENTISTRY
Your generosity not only touches our
students’ lives every day, it also inspires
them to make a difference in the world.
We are truly grateful for your commitment
to the College of Dentistry, and for the key
role you play in our students’ success.

BROCK WILDE, CLASS OF 2017, PAST
RECIPIENT OF WESTERN CANADA DENTAL
BURSARY, LORNE AND MABEL CONNELL
AWARD, AND COLGATE-PALMOLIVE
CANADA INC. DR. GORDON NIKIFORUK
SCHOLARSHIP
“Upon graduation I will be moving to rural
Alberta where I plan to establish my career
while giving back and contributing to my
community. I look forward to spending more
time with my family and pursuing my goals.”

56%
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PROJECTS

STUDENTS WORKING ON
THE CLINIC FLOOR
Class giving creates inspiration. The Class
of 1990 focused their donation on upgrades
and renovations to the student lab on
the clinic floor. New equipment has been
acquired and in May 2017, renovations
will take place. “The new vacumix is
incredible,” said Daniel Salloum, class of
2017. “We spend a lot time in the lab so
having working equipment saves enormous
amounts of time, and the upcoming
upgrades will be significant to everyone.”

The state of giving at the College of Dentistry is growing. You, ou

Alumni and friends, you continue to share your financial gifts to support
the people and programs you are passionate about in the College of
Dentistry. And 2016 was record breaking.

$267,293
donated in 2016

Third highest amount
raised in a year

160

donors in 2016
most donors EVER

$2,056

was raised on One Day
for Students in March

DID YOU KNOW?
… the College of Dental Surgeons of
Saskatchewan and the International College
of Dentists have donated to our college
every year for more than 30 years.
… we have one family that has been
giving to our college for more than
21 consecutive years. They are not
dentistry alumni but people with a strong
commitment to dental education.

our first giving day

THE LATE DR. GEORGE CONNELL
The Lorne and Mabel Connell memorial
award was established in 1969 by their
children George and Mary Louise. In
2016, the original endowment was
increased thanks to a gift from the
estate of the late Dr. George Connell.
People who include the College of
Dentistry in their wills create a legacy
of opportunity for students now and
into the future.

MARINA JONES, CLASS OF 2017,
RECIPIENT OF THE SYDNEY GELMON AND
DR. W. A. COTTER MEMORIAL AWARDS
“Dentistry has given me a purpose in life that
challenges me to be at my best and I have
to focus on taking care of my own health if I
am going to help others. My journey through
dental school has been challenging and,
with that challenge, I have seen positive
change with regards to how I handle stressful
situations and how I fuel my body to allow me
to carry out tasks, both mental and physical,
that I need to be a dentist.”

ur donors, realize that to accomplish more we need to work together.

CLINIC 120 WAS MADE POSSIBLE
THROUGH DONOR SUPPORT
Clinic 120 Health Sciences Dental Centre, funded
through donor support, is much more than a new
General Practice Residency (GPR) clinic. It is a space
that brings oral health education to the forefront.
With three operatories and state-of-the-art equipment, students and residents will use Clinic 120 to
treat patients who are often at their most vulnerable.

“It’s exciting for the university community
to have a dental clinic grounded right
within Health Sciences. It’s great exposure
for dentistry and reinforces that dentistry
is part of health care.”
Dr. Mohan Teekasingh, GPR Program Director

Your generosity honours the legacy of support
shown by generations of alumni, parents and friends
of the college of dentistry. Thank you for investing in
our students, strengthening the college and
furthering our academic mission in this critical way.

Looking ahead to 2017 and beyond
You brought so much joy in 2016 through
your support for everything from building
a new clinic to assisting dental students
financially. You have built dreams, created
hope and inspired the next generation of
oral health professionals.
Looking to the future, there is much
excitement about new opportunities for
growth and celebration. In 2017, the College
of Dentistry will welcome a new dean and
we will celebrate the official opening of
Clinic 120 Health Sciences Dental Centre.

Also in 2017, our focus will turn to a new
vision for the student clinic and creating
a space where we can continue to be a
leader in dental education.
In 2018, the College of Dentistry will mark a
golden jubilee, 50 years of providing dental
education in the province of Saskatchewan.
Now that’s a milestone worth celebrating.
The momentum is building and relationships are growing; we hope you will
continue to be part of it all.

