
SKIN PARASITES
A parasite is an organism that grows, feeds, and is sheltered on or in another type of organism while contributing nothing to 
the survival of its host. It is fairly common for our pets to become the unknowing hosts to a number of parasites. Examples 
of the most common external skin parasites are Mites, Fleas, and Ticks.

Fleas are parasitic arthropods of the class 
Insecta that feed upon the blood of their hosts. 
They can transmit tapeworms and roundworms 
and have been known to carry diseases such 
as plague and typhus. Fleas have hard, laterally 
flat bodies, and mouthparts designed for 
piercing and sucking. Their legs are adapted 
for fast movement and jumping, enabling them 
to quickly find new hosts as well as to escape 
attempts of the host to remove them. There are 
several species of fleas that most commonly 
affects dogs, cats, and other house pets. 

FLEA

Ticks are parasitic arthropods of the class 
Arachnida that feed on dogs, cats, and other 
mammals, including humans. A barbed structure 
called a hypostome anchors a tick to the host, 
allowing it to embed its entire head under the 
skin for the purpose of sucking a host’s blood. 
Once locked in place, it may feed for several 
hours to several days relative to the tick’s 
gender and species. These parasites create 
many potential problems for their donors 
such as skin infections, allergies, anemia, and 
dermatitis, and the transmission of serious 
conditions such as Rocky Mountain spotted 
fever and Lyme disease.

TICKMITE

Mites are parasitic arthropods of the class 
Arachnida that feed upon minute organic 
material of their hosts, such as flakes of skin.  
They have saclike bodies, with no separation of 
head, thorax, and abdomen. Mites tunnel into 
the skin via the hair follicles and oil glands of the 
epidermal layer. They can cause severe irritation 
with symptoms of inflammation, itching, and 
hair loss. Mites normally live freely in dogs and 
cats, and even humans without ever bothering 
their hosts, but any mite in sufficient quantity 
can cause serious skin problems such as Mange. 
When the immune system of the host suffers, 
the mites begin their process of infestation – 
sometimes causing life-threatening conditions.
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SKIN PARASITES

Actual Size
0.012” (0.3 mm)
Model enlarged 330x

MITE
Actual Size
0.125” (3.2 mm)
Model enlarged 32x

TICK
Actual Size
0.080” (2.0 mm)
Model enlarged 50x
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