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Financial planning is a process that establishes your short, medium 
and long term financial goals with guidance on how you will 
attain them. As professional financial advisers, Visionary Business 
Consultants can help you make informed decisions about your 
financial future.

It is no doubt that you will have plans of one or the other, such as, 
getting married, purchasing a home, starting a family, living in 
another country, retirement and so on.  Consequently, all of these 
plans come with financial implications and you can’t leave it all 
to chance. Guided planning will assist in your realizing financial 
goals, therefore the sooner you begin, the greater chance you 
have of succeeding.  There are things to consider when planning 
your financial future; milestones are a great time to measure your 
successes or failures.

Life comes with happiness and sadness and milestones come 
in different forms; birth, start school, university or college, start 
work, change of job, first home, getting married, starting a family, 
relocation, redundancy, starting your own business, unexpected 
windfall, divorce, illness, retirement, or death. It is easy to take all 
this for granted, but it’s a lot to think about when making plans for 
the future.

Achieving a balance between planning for the future and ensuring 
your day to day finances are covered can be a challenge. Financial 
planning is probably more important today than it’s ever been.  In 

a market where there are low interest rates on deposit and savings 
accounts, the big question is which investment is best when 
considering how much return you will receive for your future use 
or retirement.

Money managing does not come naturally or easily to everyone. 
Whether you have little experience with money management or 
you are unsure about how to handle certain costs or expenses, 
a financial planner may be useful. The advantages of financial 
planning cover many aspects of a person’s life from budgeting 
and planning large purchases, to planning for the unexpected and 
leaving behind an inheritance.

Consider whether you need help to analyze your current 
finances to identify your strengths and weaknesses. If you are not 
particularly savvy with managing your own money, you may 
not realize that some of your spending or financial decisions are 
causing you to lose money. Additionally, if you receive a large sum 
of money such as from an inheritance, a financial planner can help 
you manage the money responsibly, in a way that can help extend 
its value or increase it through smart investments.

The future is uncertain and it is difficult to imagine how you or 
your family could handle unexpected events, such as a death or an 
illness. A good recommendation is to create a power of attorney that 
springs into effect if you become disabled. This enables someone to 
make decisions on your behalf when you cannot physically do so.

College tuition, a new car or a new house are common expenses 
that require large sums of money. You may not have the money 
on hand to cover the entire expense. Financial planning can help 
you determine whether you need short-term financing options 
such as loans or if you should set money aside over time and have 
enough money to cover the cost when the time comes to make 
the purchase.

Estate planning involves financial planning. The complexities 
depend on individual circumstances. For example, financial 
planning can help you decide how to handle leaving behind an 
inheritance to minors or structuring your estate plan to protect a 
beneficiary’s inheritance from creditors.

Financial planning is a dynamic on-going process that requires 
continuous monitoring. Review of the actions recommended 
in the plan should take place regularly, and the goals should be 
reviewed annually to take account of a change in income, asset 
values, business or family circumstances. Financial Planning that 
follows a properly defined and documented process will give the 
greatest chance of a successful outcome.  It will not guarantee 
financial security or wealth but will provide an opportunity to 
pursue both and requires proper analysis, discipline and expertise. 

For consultation regarding your financial future give Visionary 
Business  Consultants  a call at  602-5602 or 351-9157.  We are  located 
at #3 Marlborough  Building, Downtown Freeport, Bahamas.

Q: What creature is smarter than a talking 
parrot?
A: A spelling bee.
*
Q: Where do cows go for entertainment?
A: The mooooo-vies!

*
Q: What kind of dinosaur loves to sleep?
A: A stega-snore-us.
*
Q: Why couldn’t the pony sing?
A: Because she was a little hoarse.
*

Q: Where do sheep go to get their hair cut?
A: The baa-baa shop.
*
Q: What do you get when you cross a snake with a 
pie?
A: A pie-thon!
*
Q: What’s the most musical part of the chicken?
A: The drumstick.
*
Q: What do you call a group of disorganized cats?
A: A cat-tastrophe.
*

Q: How many tickles does it take to get an octopus to 
laugh?
A: Ten-tickles.
*
Q: Why did the chicken get a penalty?
A: For fowl play.
*
Q: Where do you learn to make banana splits?
A: At sundae school.
*
Q: Why did the melon jump into the lake?
A: It wanted to be a water-melon.
*
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The most important thing at the beginning 
is to make saving fun. Plus, the earlier you 
start teaching your children to save money, 
the better off they’ll be. Even toddlers can 
do it, but you have to teach this concept in 
a way they’ll understand. Then, as your 
children grow, you can introduce more 
sophisticated saving strategies. Here are 
a few ideas to teach your children to save 
money at any age.

Use Different Envelopes/Jars
You may be familiar with the envelope budgeting system for 
your own money, but this can also work for children. On either 
envelopes or jars, have your child draw pictures of what he or 
she wants. You may also want to help your child understand 
that some items will take longer than others to save for.

For example, the short-term savings container might have a 
picture of a specific toy, while the long-term container might 
have a picture of a trip to Disneyland. Teach your child to set 
aside money for short-term and long-term goals, and have 
another container or envelope for spending on everyday items.

Make a Savings Goal Chart
Once you know what your child wants to save for, figure out 
how many weeks it will take and make a chart. You can represent 
each week with a box and your child can put a sticker in that 
box once the money from that week’s allowance is set aside.We 
did this with my son, and he put a picture of the Transformer 
toy he wanted on the chart. 

