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Officially opening GIBC Digital on 
Wednesday, June 27, 2018 Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Finance, the Hon. 
K. Peter Turnquest, said that making Grand 
Bahama a tech hub will not only create jobs, 
but a good quality of life and opportunities for 
young people.

GIBC Digital announced their Grand Bahama 
investment at a press conference at the Office 
of the Prime Minister in May, when they 
revealed they would hire some 50 people. To 
date, 25 have been hired and an additional 25 
are in the process of being hired. Their office is 
located in the Jasmine Corporate Centre.

Applauding the efforts of Minister of State 
for Grand Bahama in the Office of the Prime 
Minister, Senator the Hon. J. Kwasi Thompson 
-- Deputy Prime Minister Turnquest noted it 
was Minister Thompson’s idea to have Grand 
Bahama become the tech hub of the region.

With the introduction of the Commercial Enterprises 
Act, early successes are being seen and this is only 
the beginning. “It’s that kind of creative, collaborative 
legislation that is going to allow us to truly exploit the 
knowledge and creativity of our people,” said DPM 
Turnquest.

He added, “We recognize that Grand Bahama has always 
been the industrial capital of The Bahamas and we’ve 
had some success in tourism. But, these are becoming 
more and more competitive industries and the financial 
services sector, which we still hope to expand to Grand 
Bahama, is experiencing its own challenge. The one 
thing that we know, is that education gives us the 
opportunity to compete with anyone anywhere in the 

world and technology gives us the ability to do it.

“This is why we were so excited about this whole concept 
of developing a technology hub. Because this will give 
our students, our young people, an opportunity to use 
what they’ve learned and expand their minds beyond 
the borders of The Bahamas. And in the process, earn a 
very good salary.

“That’s the kind of partnership that we need. It’s not 
just about the job. It’s about creating a quality of life. 
It’s about creating opportunities for residents because 
as we all feel a sense of worth, and that we’re being 
rewarded for our efforts, it encourages us to be creative. 
It encourages us to work hard and to be committed.”

DPM Turnquest said it’s important to modernize 
and change the way we do business.  Government 

is currently going through 
transformation, starting with 
the Ministry of Finance. “We 
recognize, and you would have seen in this 
year’s budget, that the cost of doing business as 
a government is expensive. It is inefficient and if 
we are going to remain competitive with the rest 
of the world, we are going to have to streamline 
our processes, become more efficient so that we 
reduce this burden on the average citizen.”

A single ID will be created, using GIBC Digital, 
that will identify an individual as a citizen to the 
government in everything they do. “The idea 
being that rather than having to request services 
from the government, the government will push 
service to you and make that process seamless 
and very much interactive from the comfort of 
your office or home.  “That requires a lot of data; 
to ensure that the data is secure requires that we 
have a very robust cyber security system.  Again, 

that’s one of the services GIBC offers its clients, and 
certainly we look forward to leveraging that knowledge 
in our own effort to ensure that whatever we do we 
protect the integrity of the system so that it engenders 
the trust and the use we anticipate.”

Turning his attention to training, the Deputy Prime 
Minister said that there is no point in trying to be 
the digital capital of the region and not have the 
skills necessary to do it. This is why programmes are 
being introduced through BTVI and University of 
The Bahamas so as to make education affordable and 
accessible for students who want to participate.

The official opening programme comprised a ribbon 
cutting, a tour of the facility, and Junkanoo celebration.

GIBC  DIGItal  OffICIally  OpeneD 
In  GranD  Bahama
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Traditional AC units 
are outdated. They are 
expensive to install and 
even more costly to run. 
They look ugly and are 
difficult and dangerous to 
clean. The problem is that 
normal old-fashioned air 
conditioning units are 
expensive and use a ton 
of electricity! 

Due to our research, 
there now just might be 
a solution for the rise in 
heat waves all across the 
world. Rather than put 
up with sky-high electric bills 
or rising temperatures, you can 
now according to latest studies 
instead consider purchasing a 
new, compact and affordable 
portable air conditioning unit. 
It’s called CoolAir, it’s changing 
the way in which people battle 
through the summer months. 
But is this really such an 
revolutionary device or is it 
simply yet another hype? 

In the summer months, the 
inside temperature of your 
home can be too much to 
bear. With the sun beaming in 
and no respite in sight, it’s all 
too easy to decide to front up 
a ton of money to install air 
conditioning. However, who 
can afford the sky high electric 
bills that go with it? Instead 
of shelling out a fortune for 
an appliance you can neither 
afford nor need at every time 
of the year, it might be time to 
look for something a little less 
invasive. This CoolAir device 
could be the answer. 

Through our research, we’ve 
discovered that CoolAir is 
becoming a popular appliance 
in many homes for a number 
of reasons. Firstly, it’s compact 
and portable. You can plug it 
into any room in your house 
via a plug or USB port, and 

it immediately cools the air 
surrounding it. What’s more, it 
also purifies and humidifies the 
air for your convenience. 

how Does 
Coolair Work?

On first inspection, CoolAir 
looks quite complex, but we 
were actually really shocked at 
how easy it is to use. Right out 
of the box, it looks like a much 
smaller version of a standard air 
conditioning unit but without 
all the installation nightmares 
that come with it. You just fill 
up the internal tank with water, 
plug it into either a USB port 
such as a powerbank, or a wall 
outlet, and let it work its magic. 
Once it’s on, it can cool any area 
of your home down in minutes. 

In essence, this unit works at the 
click of a button, and is suitable 
for placement in a home or 
office environment. How it 
works is also quite simple. It 
takes the hot, arid, stale air 
found within any typical home 
with either poor ventilation or 
overheating from the summer 
sun, uses the water within the 
unit to provide cooling, then 
emits a frostier temperature to 
combat the hot air. Even though 
it’s fighting a constant battle 
against the heat, this small but 
mighty unit continues to pump 
out that cool air silently. 

We tried CoolAir out 
for ourselves and were 
honestly impressed with 
the results. No matter your 
internal home temperature, 
it can provide immediate 
relief - all from one small, 
compact unit. What’s more, 
it’s affordable to buy. Instead 
of paying a significant amount 
for a large, cumbersome unit 
that requires external ducting, 
you can just spend a mere 
fraction of that price and 
get a unit that doesn’t 
require any installation. 
CoolAir could transform 

how everyday people cool their 
homes. 

