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Jerry & Tina Grandey University Chair in Nuclear Science & Engineering

Thanks to your generosity, the Nuclear Science and Engineering Program at Mines is gaining a national 
reputation for cutting-edge comprehensive research and programming. Dr. Mark Jensen is working closely 
with graduate student Jarrod Gogolski on separating plutonium from radioactive material, a project that Dr. 
Jensen brought with him as the Grandey Chair. 

“My research focuses on using a protein complex to separate plutonium from nuclear waste so it can be 
packaged for long-term disposal or recycled in a nuclear reactor to create more electricity. The benefit of 
using proteins instead of focusing on strictly chemical processes is that the proteins allow us to put 
together a series of naturally occurring reactions to isolate the plutonium. Using natural processes is 
different and potentially more efficient compared to the way chemists and engineers have been separating 
plutonium. After understanding how the proteins bind to plutonium I hope to expand the work to make 
biologically-based extractions for other radioactive elements.” - Jarrod Gogolski, Graduate Student 

Dr. Mark Jensen, Professor and Grandey Chair & Jarrod Gogolski, Graduate Student

“The Grandeys’ endowments to Nuclear Science and Engineering at 
Mines have been invaluable. The stature of the Grandey Chair and 
the high profile lecturers that the Nuclear Program has been able to 
bring to campus through the Grandey Lectureships are creating 
opportunities for the program that would not otherwise exist. This 
year the Nuclear Engineering Program achieved a national ranking 
for the first time. The endowments have been a big part of getting 
the program’s story out on the national scene, and I know that this 
recognition of Mines’ program would have taken many more years 
without Jerry and Tina’s generosity.” 

 - Dr. Mark Jensen, Professor & Grandey Chair

Held twice a year, the Grandey lecture series draws world renowned speakers from across the globe to 
Golden, CO. Lectures host 50-100 participants ranging from freshman introductory students to postdoctoral 
research graduates, faculty and staff.  So far, lectures have fostered partnerships between Mines and the 
University of Denver and collaboration on a scientific proposal with Dr. Rod Ewing. 

Past Speakers: 
Fall 2015 (Inaugural): Dr. Finis Southworth, Chief Technical Officer, AREVA Inc.  
Spring 2016: Dr. Peter Lyons, Former Undersecretary for Nuclear Energy, U.S. Department of Energy 
Spring 2017: Dr. Rodney Ewing, Frank Stanton Professor in Nuclear Security, Stanford University 
Spring 2017: Ambassador Christopher Hill, Dean of the Josef Korbel School of International Studies, 
University of Denver 

The NSE Department looks forward to the next Grandey Lecture hosting a local Denverite who specializes in 
uranium conversion.  

Grandey Endowment for Nuclear Science & Engineering
Dr. Mark Jensen, Professor and Grandey Chair 



YOUR GIFTS
IN ACTION
Gerald W. Grandey Endowment for the McBride Honors Program

Your gift has fueled growth for the McBride Honors Program, a student experience unique to Colorado 
School of Mines. The McBride Program bridges the gap between STEM education and the global world we 
live in, allowing students to take the skills they learn in the classroom and apply them in real world 
communities. Signature student experiences like this help attract students and prepare them to be active 
leaders in society post-graduation. In the last two to three years, the program has doubled. There are 150 
students actively enrolled in the program and 100 freshman students participating in the newly established 
First Year Honors Program. 

McBride's expansion includes a partnership with Hike for Help, a non-profit organization that focuses on 
economic growth projects in the Mt. Everest Region of Nepal. McBride program students partnered with 
Hike for Help to rebuild schools, medical offices and installed the first public restroom in that region. This 
May, students will be working on building beehives for the communities of Nepal to harvest honey and 
facilitate the growth of their crops. Students are learning leadership and language skills in addition to 
forming a long-standing partnership with this organization. 

Private support through the Grandey McBride Endowment helps offset the costs of international 
experiences, study abroad opportunities and internships. Twenty students recently received Honors 
Enrichment Scholarships, funded largely by private support, that will allow them to broaden their Mines 
experience while having a global impact on emerging world challenges. Half of the students that received 
an honors award will be going to Nepal over the course of the next year. Five students have partnered with 
HAN University of Applied Sciences in the Netherlands and will be exchange students in a Dutch honors 
program. Other students are traveling to study STEM in New Zealand, Austria, Iceland, Spain and 
Hungary.   

The McBride Honors Program has gained significant momentum and is more successful than ever thanks 
to the generosity of you and other donors. 

