
Advocate hears “I Just Want to be a Kid” 

 

 

By Dawn Natzke, CASA Advocate 

 

I first heard about CASA from a fellow student and CASA volunteer, while I was an undergrad 

in Social Work in 2008. I went through the training and was sworn in as a CASA in December, 

2008. During my training, I saw that CASA volunteer Advocates come from all walks of life. A 

commonality is that we all care about children and we want to make a positive impact. 

 

I am a mother of four, a former special needs foster parent (which led to the adoption of my two 

daughters, Breanna and Brittany – expanding my family of my two sons, Brett and Jake), a new 

grandma of one (Miah), a Social Worker, and a CASA Advocate. Each of my roles has caused 

my heart to open up wider even when I thought it was already full. 

 

One of the things that I have witnessed with children is that they can be extremely forgiving, 

resilient, and optimistic. Many have a strong sense 

 

of family values and stick together even though to outsiders, things may seem to be 

dysfunctional. Regarding my last CASA case, I said, “[They] seem determined to accept 

whatever life may throw at them without ever giving up hope.” and “I sincerely think that they 

will get through whatever challenges may arise in their lives.”  I have often said that I 

wondered who got more out of our visits: Me? Or the children? 

 

I heard from my CASA kids many times: “I just want to be a kid”. I remembered that as I 

looked forward to my weekly visits of not only talking with the children, but also playing board 

games, video games, crafts, decorating cookies, celebrating birthdays, laughing and acting silly. 

I know that some of the best conversations happen during play time when everyone is relaxed 

and the focus isn’t on, “Let’s talk”, but rather, “Let’s play and have fun”. Our CASA visits have 

helped to set aside time for fun for the children, even when life’s events may not be exactly as 

they would like them to be. 

 

It is extremely rewarding to be a CASA. I hope that I have made a positive impact in the lives of 

the children; I know that every one of them has made a positive impact in my life. I will always 

remember asking my CASA kids during one of our final visits if we should end our visits on a 

certain date or if we should add one more on the date that the case was closing. One of them 

asked, “Is it ok if we have one more visit?” Of course, I was honored to be asked to come back 

for that visit. I will also remember the heartfelt words of, “I’ll miss you, Dawn” and the hugs 

goodbye. 

 

The best things about being a CASA volunteer Advocate are the relationships that develop, the 

rapport that is built, and the evolution of the children during the course of the relationship. As 

I’ve said above, I’ve often wondered who gets more out of our CASA visits: Me or the children? 



I know that with each CASA relationship, my heart expands even more, yet always has room to 

grow 


