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BY TAMARA JUAREZ
Twelve-year-old Ty Promreuk and 

8-year-old Matthew Schoenthall 
are more than avid readers, sport 
fans and dedicated students. They 
are accomplished composers, piano 
prodigies and nationally recognized 
musicians.

On June 28, Chandler pianists Ty and 
Matthew eagerly demonstrated the 
extent of their musical abilities and 
delivered two powerful performances 
at the 2015 U.S. National Junior Original 
Concert.

The four-day event, held at the 
Cerritos Center for the Performing 
Arts in Cerritos, California, showcased 
the original compositions of 13 young 
artists from across the country 
and provided honorees with the 
opportunity to hone their music skills 
through a series of workshops and 
collaborative projects.

Ty and Matthew attend the East 
Valley Yamaha Music School in 
Chandler and were selected from more 
than 6,100 enrolled Yamaha Music 
School students in the United States. 
During the past decade, the East Valley 
Yamaha Music School has successfully 
contributed at least one musician each 
year for the Junior Original Concert, 
including Kylie Smith, who represented 
the United States at the 2014 
International Junior Original Concert in 

Tokyo.
“It feels amazing and crazy that I was 

picked,” said Matthew, a third grader at 
Chandler Traditional Academy. “I didn’t 
think I would get picked...I thought 
there was only going to be 20 people.” 

Both pianists are enrolled in special 
advanced classes that motivate 
students to compose one original song 
and prepare a repertoire to submit to 
Yamaha headquarters for consideration.

Ty’s original composition, 
“Shadowfire,” took six months to write 
and was inspired by the lonely feeling 
of a dark room lit by a single candle as 
it fades and brightens.

“I really, really, really, love my 
piece,” said Ty, a jazz and Latin music 
enthusiast. “This is probably the best 
piece I have done so far, and I always 
feel super charged after a rehearsal.” 
At the 2015 Junior Original Concert, Ty 
was accompanied by renowned violinist 
Joanna Lee and cellist Joon Sung Jun. 

Matthew’s original composition, 
“Patience’s Adventures in a Dream,” was 
inspired by his dog, Patience.

In addition to performing their 
own composition and participating in 
an ensemble, Junior Original Concert 
performers attended Yamaha Music 
Camp, a four-day series of workshops 
that served to encourage further 
improvement and nurture a greater 
appreciation for music.

Piano prodigies perform  
at Junior Original Concert

“It was amazing,” Ty said regarding 
her camp experience. “We did 
ensemble, some vocal, there was a 
percussion class and a composition 
class. I really enjoyed getting to make 
good music with so many incredible 
people from all over the country.”

Getting to watch Matthew and Ty 
perform at Yamaha’s prestigious concert 
was a very moving experience for 
the two families. They felt extremely 
proud and excited to see their children 
receive recognition for all their hard 
work.

“The biggest thing was not the 
performance itself,” explained Ty’s 
mother, Supamas Sirichotiyakul. “It’s 
what she had to go through and the 
kind of work and things that she 
learned—to be proud of it.”

According to the students’ mothers, 
seeing their little musicians have fun 
while learning from people who share 
the same passion made every long day 
of practice worthwhile. 

Heidi Grimes, director of the East 
Valley Yamaha Music School, and 
Tomoko Yonemaru, a life-long pianist 

Ty Promreuk, 12, has been playing the piano since she was 4,, loves to draw and paint, and has 
five large bookshelves dedicated to Rick Riordan, J.K. Rowling and other popular fantasy writers. 
Promreuk is a student at Chandler-Gilbert Community College and hopes to be selected as a 
U.S. representative for the International Junior Original Concert in Tokyo, Japan, within the next 
three years. Submitted photo
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…The common denominator between young children and the love of reading.

from Kyoshu, Japan, began working with 
both students at the age of 4 and were 
equally thrilled to see Ty and Matthew 
reach new heights in their musical 
careers. 

As certified Yamaha piano 
instructors, Grimes and Yonemaru 
assured that the two musicians knew 
more than how to build and play 
a musical phrase, but also how to 
incorporate music and creativity into 
everyday life.

“They have to decide how they want 

to use music in their life. How they 
want to experience it,” said Yonemaru, 
a former Junior Original Concert 
participant. 

With the guidance and support of 
their instructors and family, Ty and 
Matthew hope to be selected as U.S. 
representatives for the International 
Junior Original Concert in Japan.

Tamara Juarez is an intern for the 
SanTan Sun News. She can be reached at 
tamara@santansun.com. 

During his spare time, Matthew Schoenthall  
enjoys watching sports such as soccer, 
football and tennis. He would like to become 
a veterinarian when he grows up and enjoys 
the thought of playing the piano to calm ill 
animals. Submitted photo

Ty Promreuk has attended the East Valley 
Yamaha Music School for the past eight 
years, and participates in advanced music 
classes that allow her to improve her playing 
skills through music composition and theory. 
Submitted photo

Eight-year-old Matthew Schoenthall has been 
paying the piano for half of his life and hopes 
to be chosen as the U.S. representative for the 
International Junior Original Concert in Tokyo, 
Japan.Submitted photo

At Yamaha’s request, Ty Promreuk and her musical instructor, Tomoko Yonemeru, worked on a 
special arrangement of “Shadowfire” for the 2015 U.S. National Junior Original Concert, which 
featured a cello and violin.  Submitted photo
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