Dr. Kenneth Osgood, Professor & McBride Program Director
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Gerald and Tina Grandey Curriculum Mini Grant Fund

The Division of Economics and Business will resume spending the Grandey Curriculum Mini Grant funding 
once the new Payne Institute Director is hired and they are staffed. 

Jared Carbone, Associate Professor in the Division of Economics, received funding from the Grandey 
Curriculum Mini Grant in 2015. That initial investment in his research allowed Jared to partner with the 
National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) on a proposal that resulted in a $300,000 grant with 
the Department of Energy (DOE), to be distributed from 2016-2019. Jared’s research models household 
and demographic population patterns and how different groups are exposed to climate change. Through 
the grant with the DOE, Jared was also able to partner with the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory and 
the National Renewable Energy Laboratory working on population projections that will feed into other 
electricity and regional impact models. 

The Grandey Curriculum Mini Grant was the seed that sprouted further opportunity for Jared and PhD 
student, Sul-ki Lee whose research builds off of the DOE proposal to research low income demographic 
groups and their ability to move away from environmental hazards. 

The Division of Economics and Business is hopeful for many more success stories like Jared’s as they 
look forward to funding innovative ideas that will affect change globally through the Grandey Curriculum 
Mini Grants.  

                                          Enclosure: Proposal "Population Dynamics Thrust of the Integrated Multi- 
Sector,                                           Multi-Scale Modeling Scientific Focus Area"  

Dr. Roderick Eggert, Interim Division Director, Economics & Business and Jared Carbone, Associate Professor 

Like the McBride Honors Program, the Public Affairs Leadership Endowment supports students who are
bridging the gap between technical STEM fields and public policy. Five students have completed internships 
with government officials in Denver, with another student working to secure an internship in our nation's 
capital. Your gift makes it possible for students to bring their unique perspective to public policy. 

Public Affairs Leadership Endowment
Dr. Kenneth Osgood, Professor & McBride Program Director
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Robert J. Weimer Distinguished Endowed Chair 
Dr. Lesli Wood, Professor & Weimer Chair

Contributions, such as yours, made in honor of President Emeritus Bill Scoggins to the Scoggins Board of 
Trustees Honors Scholarship Fund more than doubled the annual scholarship payout for the 2016-2017 
academic year. Distributions from the fund combined with the 1:1 match from the school have supported four 
different students over the course of their Mines careers since 2013. In upcoming academic years we are 
hopeful that the fund will be able to support additional students along with current students who are renewing 
funding.  

Scoggins Board of Trustees Honors Scholarship Fund
Financial Aid, Board of Trustees

"Thank you very much for supporting my 
education for the past four years. Your support
has made it possible for me to attend Mines and 
for that I am extremely grateful." 
                  -Anna Deleray (pictured), Class of 2017

Your support has contributed to Dr. Wood's success supervising 14 graduate students in research projects 
that span from Borneo to the San Juan Basin of New Mexico. She graduated her first student at Mines, 
Stephen Schwarz (MS), who completed a study on the seismic geomorphology of rift basins in the northwest 
shelf of Australia, and looks forward to graduating five more MS students in December 2017. 

Dr. Wood serves as the Chair of the new Admissions and Support Team that is designing a new criteria- 
based admissions process that tracks the quality of our students coming in and going out so the university 
and the departments can measure their own performance. 

In addition to her work in Golden, Lesli led the CSM AAPG 
Student Chapter Trip last May to the island of Trinidad to 
show students the amazing geology of this huge hydrocarbon 
province (pictured). 

Next year, Dr. Wood is providing a proposal to work the Torak & 
Nanushuck units that outcrop along the haul road on the North 
Slope of Alaska and will travel to Australia to continue her work 
with Woodside at the seismic geomorphology of the Dampier  
Sub-basin, as well as work on the nature of really unique mass failure “reservoirs” in discoveries of offshore 
Myanmar. Lesli plans to seek Tenure in the fall of 2017.
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Clear Creek Athletics Complex Update 
Athletics Department

The Clear Creek Athletics Complex has continued to be a 
world-class home to Mines' student athletes since the 
grand opening in September of 2015. More than 20,000 
fans walked through the gates of Marv Kay Stadium 
during the 2016 football season. Over 500 student 
athletes utilize the facilities including the training room, 
weight room and conference rooms. Fourteen coaches 
are also housed at the complex. This facility, with the help 
of generous contributors like you, has changed the way 
athletics at Mines is viewed and enhances the overall 
student experience. 
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