Who Can Benefit 
from Coolair?

In summer, anyone can benefit 
from CoolAir. Whether you’re 
an office worker who’s tired 
of the airless box in which 
you have to work, or you’re a 
mother with children who won’t 
take a nap in their stifling hot 
bedroom, AirCool is for you. 
For children, this device is even 
more popular as it also features 
a nightlight that changes color 
for ultimate effect.

However, anyone in need 
of a cool breeze and a lower 
temperature in their home or 
place of business will notice 
just how beneficial this product 
can be. Whether you just want 
respite as you watch TV in your 
living room, or you’re trying to 
relax poolside but the heat is 
too intense, you too, may just 
find CoolAir ticks all the boxes.

In essence, if the summer sun is 
too hot to handle, then CoolAir 
is the very thing you may find 
could benefit your home life. 

features
•High-quality, low noise
•USB or wall plug power
•Portable and compact

Everyone understands 
the importance of a 
potent SPF, yet only 
14.3 percent of men and 
29.9 percent of women 
in the U.S. regularly use 
sunscreen on their face 
and other exposed skin. 
What are you trying to 
do — fight the sun?!

Experts say you should 
even wear sunscreen 
while flying on a plane.

Still, we’re all guilty of 
forgetting, willfully not 
applying, and simply not 
reapplying sunscreen 
when we should. Did you 
know that the directions 
on the back of a bottle of 
sunscreen say you should 
reapply every two hours, 
after you get out of the 
water, after sweating, and 
every time you cry? I ask 
you: Who has the time?

So how can you heal a 
sunburn?

While it may not prevent 
melanoma, apparently 
shaving cream is a 
sunburn hack that could 
save you from some 
severe pain.

Cindie Allen-Stewart 
writes that her husband’s 
mother used to apply 
menthol foam shaving 
cream to his sunburns 
and that it totally works to 
help take the sting out of a 
bad sunburn.

She recommends that you 
let the shaving cream stay 
on your skin for about 
30 minutes. If it’s itching, 
that means it’s working. 
After about 30 minutes 
you’ll feel a bit of a chill, 
and it’s time to rinse off 
the cream. The next day, if 
you are still sore, reapply 
and follow the steps again.

But does it heal a sunburn?

Probably not, but it 
certainly can help make 
you feel like your skin isn’t 
burning at the red-hot 
intensity of a thousand 
suns.

Menthol has a cooling 
effect, and if there is also 
aloe in your shaving 
cream, then it will serve 
as an anti-inflammatory.

Sadly, nothing can reverse 
a sunburn — except time 
travel.

Health is the greatest gift, contentment the greatest wealth, 
faithfulness the best relationship.
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l u c a y a n / C h r i s t o p h e r 
Columbus
As early as 300 to 400 AD, people 
who came from what is now Cuba 
(there was no country named 
Cuba at that time) lived on The 
Islands Of The Bahamas and 
relied on the ocean for food. From 
around 900-1500 AD the Lucayan 
people settled here. They enjoyed 
a peaceful way of life and had 
developed viable political, social 
and religious systems.In 1492, 
Christopher Columbus made 
landfall in the New World on the 
island of San Salvador. Inspired by 
the surrounding shallow sea, he 
described them as islands of the 
“baja mar” (shallow sea), which 
has become The Islands Of The 
Bahamas. When he arrived, there 
were about 40,000 Lucayans. Their 
peaceful nature made the Lucayans 
easy targets for enslavement 
however, and within 25 years, all of 
the Lucayans were wiped out due to 
the diseases, hardships and slavery 
they endured.

age of piracy
During the late 1600s to early 1700s, 
many privateers and pirates came 
here, the most famous ones being 
Blackbeard and Calico Jack. There 
were also female pirates like Anne 
Bonny and Mary Read disguised 
as men.Our shallow waters and 
700 islands made great hiding 
places for treasure. And our close 
proximity to well-traveled shipping 
lanes made for the perfect spot to 
steal from merchant ships. There 
are rumors of hidden treasure that 
still exist today. It is believed that 
British pirate William Catt buried 
loot on Cat Island and Sir Henry 
Morgan, a wealthy privateer, buried 
treasure throughout our islands.

nassau Struggles
Established around 1670 as a 
commercial port, Nassau was 
overrun by lawless, seafaring men. 
Years later, Nassau was destroyed 
twice—once by Spanish troops, the 
other time by French and Spanish 

navies.Soon after, pirates began 
looting the heavily laden cargo 
ships. By 1718, the King of England 
appointed Woodes Rogers to serve 
as the Royal Governor. His job 
was to restore order. And he did. 
He offered amnesty to those who 
surrendered. Those who resisted 
would be hanged. 300 pirates 
surrendered and the rest, including 
Blackbeard, fled.

Civil War and prohibition
From 1861 to 1865, The Islands 
Of The Bahamas benefited greatly 
from the U.S. Civil War. Britain’s 
textile industry depended on 
Southern cotton; however, the 
Union blockaded British ships 
from reaching Southern ports. So 
blockade runners from Charleston 
met British ships here and traded 
cotton for British goods. Upon their 
return, they sold their shipment for 
huge profits. The end of the Civil 
War marked the end of prosperity. 
In 1919, the United States passed 
the 18th amendment prohibiting 
alcohol. The colonial government 
expanded Prince George Wharf in 
Nassau to accommodate the flow of 
alcohol. When Prohibition ended in 
1934 so did the enormous revenues. 
Combined with the collapse of 
the sponge harvesting industry, 
it economically devastated The 
Bahamas.

tourism and Independence
The Hotel and Steam Ship Service 
Act of 1898 opened our doors to 
the world. This act provided the 
government support needed for 
the construction of hotels and 
subsidized steamship service. Since 
then, everything from Prohibition 
bringing well-to-do Americans to 
the closure of Cuba to Americans 
has impacted tourism in our 
country. On July 10, 1973, The 
Bahamas became a free and 
sovereign country, ending 325 years 
of peaceful British rule. However, 
The Bahamas is a member of the 
Commonwealth of Nations and we 
celebrate July 10th as Bahamian 
Independence Day.

