
Advocate Profile: Cheri Salmon 

Please share a little background about yourself.  Family, Career, 

Hobbies, etc… 

I grew up in Green Bay and received my bachelors degree from UW LaCrosse.  I am married, have 

5 children between the ages of 10-30, a golden retriever and a leopard gecko named Frankie!  My 

career at Wisconsin Public Service began 30 years ago as a college student and I have held many 

positions over the years.  I love to travel and experience new cultures and I’m an avid reader, when I 

can fit it in. 

How did you first learn about CASA of Brown County? 

My family has been a part of the Pals Program for many years and we took our pal to an event 

sponsored by CASA.  At the event, I ran into a co-worker that served on the CASA Corporate Board 

and after many questions about the organization, I was hooked!  CASA meant I could enjoy my 

passion for helping abused/neglected children as well as my interest in law.  Visiting the kids and 

advocating for what is in their best interest in the court and other settings helps to pave the way for a 

better future. 

Why did you choose to become a CASA Volunteer Advocate and how long ago did you begin? 

I have been a CASA advocate for almost three years and I am on my second case.  In all of my 

volunteer work with kids, I have always received so much more than what I gave.  Watching the kids 

light up at the visit, and knowing that I am providing a consistent presence in their lives is so 



important for these kids.  Just reading books with them or playing outside, I can monitor how they 

are doing and if I need to advocate for them in any way.  I look forward to our visits as much as they 

do! 

What are some of the activities you enjoy doing with your CASA child/children? 

I have a goodie bag that I take with me to the visits and I usually add a few fun items at each visit.  I 

have finger puppets, books, cards, chalk, bubbles, colors, etc. so we never run out of something to 

do.  The kids charge at me when I arrive to see what is in the bag.. makes it fun for all of us.  At a 

visit last summer, I brought about a dozen jump ropes that my daughter had laying around the 

garage, and the kids from all over the neighborhood came running! 

What do you most enjoy about being a CASA Advocate? 

For me, it is when I sit in the courtroom and I know that the judge is basing some of the decisions off 

of the monthly reports that I had submitted.  To know that I can help make a difference in a young 

person’s life that will lead towards a positive end result keeps me coming back for more. 

Has volunteering as a CASA Advocate changed your life in any way? 

From my CASA involvement, our family decided to get licensed for foster care.  We have had two 

little ones in our family and it has been a great experience for the entire family.  Also, the CASA staff 

and other advocates are the most warm and welcoming group I have ever met.  For anyone new to 

Brown County or that is looking for some wonderful people to interact with and shares a passion for 

helping kids, I highly recommend becoming a CASA advocate. 

 