Stacey Schewaga, Leadership Giving and Donor Relations Officer,
306-966-4001, stacey.schewaga@usask.ca

W

elcome! We have created Bridges
exclusively for YOU, the donors of
the College of Dentistry, to keep you
informed, share stories from the students you help
and to celebrate all the extraordinary things you
make possible.

You can expect to receive this twice a year—June
and November. I encourage and welcome your
thoughts— what you like, want more of, or what
you don't want. Share your feedback with me at:
stacey.schewaga@usask.ca.

Jessie in GPR clinic

Jessie’s
Educational
Journey

You had a major part in the success of
Jessie's educational journey. Without
you she wouldn't have learned how to
become a dentist. She would have far
more debt. She would have practiced
her craft on an old dental chair that
would've posed issues with her patient
treatments and care.
In her exact words—you made her time
at the College of Dentistry special. Jessie

I hope I have bridged the
gap on your interests and
passions and have shown
you how your generosity
has benefited those in
need at the college.
Together, we can continue
to make the college a
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is thankful to all the people who have
contributed towards her education and
allowed her to be part of the dental
profession. She is very excited to take the
next step, learning and practicing in the
new Clinic 120 (GPR Clinic).
In the November 2017 issue of Bridges,
her story will continue. Stay tuned to
find out how you have provided more
opportunities for her and her future.

leader in dental education.
Thank you for enhancing
the student experience and
making a difference. Feel
free to contact me anytime
at 306-966-4001 or stacey.
schewaga@usask.ca.
Your feedback is welcome

and I look forward to
sharing more stories
about you, the donor,
and the amazing things
YOU make possible.
Much appreciation,

Desiree’s Story
It’s about 5 pm and Desiree, a thirdyear dental student, just arrived
home from a busy day of school. She
is stressed and exhausted from the
day. Desiree is greeted by her spouse
Michael and their 18-month-old son
Lenzen. It’s almost supper time when
she gets home and she barely has her
coat off or her books out of her hands
before Lenzen is clinging to her legs
wanting to be picked up and held.
Being a mom, a wife and a student is
stressful and can take a toll. But on
this particular day her phone rings;
it is a call that will change her life.
Desiree learns she is the recipient of
the Dr. Kirk Johnston Spirit Memorial
Award. In her words, Desiree
describes that moment.
"I was speechless for the first few
minutes, followed by becoming
completely overcome with emotion. I
burst into tears of joy and could not stop

saying, 'thank you so much.' I wish that
the phone call with Gaylene Johnston
could have been recorded and sent to all
of the donors of the award, along with
the selection committee. While I can
say 'thank you' a billion times, I feel like
it will never do justice to the gratitude
that I feel towards those who gave their
hard-earned money to help someone
like me. When I was told about the
award, it was like a weight was lifted off
of my shoulders, and I was able to take
my first deep breath in a long time. I will
never, ever forget the generosity and
will be eternally grateful."
Without the generosity of family,
friends, and past recipients of the
award, Desiree would have continued
to struggle to get by. Thank you to
all our donors who, through student
awards, give students like Desiree
a sense of relief and motivation to
finish strong.
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One Day for Students

New Dean

Thursday, March 9, 2017, was the
university's day of giving. The
university community, alumni, faculty
and staff made this day amazing with
their support to dental students.
Over $3,990 was raised for dentistry,
and a surprise match from Dr. Kay
Nasser and his family doubled that!

On September 1, 2017
the College of Dentistry
will welcome one of their
own, Dr. Doug Brothwell,
as new dean.

You can read more at
give.usask.ca/oneday

A class above the rest
Students spend a lot of time
in the lab. Having new, reliable
equipment saves enormous amounts
of time–the new upgrades will make
a huge difference in how we work.
Daniel, Class of 2017

The renovations to the student lab are almost
complete. Thanks to the Class of 1990, students will
get the privilege to work in an updated lab this fall.
The Class of 1990 committed, in honour of their 25th
reunion, to revitalize the lab off the main student
clinic on the second floor. In 2013, there was a flood
and insurance covered replacing the lower cabinets
but, unfortunately, limited resources left the rest
of the space exactly as it was before. Now, because
of this class, new equipment was purchased and
renovations to the space started in May.

