
From the Bench – Judge Zakowski – April 2014 

By: The Honorable John P. Zakowski, Brown County Circuit Court Judge 

As the new CASA Advocates are sworn in, we see constant reminders of a proportional phenomena: 

as the number of CASA volunteers grows, so does the need.  There are increasing numbers of 

cases in the juvenile system where  it is not only 

appropriate, but necessary that a CASA volunteer be appointed. 

There are certain trends we are seeing in the types of CHIPS cases (Children In Need of Protection 

and Services) which are in the court system. We are seeing more children born addicted to opiates 

of which heroin is a potential source. It is very frustrating to see the number of heroin mothers in the 

court system.  They usually have a substantial drug history which means they face significant 

hurdles to overcome before the children can be safely placed back in their homes.  Their drug use 

often affects their ability to adequately care for their children including providing proper medical 

attention.  In one such case the child reported “I don’t like living with mom because she does bad 

things” and “mom just drives around looking for drugs.” 

We are appointing CASA volunteers in these increasing numbers of infant cases. Even though the 

child is obviously too young to communicate, the CASA individual still is involved with the foster 

parents, observing visits with the mother and noting their observations. Social workers have testified 

in court that one of the most crucial conditions of a dispositional order which a parent must meet in 

order to successfully reunite with their children are the visitations.  Sadly, many parents miss their 

scheduled appointments, cut their visitations short or have negative visitation experiences.  It is 

important for the court to know the status of the visitations.  When we ask the mothers in court how 

the visitations are going, the CASA report can verify the accuracy of their answer.  This type of 

information is also used to evaluate the proposed permanency goal during a permanency plan 

review which occurs every six months as the system monitors the progress of the CHIPS case. 



There is also an increased number of referrals where the child’s parent has a drinking 

problem.  They are driving their young children between school, day care and home. These young 

children are themselves telling CASA volunteers and social workers of their fear and anger at their 

caregiver’s excessive drinking. 

We are also seeing a rise in the number of child abuse cases which are the basis for a CHIPS 

petition. The family dynamics of an abuse case are often different than dealing with a neglect 

case.  The situation can be very difficult for the children who are often blamed, scared and 

apprehensive about contact with their parent(s).  There have been a number of CASA reports I have 

read where the child either expresses their concerns about their parental relationships directly to the 

CASA worker, or the volunteer observes the interaction between parent and child. 

The information is useful to the court and perhaps more important is the positive relationship that 

develops between the child and the CASA. 

Please remember that your reports are read and greatly appreciated by the judges. 

 