We figured out how many weeks of allowance it would take to 
save up (after his long-term savings and church donations were 

taken out). Every time he received 
his allowance, he would divvy 
up his money and put a sticker 
in a square (he loved stickers at 
the time). This way, he could see 
himself getting closer and closer to 
his goal.

Offer Rewards for
 Saving Money

Consider rewarding your child for 
saving his or her money. Much like my credit union, which 
offers t-shirts and other prizes, you can offer prizes to your 
children.For example, if your child doesn’t spend any money 
for a certain amount of time, provide a small reward or treat. 
You can also make the prizes better the longer your child saves. 
Try stickers, an extra 1/2 hour of video games, toys, or whatever 
motivates your child.

Set a Good Example
One of the best things you can do is let your child see that you 
save money too. Put money in a jar while your child is watching 
and tell him or her it’s your savings jar. This will show your child 
that saving is “normal.” Plus, since most young children want 
to be like their parents, seeing you do it will provide them with 
money lessons that further inspire them to save.

Match Your Child’s Contributions
A “savings match” can be a great way to encourage your child 
to save extra money and get an early peek at the benefits of a 
company match for a retirement savings program like the 401k. 
While we have a standard amount my son is required to set 
aside from his allowance, if he chooses to save more, we match 
it.

Whats the difference between an 
Irish wedding, and an Irish funeral? 
-- There’s one 

less drunk.
*
I’m interested in full time ministry, and not only 
that... I also play the guitar.
*
What’s the difference between God and Bono? 
God doesn’t wander around Dublin 

thinking he’s Bono.
*
I have familiarized myself with all 5 love 
languages, in fact, I invented 4 of them.
*
The word says ‘Give drink to those who are 
thirsty, and feed the hungry’... how about 

dinner?
*
My spiritual gift is my good looks... it lifts peoples 
spirits.
*
What’s the difference between Ireland and a 
tea bag? -- The tea bag stays in the cup 

longer.
*
I went on a beach mission but all I ended up 
doing was mission you.
*
What do you call an Irish fella trying to break up 
a fight? -- Liam Malone
*
You must be Egyptian because I’m a slave for 
you.
*
Wanna come over to where I have a 
reasonable expectation of privacy?
*
What do you call an Irishman covered in boils? 
-- A leper-chaun.
*
On first dates, I always take girls to get BBQ ribs. 
It feels the most biblical considering 

they came from one.
*
Are you up for some intercourse from which 
spurious issue may arise?
*
Did you hear about the winner of the Irish 
beauty contest? -- Me neither.
*
I know you’ve already said no once, but call me 
Joshua because I’m going to break down your 
walls.
*
Q: Why do you always find things in the last 
place you look? A: Duh!

The Bible clearly teaches the appropriateness, 
even the expectation, of a Christian saving 
and investing money to meet future needs. 
To do this is actually a step of obedience and 
faith in God. To be sure, not every Christian 
has equal ability to do this to the same 
degree. Not every Christian is able to do 
this at all. But, every Christian should know 
what the Bible teaches and, if at all possible, 
take steps of faith today to set aside resources 
for tomorrow.

The Bible warns against hoarding.
Hoarding is accumulating excessive material 
resources without a defined, responsible 
purpose. Jesus condemns the wealthy 
farmer who hoarded resources without 
a defined and appropriate goal in mind. 
The goal of any accumulation plan should 
never be wealth in general, or to become as 
wealthy as possible (Luke 12:16-21).

The Bible encourages saving.
Saving is accumulating appropriate 
material resources for a defined, responsible 
purpose. A wise person does this (Prov. 6:6-
8, 21:20). As you work and God provides 
you with income, He expects you to pay 
your taxes, give to His work and meet your 
present needs. But there is more. He expects 
you to set some of this aside to prepare 
for upcoming needs, when income will 

not be adequate or available. It is biblical 
and wise to set aside resources today for 
things tomorrow, such as: an automobile, a 
university education, the down payment (or 
full payment) on a house and old age (that 
time in life when you cannot work as you do 
now).

The Bible warns against gambling 
or ‘get rich quick’ schemes.

The Bible does not expressly forbid 
gambling, but it provides a clear warning 
against quick income. The responsible 
way to accumulate resources is to set aside 
resources in manageable, steady deposits 
over time (Prov. 13:11).

The Bible recognizes the element 
of risk inherent in responsible 

long-term savings and investment, 
and does not forbid it.

Jesus uses standard financial investments 
as a key illustration of spiritual truth (Luke 
19:11-26). He does this effectively, because 
the example of financial investment is a 
good example. By doing so, He underscores 
the wisdom of putting money to work in the 
economic market. Whether you put your 
money to work in a simple savings account 
or an aggressive stock market portfolio, 
you are putting your money to work. Jesus 
strongly rebukes the person who stores 

financial resources in a no-risk, no-return 
scenario. When you put your money to 
work in the economic market, there is 
wisdom in consulting or partnering with a 
trustworthy, reputable Christian investor, 
licensed and able to provide good advice 
(Prov. 15:22).

The Bible forbids trusting in 
accumulated wealth.