I am five feet, three inches 
tall and pleasingly plump. 
After I had a minor accident, 
my mother accompanied me 
to the emergency room. The 
triage nurse asked for my height 
and weight, and I blurted out, 

“Five-foot-eight and 125 pounds.” While the 
nurse pondered this information, my mother 
leaned over to me. “Sweetheart,” she gently 
chided, “this is not the Internet.”
*
The orthodontist and his assistants were 
removing my ten-year-old son’s dental 
appliance. Because it was cemented to his 
upper teeth, they had to use some pressure 
to release it. When it finally popped out, 
three of his baby teeth came out as well.
My boy was horrified when he saw the 
gaps. “Well,” he said to the staff gathered 
around him, “who do I see about getting 
dentures?”
*
As a dentist, I recently tried out a new 
chocolate-flavored pumice paste on my 
patients. No one liked it except for a six-
year-old boy. While I polished his teeth, he 
continued to smile and lick his lips. “You 
must really like this new flavor,” I said. “Yep,” 
he replied, nodding with satisfaction. “It 
tastes just like the time I dropped my candy 
bar in the sandbox.”
*
The commercial for Viagra with the middle-
aged men running happily through the 
streets to the song “We Are the Champions” 
came on while my husband and ten-year-
old son were watching TV. After seeing these 
jubilant men kicking up their heels, my son 
turned to his father and said, “Dad, would 
you be that happy if you got rid of your 
heartburn?”

 “He say, he’ll be right back.” The word said is used so scarcely, we 
forget it exists. But trust me, when we’re telling a story or sharing 

some gossip “said” is just out of place.
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Cut-hip (noun or verb): If a child grows to be too sometimey, they may find 
themselves with a cut-hip. A cut-hip is a Bahamian term for a beating. To put 

the noun in motion, if you are going to cut someone’s hip, you’re going to beat 
them. For instance, one might say, “He too rude, he need’ a cut-hip.” or “My 

teacher cut my hip so much in primary school!”

Sometimey (adjective): Many parents would describe their teenagers as 
sometimey, meaning that they tend to be moody. This word has come from 

the implication that moody people will sometimes be angry, sometimes upset, 
sometimes happy, et cetera; just making them a “sometimey” person. Example: 

“I don’t like dealin’ with her, she too sometimey.”
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*
Q. What is The Bahamas 
known for?
The Bahamas are famous 
for their scenic beauty and 
year-round tropical weather. 

They are one of the most visited tourist 
spots in the world.
*
Q. Where are most visitors to The 
Bahamas from?
A. About 80% of the people vacationing 
in The Bahamas are from the United 
States. The balance are a combination 
of Europeans, South Americans, 
Canadians and others.
*
Q. What are the most popular 
destinations?
A. The two most popular destinations 
in The Bahamas are the city of Nassau/
Paradise Island and Grand Bahama 
Island.
*
Mommy sighs, knowing this day would 
come so she sits her daughter down 
for a long talk about the birds and the 
bees. After Mommy has told her little girl 
all about the making of babies, the little 
girl is now silent for a while.
“You understand it now?” Mommy asks.
“Yes,” replies her daughter.
“Do you still have any questions?”
“Yes, how about little kittens, how does 
that work?”
“In exactly the same way as with 
babies.”
“Wow,” the girl exclaims, “my daddy can 
do ANYTHING!”
*
I work as a cashier at a grocery store 
that was celebrating its grand re-
opening. To draw customers, we were 
mailing out coupons for various free 
items, such as eggs, soda, chips, etc. 
The coupon for the chips was very 
specific: it had to be a 13 1/4 ounce 
bag of Lays Potato Chips. One lady was 
a bit confused. Upon handing me her 
bag of chips and the corresponding 
coupon, she said, “The coupon says 
thirteen and one fourth, but I guess this 
is close enough, right?” I checked. The 

net weight printed on the bag 
was 13.25 ounces. I looked 
up, certain she was joking. She 
wasn’t.
*
After my husband asked me to 
help him shed some unwanted 
pounds, I stopped serving 
fattening TV snacks and 
substituted crisp celery. While 
he was unenthusiastically 
munching on a stalk one 
night, a commercial caught 
his attention. As he watched 
longingly, a woman spread 
gooey chocolate frosting over 
a freshly baked cake. When it 
was over, my husband turned 
to me. 
“Did you ever notice,” he 
asked, “that they never 
advertise celery on TV?”
*
Mike: ‘To tell the truth, I’m 
really disappointed in him. The 
guy who sold him to me said I 
could teach him to sing like a 
bird.’
Jimmy: ‘What? Let me get this 
straight... You bought a fish 
because you thought you 
could teach him to sing like a 
bird?’
Mike: ‘Well, yeah. After all, you 
know, he’s a parrot fish.’
Jimmy: ‘Now listen, Mike, while 
you might be able to teach 
a parrot to sing, you’re never 
going to get anywhere with a 
parrot fish.’
Mike: ‘That’s what you think! It 
just so happens this fish CAN 
sing. The thing is, he’s terribly 
off-key and it’s driving me 
crazy. Do you know how hard 
it is to tuna fish?’

Jam up (adjective): If somewhere is “jam up”, it’s too crowded. It’s probable 
that this slang comes from the term “jam-packed”, with a twist using the 

classic Bahamian practice of adding “up” to an adjective to exaggerate it, i.e. 
“fresh up, mash up, all loud up.” 

