
Social media 

Social networking has become an integral part of many lives, and we recognize and respect the value  
of such outlets for receiving and sharing information and developing personal and professional  
connections. Whether to permit a child to access social media is a family decision, but most social  
media sites prohibit those younger than 13 from participating and students may not connect with any  
such sites at school. Should your student engage in social networking outside of school, he or she  
should espouse the same values and behaviors online as offline in the school building: 

● Be a friend, not a bully, and keep things positive
● Be honest
● Accept responsibility for mistakes and try to make them right
● Remember that quality matters and it is difficult if not impossible to erase an online footprint

fully
● Think about the consequences of your actions, including your posts
● All members of the Ascend community are asked to abide by the following guidelines in the

use of social media:
○ Be clear that you are speaking for yourself, and not on behalf of Ascend or the school
○ Respect copyright, fair use, and other disclosure laws
○ Use respectful language, and be careful to avoid language that could be viewed as

insulting by readers
○ Do not share confidential or proprietary information of Ascend or the school
○ Do not share any information about students, including photographs, contact

information, names of family members, or anything else specific to any student
enrolled in the network

○ Do not disparage Ascend or the school community

General protections 

Staff members are not permitted to “friend” or “follow” students via social media. 

Students should bear in mind the risks of the online realm, never share secrets online, and keep 
passwords and all personal information private. 

There are two important federal laws designed to protect children online. The Children’s Online 
Privacy Protection Act (COPPA) was enacted in 1998 to protect students under 13 from having their 
personal information collected without the consent of a parent or guardian. COPPA is the reason 
many social networking sites require participants to be 13 or older. The Children's Internet Protection 
Act (CIPA) was enacted in 2000, and it requires that schools provide Internet filtering to prevent 
student access to offensive content. Ascend Public Charter Schools has installed such a filter and has 
adopted a CIPA-compliant Internet safety policy. For a copy of the policy, please contact the school 
office. 
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