When you follow a principled savings 
and investment strategy, you are doing 
something biblical. However, beware of 
trusting in your accumulation to provide a 
sense of security (Prov. 23:4-5, 1 Tim. 6:17). 
Follow your strategy, but don’t trust in it. 
Trust in God by implementing a strategy, 
and trust in God instead of your strategy. 
This is the biblical balance. No matter how 
much wealth you accumulate or lose, always 
keep a Luke 11:3 attitude: “Give us day by 
day our daily bread.”

The Bible forbids worrying about 
future financial provision.

The Bible instructs Christians not to worry 
about future needs and uncertainties. 
Does this contradict or cancel out biblical 
principles of responsible savings and 
investment? No. It teaches us to save and 
invest in a responsible manner, but to do 
so without obsessing over market trends 

and economic forecasts (Matt. 6:34). The 
economic market is volatile. A good strategy 
accounts for that; but even the best strategy 
is a risk. Great Depressions happen. As God 
provides for you in the present, think ahead 
to the time in your life when you will not be 
able to work as you do now. 

Or think ahead to important upcoming 
goals. What will your financial needs be? 
Be realistic. As a Christian, avoid opulent 
dreams of a lavish retirement. Estimate 
your needs in a reasonable, content manner. 
Then set aside some funds in manageable, 
regular amounts, preparing ahead for that 
time. Do this as a step of faith, and do not 
trust in your savings and investment plan. 
Trust in God as you do it.

Will markets rise and fall? Yes. Will the 
economy collapse? Perhaps. But as a 
Christian, this should not prevent you from 
responsible savings and investment. What is 
the key? Just do it, and do it wisely. 

Don’t worry and obsess about financial 
trends. If you invest and the markets 
collapse, God will continue to meet your 
needs. Just do right. Save for the future in 
a responsible, biblical manner, and let God 
take care of you.

Finance is not merely about making money. It’s about achieving our deep goals and protecting the fruits 
of our labor. It’s about stewardship and, therefore, about achieving the good society.
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Sure, your home computer provides plenty of entertainment 
and gives your kids a chance to play games or interact with 
their friends. But have you considered how useful computers 
are when it comes to teaching kids about finance and how to 
handle their money? 

KidsSave
A virtual bank account is one of the most basic learning 
tools, and KidsSave goes the extra mile in building features 
that make the experience more realistic for your child. In 
fact, you can set up an automatic “deposit” for an allowance, 
and then teach your kid to set savings goals. The KidsSave 
tools show how interest and compound interest works with 
the program’s interest tracker. 

Your kids can even earn rewards, including “matching 
funds,” from a program that you design for when they reach 
their savings goals. Finally, the program includes a “What 
if?” section that allows kids to calculate how much they can 
save by changing the interest rates and savings goals.

The software is distributed by Kidnexions for $19.95, and 
they offer a 35-day trial version, so you have time to set 
things up and then run the software for a month to test it 
out. It works with either Windows XP or higher or Mac OS 

X v. 10.4.11 or later.

MyBudgetPlanner for Kids and Teens
If you have more than one child, MyBudgetPlanner is great 
because you can set up multiple budgets. You have a choice 
between the children’s version for kids ages four through 
eight and the teen version for ages nine through sixteen. 
The software is designed as a total money manager for your 
children. With it, your kids will keep track of every aspect 
of their money and learn how to budget it in the process. 
They will learn the everyday basics of money management, 
like recording banking transactions and creating budget 
categories to live by. The software is built to let your kids 
pay themselves first, and it places an emphasize on giving a 
portion of their income to charity.

Downloading the software costs $15 for the children’s 
version and $19 for the teen version. The full CD versions 
cost $29 (kids) and $24 (teens). It’s compatible with 
Windows versions 95 and up, but the CD is recommended 
for Windows 95, 98, or ME.

Money Smart for Kids
What makes Money Smart for Kids unique is its special 
attention to entrepreneurship. Your kids will learn about 

being in business for themselves: what makes customers 
buy and how to set goals to achieve their business dreams. 
It offers lists of potential virtual businesses that your kids 
can start, and then gives them an outline of how to do it. 
In addition, the software offers basic money management 
tools that teach kids how to save, spend, and plan for long-
term financial goals. It also includes games that are designed 
to increase money smarts.

The software is geared for kids ages six through thirteen, and 
the producers tout that the program is designed to grow with 
your kids as they become more mature “business owners.” 
It’s compatible with either Windows or Mac and costs $9.99.

Financial Peace, Jr.
Dave Ramsey is known for his great advice to adults on 
saving and budgeting, but now he offers software that is 
specifically targeted towards kids as well. 

Financial Peace Jr software will teach your kids all they 
need to know about saving, spending, and budgeting their 
money. It comes with a paper envelope system, an audio CD, 
a kid’s calculator, dry erase boards, and a clip-on coin case. 
Financial Peace Jr is designed for kids ages three through 
twelve and costs $12.

Woman To Woman...
Happy New Year Resolutions!
By: Chrishna Bowe-Certified Wedding Planner
Author - “Woman To Woman...We’ve Been Duped!”

It’s 2018 people and as so many do (I am no different), I 
become a little nostalgic and I reflect on the many aspects 
of my life. I analyze how can I fix the wrong stuff in my life? 
How can I toss away all the garbage that I carried in 2017 or 
how can I just live a better life? 