I am five 
feet, three 
inches 
tall and 
pleasingly 
plump. 
After I had 

a minor accident, my 
mother accompanied 
me to the emergency 
room. The triage 
nurse asked for my 
height and weight, 
and I blurted out, 
“Five-foot-eight and 
125 pounds.” While 
the nurse pondered 
this information, my 
mother leaned over to 
me. “Sweetheart,” she 
gently chided, “this is 
not the Internet.”
*
The orthodontist and 
his assistants were 
removing my ten-
year-old son’s dental 
appliance. Because it 
was cemented to his 
upper teeth, they had 
to use some pressure 
to release it. When it 
finally popped out, 
three of his baby teeth 
came out as well.
My boy was horrified 
when he saw the 
gaps. “Well,” he said 
to the staff gathered 
around him, “who do 
I see about getting 
dentures?”
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ABACO
North Abaco
Amy Roberts Primary School 
-Green Turtle Cay 
Grand Cay All Age School  -Grand 
Cay 

Central Abaco
Central Abaco Primary School 
-Dundas Town 

South Abaco
Sandy Point Community Center 
-Ernest Dean Highway 

MANGROVE CAY
Mangrove Cay High School - 
Swains
Burnt Rock Primary - Burnt Rock

BIMINI & CAT CAY
Gateway - Bimini
Big Game Fishing Hotel - Bimini
Clinic - Bimini

GRAND BAHAMA

City Of Freeport
Foster B. Pestina Center/Pro-
Cathedral of 
Christ the King (Special Needs 
Shelter) - East Atlantic Drive & 
Pioneers
First Baptist Church Hall - 
Columbus Drive & Nansen Ave.
Central Church of God Hall - 
Pioneers Way West & Coral Rd.
Jack Haywood High School - 
Wildcat Ave. & Pioneers Loop East
Cancer Association - West Atlantic 
Drive & Norma Headley Dr.
Shiloh Seventh-Day Adventist 
Church - Torcross Road

Mack Town To 
Pinder’s Point
St. George’s High 
school Gymnasium 
- Sunset Highway 

East Grand Bahama
Maurice Moore 
Primary School - 

Sandcombe Drive
Freeport Seventh-Day Adventist 
Church - Grambier and Beach Way 
Drive 

West Grand Bahama
Church of God of Prophecy - S e a 
Grape, Eight Mile Rock

For more information contact: 
Lindsay Thompson, Public 
Information Officer, NEMA at 
(242) 322-6081. 322-6085. 361-
5569. Email: nemabahamas242@
gmail.com. Website: www.bahamas.
gov.bs. Facebook: NEMA-Bahamas

An old man was a witness in 
a burglary case. The defense 
lawyer asked Richard, “Did 
you   see my client commit 
this burglary?” 
“Yes,” said Richard , “I saw 

him plainly take the goods.” 
The lawyer asks Richard again, “Richard, 
this happened at night. Are you sure you 
saw my client commit this crime?” 
“Yes” says Richard, “I saw him do it.” 
Then the lawyer asks Richard, “Richard 
listen, you are 80 years old and your 
eye sight probably is bad. Just how far 
can you see at night?” 
Richard says, “I can see the moon, how 
far is that?”
*
A young officer is working late at the 
Pentagon one evening. As he comes 
out of his office about 8pm he sees 
a General standing by the classified 
document shredder in the hallway, a 
piece of paper in his hand.
“Do you know how to work this thing?” 
the General asks. 
“My secretary’s gone home and I don’t 
know how to run it.”
“Yes, sir,” says the young officer, who 
turns on the machine, takes the paper 
from the General, and feeds it in.
(PAUSE)
“Now,” says the General, “I just need 
one copy.....”
*
Our children’s Sunday School classes 
were presenting their end of the year 
program for the congregation telling 
about the life of Jesus. When it came to 
the part about Jesus’ miracles, one little 
boy said, “Yes, Jesus raised Lazarus from 
the dead!” 
The teacher urged him to tell us more. 
He said, “Well, Jesus told them to open 
the tomb, and then He said, ‘Lazarus, 
come out!’ And it’s a good thing he 
didn’t just say ‘Come out!’ because 
there would have  been a stampede 
of dead guys.” Needless to say our 
congregation enjoyed the presentation 
very much. 
*
You cannot help the poor by destroying 
the rich.
You cannot strengthen the weak by 
weakening the strong.
You cannot bring about prosperity by 
discouraging thrift.
You cannot lift the wage earner up by 
pulling the wage payer down.
You cannot further the brotherhood of 
man by inciting class hatred.
You cannot build character and 
courage by taking away people’s 
initiative and independence. 
You cannot help people permanently 
by doing for them, what they could and 
should do for themselves. - Abraham 
Lincoln 
*
Some signs warning you that your 
television show is going off the air:
The usual main star of the show is now 
called “a special guest-star”. There 
are more commercials for drugs and 
medications than there is show content. 
The sponsors have left the show all 
there is left are public service rowboat 
safety spots. You suddenly realize that 
the episode this week was the same as 
the one last week. You start seeing old 
reruns of “Roller Derby Babes” in the 
place of the crime/doctor drama you 
wanted. This week, it is on Tuesday. Next 
week it is on Thursday. Then the next 
week it is on Monday and Thursday. 
Suddenly it is put on against reruns of 
“My Mother, The Car”.
You realize that the blooper show you 
were watching was an actual episode 
of your show. It was decided that dead 
airspace was better than running new 
episodes of your show. Your show was 
being sponsored by Enron, Trac Auto 
and Worldcom.
*
One evening Rachael brought home her 
fiancé to meet her parents. After dinner, 
her mother told her father to go and 
learn more about the young man. Out 
on a walk, the father started quizzing the 
guy.
“So what do you do?” the father asked.
“I am an Arabic scholar,” he replied.
The father obviously impressed with the 
answer continued, “Admirable, but what 
will you do to provide a nice house for 
my daughter to live in?”
“I will study and God will provide for us”, 
he answered back
“Now how do you plan to buy my 
daughter a beautiful engagement ring?” 
probed the father again.
‘I will concentrate on my studies,’ the 
young man replies, “God will provide for 
us.”
“Hmm...and how do you plan to take 
care of your children?”
“Don’t worry, sir, God will provide,” 
answered the fiance. Every time the 
father put on a new question, the young 
man passed on the onus to God. At 
bedtime when the mother enquired 
about the conversation, the father 
responded, “Well he has no job and no 
plans, but the good news is he thinks I’m 
God.”

We reach (fragment): Bahamians commonly make this announcement when pulling 
up to a destination. If you’re waiting for a ride somewhere and the driver arrives to 

pick you up, they might call you to say, “Come outside, I reach!”

biggety - bold and argumentative
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Acting Prime Minister and Minister of 
Finance, the Hon. K. Peter Turnquest 
said the illusion that individuals had of 
The Bahamas being a tax- free place will 
no longer be sustainable.
 
