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When a representative of the Irvin D. Reid Honors
College told Xhilda Xhemali ’15 B.S. she got the
scholarship, Xhemali was in a happy state of shock:
“I just kept telling her thank you!”
Xhemali received the Roberts Family Annual
Scholarship, which combined with her other
scholarship, covered all of her college costs. Xhemali
was prepared to work while attending school, but it
was a relief that she didn’t have to.
As a student in the Honors College HealthPro Start
program, Xhemali needed to complete her
undergraduate prerequisites in three years to claim
her spot in Wayne State’s PharmD program.
Receiving the Roberts Scholarship meant that
Xhemali could pursue her dream of becoming a
pharmacist and participate in extracurricular activities,
like the Albanian American Student Organization. The
jobs she did work were in preparation for her future
career. “I worked for experience,” Xhemali said. “I
didn’t work to pay tuition.”

Other Roberts Scholars found their education
similarly transformed. Second Lieutenant Douglas
Mack ’14 B.S. struggled to get into a college honors
program because of his mediocre ACT score. But
Wayne State gave him a chance—and a full-ride
scholarship.

Because of that scholarship, I was
able to do things I never thought
I would get to do,” said Mack.
Relieved of the pressure to work full time, Mack
joined Wayne State’s cross country team and
conducted research in a chemistry lab. These
experiences led him to his career in the military and
medicine. “I have a debt I can only pay back with my
gratitude,” said Mack.
John and Anne Roberts, the scholarship’s founders
and lifelong Detroiters, are always impressed by
the Roberts Scholars’ talent and enthusiasm. “The
students are inspiring,” said Anne. “I’m a big Wayne
State supporter.”
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Commitment beyond the classroom

Xhilda Xhemali ’15 B.S.

Second Lieutenant
Douglas Mack ’14 B.S.

As a historic city for theatre, Moscow holds a special status for aspiring
actors. Wayne State theatre students are able to experience the city
through the unique Month in Moscow program at the internationally
renowned Moscow Art Theatre.
“There was one moment when I was walking to the school, and I
looked around and took everything in,” said Shane Nelson ’16 B.F.A.,
a recent Month in Moscow participant. “I just started crying a little
bit. It was overwhelming to realize I had made it to that point.”
Students spend their days alongside the Moscow Art Theatre’s
esteemed faculty and performers. Tayler Jones ’16 B.F.A., who
also attended the program, said the experience was
inspirational. “Acting in general is a gift,” said Jones. “It’s
a gift to study it and a gift to give it away.”
Gifts from donors to cover travel costs allowed
both Jones and Nelson to take part in this
life-changing experience.
Tayler Jones ’16 B.F.A.

“I wouldn’t have been able to go without the
support of Wayne State and donors,” said
Nelson. “I’m very grateful for that. This
trip to Moscow was one of the most
magical experiences I’ve ever had.”
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Transformative theatre
in Moscow

Te’Asia Smith ’15 B.A. was the
first in her family to graduate
from college, thanks in part to
annual scholarship support. She
shares her gratitude for donors below.

Te’Asia Smith ’15 B.A.

“Thanks to donors like you, I graduated with a degree in
sociology and will be applying to a physician’s assistant program.
I knew I wanted to go into medicine from a young age. My
grandma raised me until high school when she became ill. I was
fascinated by the visiting nurse’s work and inspired by her patience
and empathy toward my grandma. This grew my passion for medicine
and my desire to earn a degree.
But pursing my degree was often challenging. I’m the first in my family
to go to college, and I had to figure out how to fund my education and
live on my own at age 17.
Wayne State’s advisors helped me carefully plan my classes and provided
information on scholarships. I applied for and received the Dennis W. Archer
Foundation Annual Scholarship and the Howard Finley Annual Scholarship,
which was such a blessing.
These scholarships covered my tuition every semester and allowed me to work part
time instead of full time. I was able to focus on my classes and even take a certification
program in phlebotomy, which helped me get a part-time job in the medical field.
Thank you for helping students like me achieve our dreams and pursue all of the benefits
Wayne State has to offer. I am determined to use my knowledge and skills to pay your generosity
forward with every patient that I treat.”
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