I think it is actually quite humane to ask one’s self these 
questions and to thirst for a better life. To crave to do better 
and to want to live a life of wonderful, fulfilled days. As we 
get older, we get wiser and we also realize that our expiry 
date draws closer. That each day, we move closer to that date. 
That, there will be a New Year’s Day someday we will not 
see. That date is unknown to us and only Our Creator, The 
Almighty God knows the time or the hour or the minute or 
the second that that will be. So… it is completely normal, I 
think as New Year Days roll in to want to make the best of 
the time that we have left.

Hence the many New Years’ resolutions and I am ok with 
that! Unlike many, I love what a New Year brings because 
the New Year brings with it a renewed hope! It can feel like 

a second chance to many to right some wrongs, do some 
things differently and in some cases improve in certain areas 
of our life. Personally, I think that is great! 

Hope is never a bad thing in whatever way it comes because 
it fuels the human spirit. I know there are some “naysayers” 
as with everything in life, that focus on the failed resolutions 
and the “pie in the sky” dreams that many of us have for the 
New Year but I believe that whatever continues to “float your 
boat” as I love to say you should stick with it. Just because you 
may have failed before it doesn’t mean you will fail again. It 
doesn’t mean that you have to just give up but in most cases 
just try harder. If you try enough, success is inevitable! 

I am one of you; one of those that has made New Year’s 
resolutions and failed miserably. My pet peeve New Year’s 
resolution has been most times for the past 10 years to lose 
weight, and make more money. Not too much to ask, I don’t 
think. So 2018 rolls around and I am the heaviest I have ever 
been, I am still looking for that money and continuing on 
my quest for a peaceful life. 2017 as it did for me and may 

have done for you, brought 
its challenges, failures and 
disappointments but it also 
brought wisdom, clarity, 
recoveries, and victories as 
well. 

As a human being I do not 
ever think that you should 
ever stop trying to improve 
who you are or the life that 
you live. And get it right this 
is not always in a material or 
monetary way. Most times, 
believe or not, the quality of 
your life is not determined 
by the abundance of your 
material wealth. 

Many times we have to 

examine ourselves and determine what it is that brings us 
“true” joy, “true” contentment and “true” peace and then we 
have to pursue it. I stress the word true because many times 
we “think” having joy and peace lies in what we possess or 
how much we make or what our bank account looks like. 
But to our dismay, we normally discover down the road 
that this is not so. Now don’t get me wrong, I am not saying 
money doesn’t make life easier in many ways but just saying 
it is NOT the sum total of your life! 

 As a blessed child of God, I believe it is in our relationship 
with God and putting him first in our lives and no other that 
we attain true peace in this life. If you live long enough, you 
realize that this is true. No human being has the capability 
or wherewithal to make you happy, no car, no house has the 
power to fill your heart with warmth and love and really it’s a 
responsibility that should not be placed on people or things. 
The burden is too great! 

But my Father in Heaven has said in his word that his yoke is 
easy and his burden is light. He is truly the only one that can 
lighten your load. That can make a way out of no way, that 
can make what man says is impossible, possible, that can 
bring peace and joy when there is a storm going on around 
you. He is the one that keeps hope alive when everyone 
else says no. We have confidence in his plans knowing that 
whatever we face, he is in control, loves us unconditionally 
and will work it all out. My people, this is the ultimate life of 
freedom! 

Whatever you do in 2018, as I myself endeavor to do, trust 
God, lean NOT unto your own understanding, acknowledge 
him in all that you do and say and he has promised to direct 
you as you chart this course of life.So as 2017 becomes our 
past and 2018 becomes our present, I encourage you all to 
never stop  making those New Year’s resolutions, never stop 
believing that God is able,never stop looking ahead for good 
things, never stop deciding to be positive about what’s to 
come and never ever give up on a living the best life you can!

You can be soooo blessed my awesome sisters and brothers. 
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REPaiRS TO GB’S COURThOUSE
A timeline has 
been set to have 
the courthouse in 
Freeport, Grand 
Bahama at the Garnet 
Levarity Justice 
Centre repaired: this 
was stated during the 
official opening of 
the 2018 Legal Year in 
Grand Bahama, which 
took place on Friday, January 12.  The event started 
with a solemn march to Christ, the King Anglican 
Church, where a service was held, with Canon Harry 
Bain giving the sermon.

Following the service, Acting Chief Justice, Stephen 
Isaacs, and the legal community along with the 
Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, 
Senator the Hon. Carl Bethel; Minister of State 
for Legal Affairs, the Hon. Elsworth Johnson and 
Minister of State for Grand Bahama, Senator the Hon. 
Kwasi Thompson marched to the courthouse, where 
the police band and the colour guard performed, 
before being inspected by the Acting Chief Justice.

During a short ceremony in the Supreme Court, 
the Acting Chief Justice, along with the Attorney 
General delivered remarks, focused on the repairs 
needed for the court.  “This whole issue of repairs 
for this courthouse is something the Chief Justice is 
very concerned about and he has my full support in 
this matter,” said Mr. Bethel. The Garnett Levarity 
Justice Center in Freeport has been in a state of 
disrepair for close to three years, only becoming 
worse following the passing of several hurricanes 
through Grand Bahama during that period.