“I can speak to just one reason why, 
which is the deliberate restructuring 
of the country’s tax system,” the Acting 
Prime Minister said at the Institute 
of Chartered Accountants of the 
Caribbean’s 36th Caribbean Conference 
of Accountants held at Atlantis, Friday, 
June 22, 2018.

“As a government, we are moving away 
from narrow-based and distortionary 
taxes so we can achieve the following 
objectives: 
• Broaden the tax base by including 

taxes on services, which is what 
VAT accomplished; 

•  Explore possible replacements to the 
business license fee structure, which 
we started to do by commissioning 
Deloitte to undertake a detailed 
assessment;

•  Reduce customs duty over time, as 
we move towards participation in 
the World Trade Organization; and

•  Optimise the rating scale for a 
number of existing taxes and fees, 

particularly where the fees do not 
cover the cost of operations, and 
where our revenue yield is below 
standard.” 

The Acting Prime Minister said when it 
comes to restructuring the tax system, 
the bottom line for accountants is 
that as the country gets into a more 
complex tax environment, which is 
already underway, the demand for their 
expertise is going to be even greater. He 
said businesses and individuals will need 
their knowledge, as will the government.  
Opportunities will abound in traditional 
areas and niche segments.  Acting Prime 
Minister Turnquest said in the public 
sector alone, the government is already 
recruiting Bahamian professionals to 
work as VAT auditors. 

“The government has outsourced VAT 
auditing to an international team ever 
since VAT was introduced. We fly them 
in quarterly at great expense to stay for 
several months at a time to conduct 
spot checks on VAT registrants, of 
which we have over 6,000. For the first 
time, we have implemented a strategic 
plan for the government to transfer 
those responsibilities to Bahamian 

professionals.” He 
said over the next few 
years, the government 
will transition to a full team of Bahamian 
VAT auditors, creating new career paths 
for Bahamian professionals. 

Acting Prime Minister Turnquest said 
between the demand for VAT auditing 
and VAT accounting the government is 
creating new subsectors of opportunity 
for Bahamians. “And as we continue our 
tax reform plans, tax accounting and tax 
auditing on the whole will expand.” 

He said the Ministry of Finance is 
currently recruiting 30 accountants: 15 
of them will support the needs of the 
Central Government as it transitions 
to accrual accounting and undergoes 
public financial management reform; 
15 of them will be trained specifically to 
join the VAT audit team. 

The Acting Prime Minister said, “The 
government has already bolstered the 
Treasury Department by recruiting 10 
junior accountants. And a few senior 
professionals will also be brought on to 
assist with the broader restructuring that 
is underway.” 

IlluSIOn Of the BahamaS 
BeInG a tax-free plaCe 

“Hog know where to rub he skin”
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There are 2 guards. One 
tells the truth and one lies. 
There are also 2 doors. One 
leads to Heaven and the 
other leads to the devils 
playground. One guard 
is in front of each door. You 

can only ask the guards ONE question 
and you have to ask the same question 
to both guards. 

What you are trying to find out is which 
door leads to Heaven and which door 
leads to the devil’s playground. Ask 
each one “What will the other one say is 
the door to heaven?” 
They should answer the same. Go in the 
opposite door they say.
*
Two boxers are in a boxing match 
(regular boxing, not kick boxing). The 
fight is scheduled for 12 rounds but ends 
after 6 rounds, after one boxer knocks 
out the other boxer. Yet no man throws a 
punch. How is this possible? They were 
women boxing.
*
Love yourself accept yourself forgive 
yourself and be good to yourself, 
because without you the rest of us are 
without a source of many wonderful 
things.
*
You can become every courageous 
inch of yourself, your own heroine, but 
you have to act. No one can 
do this for you. It’s up to you.
*
Aim at the sun and you may not reach 
it; but your arrow will fly far higher than if 
you had aimed at an object on a level 
with yourself.

This article here is very near and 
dear to my heart. The premise 
of what I’m about to state here is 
very poignant, and significantly 
important for men to take heed to. 
God’s word has a lot to say on the 
role of the father structure within 
the homes. 

Especially here in the Commonwealth 
of the Bahamas, where the average 
household is without a father figure.
It is said that Bahamas has an 
astronomical percentage of about 
65% to 70% of homes without the 
father in it. We could see the dire 
residual effects the lack of fatherhood 
within the family structure that 
is breaking down rapidly in the 
Bahamas. I don’t care how good, and 
supposedly strong a woman is she 
cannot truly fulfill the role of the 
man in the home. She cannot truly 
relate to her son like a father would. 
We have so much peril and crime in 
the country because of the lack of 
fathers within the homes. 

Murders, sexual promiscuity, 
robberies, and a plethora of other 
social ills within our land is an 
effect of the caused, which is a lack 
of fathers in the homes. The premise 
for my radio show, “ The Wake Up 
Everybody Show” emphasize this 
very theme that I’m writing on. In 
Malachi 4:6, “ And He will turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children, 
and the hearts of the children to 
their fathers, lest I come and strike 
the earth with a curse.” 

There first must be a shift as it 
relates to the hearts of the fathers 
towards the children per se. An 
example is the story of the prophets 
Elijah, and Elisha. In 1 Kings 17:21-
24, “And he stretched himself out on 
the child three times, and cried out 
to the LORD and said, “ O LORD 
my God, I pray, let this child’s soul 
come back to him.” Then the LORD 
heard the voice of Elijah; and the 
soul of the child came back to him 
and he revived. 

And Elijah took the child and 
brought him down from the upper 
room into the house, and gave him 
to his mother. And Elijah said, 
“See, your sin lives!” Then the 
woman said to Elijah, “Now by this 
I know that you are a man of God, 
and that the word of the LORD in 
your mouth is the truth.” Elijah 
pulled towards the young child and 
spiritually connected to the child 
who was revived! 

We need men of God to take their 
place, especially as mentors, youth 
pastors, pastors, men of God in 
our society. Homes are usually 
void of the father figures, so we 
all must pull up the obvious slack. 
The aforementioned text I has 
written was on the prophet Elijah 
that ministered to the widow of 
Zarephath. 