Class of 2003
In 2015 a new oral surgery chair was purchased
thanks to the 2003 (fifth year) class’ generosity.
This past December they made a difference again,
with four new amalgamators for the student clinic.

WHAT WILL THEIR GENEROSITY
DO THIS YEAR?
You will have to wait and find out because this class
has reoccurring annual donations that supports more
improvements every year! Thank you Class of 2003 for
making a difference for dental students–now and for
years to come.

Together with the outstanding support of the College of Dental
Surgeons, Faculty Practice in the College of Dentistry and Dr. Frank
Hohn, the radiology department now has a new CBCT scanner. In 2012,
a used CBCT scanner was donated by an alumnus. Unfortunately in
2016, it took its last image.
Thank you to the College of Dental Surgeons of Saskatchewan,
Dr. Frank Hohn and the Faculty Practice for enabling students to
learn and practice their craft.

You can make a difference
to a student's practical learning by supporting new
equipment on the clinic floor. Thirty-eight ADEC carts
need to be replaced due to age and frequent repairs.
Thank you to the Class of 1972 who have agreed to
support this initiative from their class fund. Because of
them, 16 new carts are coming this summer. You can
support the remaining 22 students who need a new
cart through the College of Dentistry Infrastructure
Revitalization Fund. Every student deserves to learn on
the best equipment.
Together, we can make this possible.
To donate, visit donate.usask.ca/online/dentistry.php
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College of Dental Surgeons of
Saskatchewan, Faculty Practice
and Dr. Frank Hohn

Dental Day YXE
On April 8, 2017, the College of
Dentistry hosted the first Dental Day
that offered free dental services to
individuals and families unable to
access care due to financial constraints.
You can read more at words.usask.ca/
donornews/2017/04/21/smile-yxe/
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February 14, 2017

Dear «TITLE» «FIRST_NAME» «SURNAME»,

It’s Valentine’s Day and it only seems fitting that I get to express love and gratitude to you, the
amazing donors of the College of Dentistry. You bring hope, inspiration and motivation to the
next generation of dentists studying at the University of Saskatchewan. Without your
generosity, their journey here won’t be as bright.

Take pride in all that you have created and in the people you have helped in 2016. Enclosed is a
look at how you assisted students in need, enhanced their learning environment, and
supported new Canadians in receiving oral health care. Thank you for your continued support
and making this possible.

One more thing, can I ask you a favour? Will you take a few moments to write a note of
encouragement on the enclosed note card and return it back to me? Your kind words will be
given to a dental student before they write exams. Everyone knows how stressful exams of any
kind are and how good it feels to hear, read, and see motivation and encouragement from
those who care about us. Your note will be given to fourth year dentistry students before they
write their board exams on March 4th & 5th and to the rest of the dental students before exam
time in April.

It is my honour and privilege to help you make a difference in this world. Thank you again for
your continued support. I welcome you to reach out and connect with me anytime; I’d be
happy to hear from you.

Much Appreciation,

Stacey Schewaga
Donor Relations Officer, College of Dentistry

Thank you

2015-2016 OPPORTUNITY AWARD RECIPIENTS

FOR SUPPORTING THE 2015/2016

OPPORTUNITY
AWARDS
Your generosity through the Annual Campaign for Students provided
twelve awards to first and second year dental students. Through awards
like these, you are directly helping students by relieving financial
pressures and encouraging excellence in learning. Your kindness
does not go unnoticed and is appreciated more than you know.

As you know, post-secondary education is costly and
dentistry is not cheap, so every contribution helps. I come from a
family of five and am funding my own education. Receiving this
award will allow me to continue my dream and passion to
ultimately become a dentist. Thank you for believing in me.
Brendon, Class of 2018

The fact that total strangers are willing to help out others
who need support is very encouraging to me. I'm married and
have two small children so being able to focus on school with less
worries about me and my family's financial security is fantastic.
Thank you for your generosity.
Dale, Class of 2019

This scholarship is very important to me as I have not been
able to maintain the part time job that I have kept throughout
university during my studies in dentistry. This award will help
relieve some of the financial burden and allow me to focus on my
education. My sincere thanks and appreciation to you.
Amanda, Class of 2019

XXXXXX, you're making a big
difference in the lives of students
such as Steven Arcand.
My name is Steven Arcand and I'm in my fourth
year at the College of Dentistry.
Thanks to your support of the Annual Campaign
for Students, I was rewarded for my hard work
with a $1000 scholarship in my third year. With
high tuition cost yearly, every cent counts.
I’m paying my own way through university, so the
support I’ve received from you the donors, is very
much appreciated. Any money that I don’t have
to repay makes a huge difference to me. The
added benefit is knowing that graduates from the
College of Dentistry care about students today.
You’ve been where I am and you know what I’m
experiencing.