“One of the 
problems that 
Freeport has 
is with the 
building itself 
(the courthouse) and I can 
say that is going to be a 
top priority this year,” said 
Justice Isaacs. “As soon as 
we get all of the details and 
the estimates, myself and 

those who hold the funds and purse strings, we have 
already begun discussing this very serious issue.”
Attorney General Carl Bethel acknowledged that the 
Acting Chief Justice addressed the most pressing 
issue facing the legal system in Grand Bahama. 
However, Mr. Bethel said he, himself, would like to 
have a timeline to have the project carried out.

“We know that the second week of February is when a 
supplementary budget is presented,” said Mr. Bethel. 
“According to the information that I’ve received, 
the government may do a supplementary budget. 
I’m not certain, but if they do, I would like to get a 
cost for this project in before then, so that we can 
budget for it in the main budget within the next six 
months. “We will try to expedite that as quickly as 
possible and hopefully, if we need to get some extra 
allocation, we will get it in the mid-term budget; 
that is what we are racing towards, which ought to 
be tabled in or about the middle of February.

“So, expedition is called for and we hope that the 
Deputy Registrar, along with the cooperation of all 
the staff here in this office would make sure that 
you get three quotes and get them to the Permanent 
Secretary, so that we can have something in writing 
and so that we can proceed as soon as possible.”
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RElaUnCh PROJECT in 
 WEST  EnD SPEaKS OF invESTOR’S COnFiDEnCE

Investor confidence is returns to Grand 
Bahama: in a press conference at the Office 
of The Prime Minister on Tuesday, Minister 
of State for Grand Bahama, the Hon. Kwasi 
Thompson hosted investors Philip Ward and 
Mike Hayhurst, developers of a series of 
village-styled homes on marina-front lots in 
Deadman’s Reef that will be known as ‘Seaward 
Fishing Village.’
 
“We’re pleased to announce that they have 
already set out to engage local Bahamian 
contractors and purchase many of the 
materials locally,” said Minister Thompson. 
“We anticipate that this will create a unique 
community for year-round visitors to Grand 
Bahama; visitors looking for a getaway with 
the capacity to dock their boats and enjoy 
sport-fishing.”

Minister Thompson noted that Grand Bahama 
is an ideal location for persons considering 
second home ownership. He said the island 
possesses tranquility, which gives the relaxed 
feeling of being far from any metropolis -- 
but is yet only 57 miles away from the US, 
so almost anything one would need would be 
accessible.

“As Minister of State for Grand Bahama, I am 
particularly excited that this village will be 
housed in Deadman’s Reef,” added Minister 
Thompson. “I am pleased to see on-going 
development in the Eastern and Western ends 
of the island, outside of Freeport.Seaward 
Fishing Village is not a new project. It was first 
started in 2003, but due to the recent global 
recession it had to be put on hold. The project 
is set to be relaunched in the very near future, 
and boost activity in West Grand Bahama.

“The West is a true gem and I am happy 
that international partners see its value and 
promise and choose to invest here in our 

island.”

Parliamentary Secretary in the Office of 
the Prime Minister with responsibility for 
Information and Communications, and 
Member of Parliament for West End and 
Bimini, Pakesia Parker-Edgecombe welcomed 
Mr. Ward and Mr. Hayhurst back to Grand 
Bahama, specifically, back to West Grand 
Bahama.

“We are happy that they decided to stick 
with Grand Bahama, particularly West Grand 
Bahama,” said Mrs. Edgecombe. “That speaks 
to investor confidence in our community.“We 
are certain that what we have to offer in 
Deadman’s Reef and in the West will be ideal 
for those persons who will purchase homes in 
this new development. Without a doubt, this 
project will boost the boating and yachting 
traffic to Grand Bahama and so this project is 
being re-started at the right time.”

Philip Ward admitted that the project has 
been a difficult one for the developers, having 
had to begin the groundwork and then put 
the project on hold. However, he noted that 
because Grand Bahama has so much to offer, it 
made economic sense to complete the project.

“What I always liked about Deadman’s Reef 
was that I always felt I was in one of the 
Family Islands, which meant being out in 

nature, and the ocean, and being 
surrounded by friendly people,” 
said Mr. Ward.

“On the other hand, when my 
wife comes here, she likes to go 
to Port Lucaya.  So, that tells you that there is 
so much to offer here, and it has great variety.”

He noted that although West Grand Bahama 
offers the “back-to-nature” feel, it is also 
equipped with the modern amenities that 
many visitors from the United States are 
accustomed to, like infrastructure.Modern 
technology, well-equipped hospital and 
clinics, food stores and great restaurants. 
This, he said, is a major selling point for this 
project and for Grand Bahama on the whole.
Seaward has a very large marina.  

There are underground electrical and water 
utilities on the project.With all of that work 
already in place, the next step now is to 
begin the actual construction of the village-
styled homes, which will be done by local 
contractors.Ward says that things are picking 
up economically in the United States and he 
expects to see that positive impact have an effect 
on Grand Bahama in short order, because of its 
proximity to the United States.

“It wasn’t until this last year that you felt the 
economy changing in the United States,” said 
Ward. “There is optimism now that I haven’t 
seen in a long time. The construction in 
Florida, in particular, is at an all-time high.

“It takes a little while for the momentum and 
the optimism in the United States to reach 
The Bahamas, but it is going to happen. It’s 
happening right now. You will see more and 
more Americans come over here and spend 
money and enjoy what you have to offer.”