Her son had died, and God raised 
the child back to life using the 
prophet Elijah. In 2 Kings we have 
the Prophet Elisha, who ministered 
to the Shunammite woman. God 
raised her son back from the dead 
by Elisha in 2 Kings 4:32-37, “When 
Elisha came into the house, there 
was the child, lying dead on his bed. 
He went in therefore, shut the door 
behind the two of them, and prayed 
to the LORD. And he went up and 
lay on the child, and put his mouth 
on his mouth, his eyes on his eyes, 
and his hands on his hands; and he 
stretched himself out on the child, 
and the flesh of the child became 
warm. 

He returned and walked back and 
forth in the house, and again went 
up and stretched himself out on 
him; then the child sneezed seven 
times, and the child opened his 
eyes. And he called Gehazi and 
said, call this Shunammite woman.” 
So he called her. And when she 
came in to him, he said, “ Pick up 
your son.” So she went in, fell at his 
feet, and bowed to the ground; then 
she picked up her son and went 
out.” Elisha too, connected with the 

child and he revived! 

What we need is for men to connect 
with this young generation of 
youths to revived them in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Homes are 
broken because the men are not in 
the homes. It’s time to take our place 
within the homes. It’s time to take 
our rightful place in society and train 
up our children in the ways of God. 
Fathers are MOST WANTED! 

God is calling our men to take a 
stand against sin and the prevalent 
immorality in our 
land. We must pray 
and seek the face of 
God as men. Where 
are the fathers? Where 
are the godly men? 
It’s time to take our 
country back from 
the criminals! It’s 
time to rise up and 
reach our youths, 
fathers. We have a 

major problem here in the Bahamas. 
And it’s the lack of fathers within the 
homes. We need to pray. 

We need to seek God for a real, 
authentic change! We see mentors 
that mentored their protégés in 
the Bible; Paul mentored Timothy, 
Elijah mentored Elisha, Haggai 
mentored Zechariah, Peter mentored 
Mark. FATHERS MOST WANTED! 

But who mentoring our young men 
today?
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Acting Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance, the 
Hon. K. Peter Turnquest 
encouraged the new 
2018 graduating class of 
Galilee College to become 
entrepreneurs.

“My message to you today 
is about entrepreneurship. 
It is about being your own 
boss or inventing your 
own job. It might sound 
farfetched given the many challenges we 
know entrepreneurs face, but it is very 
possible. It is not necessarily easy. In fact, 
it takes a lot of hard work, passion, smarts 
and a willingness to make mistakes, take 
risks and to believe in yourself no matter 
what,” Acting Prime Minister Turnquest 
said at the graduation held at St. John’s 
Native Baptist Cathedral, Thursday, June 
21, 2018.
 
The Acting Prime Minister said he does 
not have the luxury of being his own 
boss anymore, because now he reports to 
the Bahamian people.However, he said 

the graduates have many opportunities 
before them to create their own jobs 
and be their own boss; finding great 
satisfaction in knowing they did not 
settle, they made their own way, brought 
their vision to life, set their own wage and 
determined their own path to success.
Acting Prime Minister Turnquest said 
the government believes in the power of 
entrepreneurs and in the power of small 
business, and wants to encourage and 
support those who want to open their 
own business.

 “The world is changing rapidly and 
The Bahamas, although 
small, is participating at 
a global level. We cannot 
afford to think small.

“We cannot afford to 
shrink behind the old 
ways of doing things. So 
by all means, I want you 
to break away from the 
time-honoured ways of 

doing things; from 
the mundane, 
generational cycle 
of graduate -- get a 
government job -- 
get a pension.”

He said, “I want 
you to aim higher. 
There is a world 
out there to explore 
and endless 

opportunities to be realised with what 
you have in your heads, hands and 
hearts. And even if you come into the 
public service, bring your new ideas and 
help us to innovate better solutions for 
the Bahamian people.”

 The Acting Prime Minister explained 
that the government is improving the 
ease of doing business, making it quick, 
easy and cost-free to start a new business.

“We are investing millions in the work of 
a Small Business Development Centre, 
and I literally mean millions: $25 million 
over the next few years so that this centre 
can be a resource to provide advisory 
and technical support and funding.”

Acting Prime Minister Turnquest said 
the government wants its investment 
to go directly to young Bahamians and 
entrepreneurs who will be the leaders 
and change-makers of tomorrow. 

enCOuraGInG COlleGe GraDuateS 
tO BeCOme entrepreneurS

In the darkness a spark is 
like a torch bright enough to 
appear to be the sun.
*
A new ensign, I was 
assigned duty at the Naval 
Observatory in Washington, 