Photo Credit:
Ian Chang

Thank you for supporting
the College of Dentistry
Opportunity Award
through the Annual
Campaign for Students.

Over the summer, I returned to my hometown of
Prince Albert, SK to practice with a local dentist
and continue to build my skills. I can't believe
this is my final year of studies and I'm excited for
the future.
The awards from the Campaign for Students
make alumni a part of our team, too, and I’m
very thankful for your support.
Thank you again.
Steven Arcand,
Class of 2017, College of Dentistry

Please contact Donor Relations Officer, Stacey Schewaga at 306.966.4001 or at
stacey.schewaga@usask.ca, with any questions or comments. We would love to hear from
you.

You are making a big difference in the lives
of students such as Mary Tait.
Thank you for supporting
the College of Dentistry
Opportunity Awards
through the
Campaign for Students.

My name is Mary.
I’m from a small town called Nokomis, Saskatchewan, and I
have known from an early age that I want to be a dentist. Now
that I am pursing my dream I have found the College of
Dentistry to be reminiscent of where I grew up—we are like a
big family and everyone looks out for one another.
When I graduate, I’d like to return to a rural setting in
Saskatchewan where I can make a difference. I aspire to own
and operate a mobile tiny-home dental clinic that travels
between communities in Northern Saskatchewan and makes
dental care accessible to everyone.
Giving back will be important to me as I grow in my career,
because I wouldn’t be where I am today, without the support
of donors like you. Thanks to your donation to the Campaign
for Students, I have been rewarded for my dedication and
diligence in my schooling with two scholarships. This has truly
made a difference in my life.
Receiving these funds has not only helped me financially, but
emotionally. I can focus on my studies, without losing sight of
other important pieces of my life that make me who I am.
Travelling home to see my niece and nephew a few times a
month, or stepping outside of the college to focus on my
hobbies, really helps combat home sickness and stress.
I thank you for again for your encouragement and generosity.
The awards from the Campaign for Students make donors like
you a part of our team —and I thank you for helping me and
many other students succeed.

Mary Tait
Second year student, College of Dentistry
Please contact Donor Relations Officer, Stacey Schewaga at 306.966.4001 or at
stacey.schewaga@usask.ca, with any questions or comments. We would love to hear from you.

Thank you
FOR SUPPORTING THE 2016

KENT MCLEOD MEMORIAL
GOLF CLASSIC

2016 RECIPIENTS: (L-R) Patrick Junor (’18), Mary Tait (’19), Khalil Delawarally (’17)
The Saskatchewan Dental Student Society organizes this phenomenal and fun
event every year to honour the late Dr. Kent McLeod. Awards are given out from
the proceeds of the tournament to recognize scholarship, leadership, spirit and
participation in extracurricular activities. Forty-one awards have been given out to
U of S dental students since 2003 totaling $50,000. Thank you to all our sponsors and
golfers for your participation. This event would not be possible without you!

We learn very early in 1st year the kind of impact Dr.
McLeod had on the people around him, and to be chosen as a
recipient of an award that recognizes qualities that he had is truly
an honour. My sincerest thanks to the McLeod family and everyone
who organizes, sponsors, and participates in the golf tournament.

Patrick Junor

This award provides not only financial assistance to the
students but also encourages us to show more leadership qualities
and participate in more extra-curricular activities.

Khalil Delawarally

Thank you for your generosity to the Dr. Kent McLeod
Memorial Scholarship. This scholarship will help ease the financial
burden of dental school while also allowing me to pursue passions
outside of school. I truly appreciate the financial support and am
honoured to have been chosen for such a special scholarship.
Mary Tait