I like you how I like 
the Sumatran Tiger. 
Saved!
*
Let’s build a home in 
the desert. We can 

Gobi together forever!
*
Baby I’m gonna proximately 
cause you to cum tonight.
*
An Irishman lost a hundred dollars 
on the Melbourne Cup. And 
another hundred on the replay.
*
Confession, I’ve sinned. I had 

impure thoughts about you, will 
you forgive me?
*
There are five oceans, seven 
continents, and only one person 
like you!
*
Eye for an eye? Nah, I’m more a 
kiss-for-a-kiss kind a guy
*
Ouch. You stepped on my foot. 
I’ve got an idea for how you can 
mitigate your damages.
*
If it’s meant to be it’s meant to be, 
but just to be clear, it isn’t.

I’m led by the Holy Spirit, and he 
led me straight to you
*
I believe that it’s in our best 
interest to comply with section 69 
of the act.
*
I would like to pray with you
*
You must be a mala prohibitum 
offense, because you have FINE 
written all over you!
*
If we were around at the time of 
Noahs Ark, we´d be paired as a 
couple
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Know the Difference Between Good Debt 
and Bad Debt

Some personal finance experts think all debt is bad, but 
that isn’t necessarily so. A loan can make all the difference 
between getting a degree needed for a high-paying job, for 
example, owning your own home, or starting your own 
business—and losing those opportunities. Evaluate your 
debt to figure out what kind of debt you have so you can 
prioritize paying it down or using your money for other 
purposes. Two simple questions can help you decide if debt 
is “good” or “bad”: Is the debt temporary or a lifestyle? And 
is it worth it?

Cut the Cost of 
Student loans

The average person carries $27,000 in student loan debt—a 
huge burden. The good news is you can refinance your 
student loans and save over a thousand dollars in doing so. 
You might even be able to get your student loans forgiven or 
paid for by your employer and eliminate that debt entirely. 
If you need help managing your loans, Tuitio.io can help 
you find the most effective plan to tackle your student loans 
or you can use simple Excel formulas to compare different 
student loan options.

Pay Off Your Credit Cards with a Debt 
Consolidation loan or a Balance Transfer

You’ve probably received offers in the mail that promise to 
consolidate all your credit card debt into one low-interest 
bill—either through a debt consolidation loan or credit card 
balance transfers. Are they a good idea? While attractive, 
debt consolidation loans usually don’t make sense if the loan 
will cost you more over the long haul compared to paying 
your cards down faster. With credit card balance transfer 
offers (e.g., 0% promotional APRs), you’d have to pay a fee 
for transferring your debt to the other card and make sure 
you pay all the debt off before the promotional period is 
over. In both cases, do the math to make sure it’s worth it. 
(By the way, you might be able to negotiate those credit card 
balance transfer fees.)

Pay Off Your 
Mortgage Early

Your mortgage is likely the biggest loan you’ll ever take 
on, and some of us are quite eager to get rid of it as soon 
as possible. An early payoff gives you peace of mind and 
financial freedom, but the low interest rate means it might 
make more sense to invest your money instead of paying 
off that debt early. The experts don’t agree on this topic, but 
if you’d like to pay your mortgage early and save thousands 
of dollars in interest, make extra principal payments, such 

as twice monthly half payments of your mortgage 
bill. Don’t use your lender’s biweekly mortgage plan, 
however, and set this up yourself to save money. If 
possible, get rid of your escrow requirement with your 
lender and pay taxes and insurance yourself. 

Another way to get rid of your mortgage faster and save a 
ton of money is to refinance either into a shorter-term loan 
or one with a lower interest rate (and continue to make the 
larger original payments). Find out if refinancing is worth 
it here.

Use the Debt Snowball Method to Tackle 
all Your Debt

With the snowball method of paying off debt, you apply the 
majority of your available money for debt repayment to one 
loan and minimum payments on the others. Then when the 
first loan is paid off, you tackle the next loan and so on until 
all you’re out of debt completely. This Excel spreadsheet can 
help you set up your snowball payment schedule. If you’re 
not sure whether you should pay off your smallest balance 
first (for the motivational boost) or the one with the highest 
interest rate (which makes more financial sense), consider 
the “blizzard” payment method, which combines both 
strategies.

negotiate Your Credit Card interest Rate 
and loan amounts

A lower interest rate will help you pay off your credit card 
balances faster. All you have to do is ask, and if you’re 
successful, you can save hundreds or thousands of dollars, 
depending on your credit card balance. If you’ve got medical 
bills—one of the biggest sources of financial distress and 
common causes of debt—you might be able to get financial 
aid from the hospital or negotiate that medical bill. You 
might be able to settle other debts if you can’t pay them back 
completely.

Pay Your Most 
Painful Debts First

All debt is sort of painful and can take an 
emotional toll on us. While there are lots of 
approaches to tackling debt, consider paying off 
the ones that have the biggest emotional impact 
on you. For example, pay off that loan from 
your in-laws before your pay down your credit 
card. Also, personalizing your debt could make 
you more motivated to pay it off more quickly.

Remember what you bought with the debt in 
the first place to prevent you from getting into 

more debt or feel better when you pay it down.