D.C., and car-pooled to work with 
a veteran Marine sergeant. One 
afternoon, I showed him a pair of brown 
shoes I had purchased to go  with my 
khaki uniform. He examined the leather 
carefully. 
“Let me take these home,”   he said, 
“and I’ll show you a real Marine Corps 
shine.”
The next day I wore my old shoes, 
expecting to switch them with the ones 
the sergeant was polishing. From a 
grocery bag, Sarge pulled out the right 
shoe, shining like glass. 
“This is the way a Marine shines a shoe,” 
he said. 
“Now all you have to do is polish the left 
one to look like it.” 
*
One day a young man went up to 
the teller window at the bank and 
whispered, “Please deposit this hundred 
dollars in my savings account.”
The teller handled the transaction and 
whispered back, “Have a good day.
“The young man started to leave but 
turned back. “I’m sorry we have to 
whisper,” he said, “but if my car knows 
I’ve deposited money, it’ll break down 
again.” With his finger to his lips he 
tiptoed out.
*
A budget is just a method of worrying 
before you spend money, as well as 
afterward.
*
My daughter Dauna, had been 
teaching her Grade 3 and 4 students 
how pioneer families lived. They studied 
pioneer clothes and manners, as well as 
how they celebrated holidays. Dauna 
decided to prepare a pioneer dinner 
for her classes, with mothers helping to 
heat and serve the feast. At the end of 
the meal, one boy raised his hand.
“Yes, Michael?” Dauna asked.
“Oh, Mrs. Meeks! This was the best 
dinner I’ve ever had in my life! You 
shouldn’t be a teacher; you should be 
looking after our cafeteria!” 
*
The best way to predict the future is to 
create it. 
*
“One of our co-workers went missing for 
a few hours, and we tore up the place 
looking for him. The boss finally found 
him fast asleep. Rather than wake him, 
he quietly placed a note on the man’s 
chest...
“As long as you’re asleep,” it read, “you 
have a job. But as soon as you wake up, 
you’re fired!” 
*
How do you tell when you run out of 
invisible ink?
*
Recently in traffic court, a man who 
received an expensive parking ticket 
testified that a uniformed policeman 
had given his OK for the man to park 
there. The Judge asked the man if he 
would recognize the officer if he ever 
saw him again, and the man replied 
that he would. The Judge then said, 
“Good. When you see the officer again, 
tell him he owes you 157 dollars. Next...”
*
Birthdays are good for you; the more 
you have, the longer you live.
*
Two blondes were driving along a road 
by a wheat field when they saw a 
blonde in the middle of the field rowing 
a row boat. The driver blonde turned 
to her friend and said “You know - it’s 
blondes like that that give us a bad 
name!”
To this, the other blonde replies “I know 
it, and if I knew how to swim, I’d go out 
there and drown her.”
*
Two tourists were driving through 
Louisiana. As they were approaching 
Natchitoches, they started arguing 
about the pronunciation of the town. 
They argued back and forth until 
they stopped for lunch. As they stood 
at the counter, one tourist asked the 
employee, “Before we order, could you 
please settle an argument for us? Would 
you please pronounce where we are... 
very slowly?” The girl leaned over the 
counter and said, “Burrrrrrrr, gerrrrrrr, 
Kiiiiing.”
*
Two boxers are in a boxing match 
(regular boxing, not kick boxing). The 
fight is scheduled for 12 rounds but ends 
after 6 rounds, after one boxer knocks 
out the other boxer. 
Yet no man throws a 
punch. How is this possible?
They were women boxing.
*
Love yourself accept yourself forgive 
yourself and be good to yourself, 
because without you the rest of 
us are without a source of many 
wonderful things.
*
You can become every courageous 
inch of yourself, 
your own heroine, but you have to act. 
No one can 
do this for you. It’s up to you.
*
Aim at the sun and you may not reach 
it; but your arrow will fly far higher than if 
you had aimed at an object on a level 
with yourself.
*
A husband is someone who takes out the 
trash and gives the impression he just 
cleaned the whole house.
*
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“We clear the harbor and the wind 
catches her sails and my beautiful 
ship leans over ever so gracefully, and 
her elegant bow cuts cleanly into the 
increasing chop of the waves” a quote by 
L.A. Meyer that describes his pure joy 
of sailing, a joy which many Bahamians 
love and enjoy too.

The 2018 Regatta season officially kicked 
off this past April with the launch of 
the Exuma Island Regatta. The Grand 
Bahama Regatta committee for 2018 
are pleased to announce plans for 
Homecoming and Regatta Weekend on 
July 20th - 22nd, 2018.  According to 
Regatta Committee Chairman, Cherivita 
Campbell, “the regatta weekend is all 
about promoting the sport of sailing 
and encouraging more Bahamians to get 
involved in this national pastime.”

This year in the C Class, teams will be 
coming in from Exuma (Termite & 
Golden Girls), Long Island (Sacrifice) 
and 6 boats from New Providence. For 
the past few years the Grand Bahama 
Sailing Club has also participated in 
the Regatta, creating a  junior division 
sailing Opti’s or Lasers. 

The regatta committee is also hoping to 
find sponsors to assist with obtaining 
more C and E class sailing boats for the 
event.  It is the hope of the committee 
to allow young sailors the chance to 
sail in these sloops, and that the older 

Bahamian sailors use in this regatta to 
potentially form their own teams in the 
future. 

“Regattas have always been a family 
event whether it’s coming out to watch 
or participating in the Regatta,” said 
Campbell. “In order to keep these 
regattas going strong we need more 
people participating each year as we 
host this event”.  “Our on-shore activities 
include watermelon eating contest, 
beach volleyball, beer drinking contest 
and other native games.  This will be 
led by Mr. Jeffery Pinder – ‘Mr. Native’ 
himself. “

Besides sailing, the Regatta team is also 
organizing other events for the weekend 
including the annual Skipper’s Party 
at Out To Sea, a Beach Party at Pirates 
Cove, and Pre and After parties at LC’s to 
name a few.  We welcome other hot spots 
to get onboard.

Long time Regatta Committee 
member, Ms. Janet ‘Liz’ Grant, of The 
Broadcasting Corportion, ZNS will be 
awarded this year’s 2018 Honoree award. 
Liz is affectionately known as the first 
female honoree of a male dominated 
sport. The weekend will also feature local 
musical talent through the production 
of Rock The Bahamas, Bahamian talent 
search set for Saturday night at no cost 
and of course booths of great Bahamian 
delicacies throughout the island.

The projected cost of this year’s regatta 
weekend is estimated at over eighty 
thousand dollars. Helping assist the 
committee, sponsors in monetary and 
in kind are: the Ministry of Agriculture 
& Marine Resources, Grand Bahama 
Port Authority, FOCOL, Polymers 
International, Pelican Bay, Taino Beach 
Resort, Uncle P’s, X-treme Car Auto 
and Rental, Tropical Shipping, Shift Car 
Rental (Nassau), Ministry of Tourism, 
Out To Sea, Ministry of Grand Bahama, 
Barefoot Marketing, AYE! Bahamas 
App, Pollo Tropical, BWA, OnPoint 
Graphics, Claire’s Janitorial Services and 
Control Chemicals. In addition to this, 
the committee partners with the Royal 
Bahamas Police Force, Royal Bahamas 
Defense Force, Red Cross, Public Health 
Authority, and Keavliers Kleaners, LC’s 
Cabana to make the event happen. 

“We are still seeking sponsors for this 
weekend,” said Campbell. “Whether it’s 
funds or services, all donations will be 
greatly appreciated and help pull off this 
national event.” 