Pay Down Debt and invest 
at the Same Time

You want to get rid of your debt but you need an emergency 
fund and don’t want to lose out on the power of compounding 
to help with your retirement savings. It doesn’t have to be 
an either/or situation. You can pay down debt and invest at 
the same time. Perhaps prioritize your most expensive debts 
(ones with interest rates above 6%) and save some money as 
well. Budget for an emergency fund, debt, and retirement. 
This hybrid approach appeals to our emotional needs while 
also meeting our financial goals.

Use “Extra” Money to 
Pay Down Debt

As we mentioned in our step-by-step guide to getting out 
of debt, you might be able to find extra money (e.g., from 
selling crap you don’t need) to throw at your debt or add 
to your savings. Earmark gifts, bonuses, and other “found” 
money to your debt payments.

Stop adding to Your Debt
Paying off your credit cards is the best financial return on 
your money if your cards have high interest rates, but it won’t 
really help to start paying down your debt if you’re only 
going to keep the habits that might’ve made you accumulate 
it in the first place. Some people switch to a cash-only policy 
to stay debt-free. Whatever you do, make sure you have a 
plan for what you’re going to do with the money you’ll free 
up once you pay off your debt, such as setting up automatic 
payments to your savings. Give your money a purpose, 
avoid the most common mistakes that keep us in debt, and 
enjoy being free of debt. It really is possible to live a rich life 
without taking on (at least too much) debt.
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I like you how I 
like the Sumatran 
Tiger. Saved!
*
Let’s build a 
home in the 

desert. We can Gobi 
together forever!
*
Baby I’m gonna proximately 
cause you to cum tonight.
*
An Irishman lost a hundred 
dollars on the Melbourne 
Cup. And another hundred 
on the replay.
*
Confession, I’ve sinned. I 
had impure thoughts about 
you, will you forgive me?
*
There are five oceans, seven 
continents, and only one 
person like you!
*
Eye for an eye? Nah, I’m 
more a kiss-for-a-kiss kind a 
guy
*
Ouch. You stepped on my 
foot. I’ve got an idea for 
how you can mitigate your 
damages.
*
If it’s meant to be it’s meant 
to be, but just to be clear, it 
isn’t.
I’m led by the Holy Spirit, 
and he led me straight to 
you
*
I believe that it’s in our 
best interest to comply with 
section 69 of the act.
*
I would like to pray with you
*
You must be a mala 
prohibitum offense, because 
you have FINE written all 
over you!
*
If we were around at the 
time of Noahs Ark, we´d be 
paired as a couple
*
I know you’ve sinned. Thou 
shalt not steal… my heart… 
but you just did.
*
If you’re my client, I’ll get 
you off. If you aren’t, the 
offer still stands.
*
I have an oral argument for 
you.
*
Roses are red,violets are 
blue. We’re breaking up 
beacause I never loved you.
*
Wanna go for a bite? 
(Vampire)
*
Your name must be Grace 
because you are amazing
*
I have a precedent that is 
long and deep.
*
Pardon me for drooling, but 
without my jaw, I can’t help 
myself.
*
Is your name Genesis 
Revelation? No, why? I was 
thinking that we start from 
the beginning
*
Wanna check what’s inside 
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M.E.M. PRiMaRY  SChOOl’S  ChRiSTMaS 
PRODUCTiOn

Maurice E. Moore Primary School’s Fine 
Arts Department held its Christmas Concert, 
under the theme, “The Christmas Card” on 
Friday, 08th December, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. at 
the school.

The principal, Mrs. Tammy Ellis-Elliott, 
administrators, teachers, support staff, 
parents, guests, and fellow students supported 
and encouraged the performers as they 
presented the 2017 Christmas Production.

Students of grades one through six were 
delighted and excited to showcase their talent 

in the performing arts.
Mrs. Anedra Jones, music teacher of the 
Fine Arts Department and teachers did a 
tremendous job with the performers.  Students 
sang and danced harmoniously to the tune of 
Christmas carols and played Christmas songs 
on the bells and tone chimes.

Students of grades one through three opened 
the program with their pleasant welcome 
address, cheerful singing, and a lively choral 
speaking poem.

The case members of the play, “The Christmas 

Card” brought humor and laughter 
to the audience.  They dramatized 
that money is essential, but 
forgiveness and love will turn a negative 
situation around.

Mrs. Felicia Thurston, grade six (6) teacher 
and coordinator was the master of ceremony.

Maurice E. Moore Primary also presented a 
donation to The Cancer Association of Grand 
Bahama/Hospice & UsTOO Grand Bahama 
Chapter

By: Keva Wilchcombe

Cast members of the play 
“The Christmas Card”: Samiya 
Rolle (far left), Sylus Fitzgerald 
(second left), Gabriel Hall 
(center), Trevona Pickstock 
(center right), Talea Martin 
(right), Reanna Parker (far 
right), and Jania McMinns 
(back row right)

Students and administrators presents donation 
pictured: Mrs. Dedre Ewing, Senior Mistress (left back 
row), Mrs. Shenique Mackey-Paul, Senior Mistress 
(center back row), Mrs. Norma Headley (right back 
row) and Mrs. Tammy Ellis-Elliott, Principal (far right 
back row)

Students and Mrs. Norma 
Williams, Teacher’s Assistant 
presented donation to Pastor 
Percy Kemp, a member of 
UsTOO Grand Bahama 
Chapter.
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Paper money 
was first used in 
China.
*
60 cows can 
produce a ton 

of milk each day.
*
The first product to have 
a bar code was Wrigley’s 
gum.
*
The Greek national anthem 
has 158 verses.
*
The first taxi service began 
in New York in 1907.
*

Bernhard Riemann was 
an influential German 
mathematician who 
contributed to differential 
geometry and analysis, 
paving the way for the 
development of general 
relativity by Albert Einstein..
*
The average human drinks 
over 60,566 litres (16,000 
gallons) of water in a 
lifetime.
*
Not all your taste buds are 
on our tongue (10% are on 
the insides of you cheeks).