To learn more about the GB Regatta 
and & Homecoming Weekend, persons 
are invited to click on their  Facebook 
page ‘Grand Bahama Regatta & 
Homecoming’, or contact Campbell and 
her team at 1(242) 443-5873. 

GranD  Bahama  reGatta
 IS  Set  fOr  July

Live Life Love
A cement mixer collided with 
a prison van.
Be on the lookout for 
hardened criminals.
*
A hillbilly woman was asked 

by the town banker to open a bank 
account. She declined, saying, “I 
keep my money safe to the house.”
The banker said, “You’ve got four 
strapping sons. 
Don’t they try to get at your bankroll 
once in a while?”
The hillbilly woman said, “I keep it where 
they won’t find it.”
“Where would that be?”
“Under the soap!” 
*
Can a man legally marry his widow’s 
sister in the state of California?
No, he’s dead
*
Q: How do fathers exercise on the 
beach? 
A: By sucking in their stomachs every 
time they see a bikini.
*
Q: How do you know your dad is 
planning for the future? 
A: He buys two cases of beer instead of 
one.
*
Q: How do you scare a divorced dad? 
A: Sneak up behind him and start 
throwing rice!
*
Q: Why don’t some fathers have a mid-
life crisis? 
A: They’re stuck in adolescence.
*
Q: Why are Fathers like parking spaces? 
A: The good ones are already taken!
*
A guy walks into a bar with a small dog. 
The bartender said, “Get out of here with 
that dog.” The guy said, “But this isn’t just 
any dog. This dog can play the piano.” 
The bartender replied, “Well, if he can 
play that piano, you both can stay and 
have a drink on the house.”So the guy 
sat the dog on the piano stool, and the 
dog started playing. Ragtime, 
Mozart, Philip Glass .
..and the bartender and all of the 
patrons enjoyed the music. Suddenly a 
bigger dog ran in, grabbed the small 
dog by the scruff of the neck, and 
dragged him out. The bartender asked 
the guy, 

“What the heck was that all about?” The 
guy replied, “Oh, that was his mother. 
She wanted him to be a doctor.”
*
A husband is someone who takes out the 
trash and gives the impression he just 
cleaned the whole house.
*
The plane was only half-full. When an 
attractive young woman asked if the 
seat next to mine was free, my male 
ego soared. Soon we were chatting 
pleasantly, and she told me it was her 
first flight.
“Mom said to sit next to someone I 
thought I could trust,” she confessed 
nervously, “and you look just like my 
dad.”
*
Karl listened from the other room as his 
wife Holly patiently said to their five-
year-old, “Please pick up your toys, 
Maureen.” After a few minutes, Holly 
again reminded their daughter. Finally 
Holly asked, “Why aren’t you picking 
your things up?” Karl rolled his eyes 
when he heard Maureen answer, “I’m 
playing house and I’m the dad, so I 
don’t know where anything goes.” 
*
The flight attendant watched a 
passenger try to stuff his hopelessly 
overloaded bags into the overhead 
bin. Finally she informed him that he 
would have to check the oversized 
luggage.
“When I fly other airlines,” he said 
irritably, “I never have this problem!”
She smiled and said, “Sir, when you fly 
other airlines, I don’t have this problem 
either.”
*
A cement mixer collided with a prison 
van.Be on the lookout for hardened 
criminals.
*
A hillbilly woman was asked by the town 
banker to open a bank account. She 
declined, saying, “I keep my money 
safe to the house.”
The banker said, “You’ve got four 
strapping sons. Don’t they try to get at 
your bankroll once in a while?”
The hillbilly woman said, “I keep it where 
they won’t find it.”
“Where would that be?”
“Under the soap!” 
*
Can a man legally marry his widow’s 
sister in the state of California?
No, he’s dead
*
Q: How do fathers exercise on the 
beach? 
A: By sucking in their stomachs every 
time they see a bikini.
*
Q: How do you know your dad is 
planning for the future? 
A: He buys two cases of beer instead of 
one.
*
Q: How do you scare a divorced dad? 
A: Sneak up behind him and start 
throwing rice!
*
Q: Why don’t some fathers have a mid-
life crisis? 
A: They’re stuck in adolescence.
*
Q: Why are Fathers like parking spaces? 
A: The good ones are already taken!

Don’t hang yer basket higher than you can reach ‘em.
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Sipsip (noun): If you’ve been away from the island for a while 
and want to catch up on what you’ve missed, you may ask a friend 

to give you the “sipsip.” This is the Bahamian word for gossip, 
deriving from a simple repetition of the word.

  “So what’s been goin’ on, man? Gimme’ the sipsip.”
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Crossword SolutionSudoku Solution

Remember…you are not 
completely useless. 
You can always serve as a 
bad example. 
*
I broke my finger last week. 
On the other hand, I’m okay. 

*
Working in a mirror factory is something I 
can totally see myself doing. 

How does Moses make his coffee?
Hebrews it. 
*
Why do cows wear bells?
Because their horns don’t work.
*
What’s the difference between a well 
dressed man on a bike and a poorly 
dressed man on a unicycle?
Attire.
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Parallel lines have so much 
in common.
It’s a shame they will never 
meet. 
*
My wife accused me of 
being immature. 

I told her to get out of my fort.
* 
Women only call me ugly until they find 
out how much money I make. 
Then they call me ugly and poor. 
* 

What do you call a dog with no legs?
It doesn’t matter, it will never come. 
*
What’s green, fuzzy and if it fell out of a 
tree it would kill you?
A pool table. 
*
How do you find Will Smith in the snow?
You look for the fresh prints. 
*
I went to a very emotional wedding last 
weekend. 
Even the wedding cake was in tiers. 

Our family has a serious 
issue with diarrhea. 
I guess you could say it runs in our 
jeans. 
*
The the handicapped man who stole 
my purse. 
You can hide, but you can’t run. 
*
Someone stole my mood ring. 
I’m not sure how I feel about that. 
*
The first rule of Alzheimer’s club…

Is don’t talk about chess club.
*
I told my wife she was drawing on her 
eyebrows too high. 
She looked surprised. 
* 
I threw a boomerang a few years ago. 
Now I live in constant fear. 
*
You don’t need a parachute to go 
skydiving. 
You need a parachute to go skydiving 
twice. 
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