There are 
exactly 
1,048,576 bytes 
in 1 megabyte.
*
A shark’s teeth 

are literally as hard as 
steel.
*
Ostriches don’t bury their 
heads in sand.
*
The little hole in some sinks 
that lets the water drain out 
instead of flowing is called 

a ‘porcelator’.
*
Earth is the only planet not 
named after a god.
*
45% of people use 
mouthwash daily.
*
Akousticophobia is the fear 
of noises.
*
All the planets in our solar 
system could fit inside 
Jupiter.

in ThE MiDDlE
A stage play produced by 
I.D.Entity Performing Arts 
Company. If you are married, 

engaged, single or divorced 
you should have been there. 
Encore performance 26th 

January 2018 8:00 pm at the 
regency theater it will be a 
night you will never forget.
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Knock-
knock.
Who’s 
there?

Wooden shoe.
Wooden shoe 
who?
Wooden shoe like 
to hear another 
joke?
*
Knock-knock.
Who’s there?
Alpaca.
Alpaca who?
Alpaca the 
suitcase
*
Knock-knock.
Who’s there?
Atch.Atch who?
Bless you!
*
Knock-knock.
Who’s there?
Interrupting pirate.
Interrup...
ARRRRRRR!
*
Knock-knock.
Who’s there?
Boo. Boo who?
Don’t cry, it’s just 
me!
*
Knock-knock.

Who’s there?
Cow says.
Cow says who?
No, silly! A cow 
says “Mooooo!”
*
Knock-knock.
Who’s there?
Ketchup.
Ketchup who?
Ketchup with me 
and I’ll tell you.
*
Knock-knock.
Who’s there?
Dozen.
Dozen who?
Dozen anyone 
want to let me in?
*
Knock-knock.
Who’s there?
Iowa.Iowa who?
Iowa friend a 
couple dollars.
*
Knock-knock.
Who’s there?
Olive.
Olive who?
Olive you!
*
Yes, money 
cannot buy you 
happiness, but 
I’d feel a lot more 
comfortable crying 
in a new BMW.
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have fun saving with 
this money book mark.

Crossword SolutionSudoku Solution

Knock-knock.
Who’s there?
Noah.
Noah who?
Noah good place 
to get something 

to eat?
*
Knock-knock.
Who’s there?
Luke.
Luke who?

Luke through the peep hole 
and you’ll see.
*
Knock-knock.
Who’s there?
Sadie.
Sadie who?
Sadie magic word and I’ll 
disappear.
*
Knock-knock.
Who’s there?

Justin.
Justin who?
Justin time for dinner!
*
Knock-knock.
Who’s there?
Claire.
Claire who?
Claire the way
I’m coming through!
*
Knock-knock.

Who’s there?
Mikey.
Mikey who?
Mikey doesn’t fit in the keyhole. 
Let me in!
*
Knock-knock.
Who’s there?
Little old lady.
Little old lady who?
Wow, I didn’t know you could 
yodell!

Knock-knock.
Who’s there?
Canoe.
Canoe who?
Canoe help me with my 
homework?
*
Knock-knock.
Who’s there?
Lettuce.
Lettuce who?
Lettuce in, it’s cold out here!
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Q: What does my dog do 
when he goes to bed?
A: He reads a bite-time story.
Q: What do dogs do when 
watching a DVD?
A: They press paws.

*
Q: Why can’t dogs drive?
A: They can’t find a barking space.
*
Q: Why did the banana go to the 
hospital?
A: It was not peeling very well.
*
Q: Why did the burglar rob a bakery?
A: He needed the dough.
*
Q: What vitamin helps you to see?
A: Vitamin C.
*
Q: Why did the ice cream cone take 
karate lessons?
A: It was tired of getting licked.
*
Q: How do you make fire with two sticks?
A: Make sure one is a match.
*
Q: Why did the belt go to jail?
A: He held up a pair of pants.
*
Q: How to hair stylists speed up their job?
A: They take short cuts.
*
Q: Why can’t you tell a joke while you’re 
standing on ice?
A: Because it might crack up.
*
Q: What do you call a bear with no 
teeth.
A: A gummy bear.
*
Q: Where do you put barking dogs?
A: In a barking lot.
*
Q: Why didn’t Cinderella make the 
basketball team?
A: She ran away from the ball.
*
Q: Why didn’t the skeleton go to the 
dance?
A: He had no body to go with.
*
Q: Who can shave six times a day and 
still have a beard.
A: A Barber.
*
Q: What stays in the corner but goes 
around the world? A: A stamp.
*
Q: Where do burgers like to dance.
A: A meatball.
*
Q: What day to chickens hate most.
A: Fry-days
*



Page 15 Volume XX No. 1  January 24, 2018



Page 16 Volume XX No. 1  January 24, 2018


