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Dear Representatives of the NGO Forum on ADB, 

Thank you for your letter and for bringing this incident to my attention. I have been asked to 
respond to your letter on behalf of President Kim. 

The World Bank Group supports the right of civil society organizations and their representatives 
to peacefully assemble. During the Spring and Annual Meetings of the World Bank Group and 
the International Monetary Fund, we facilitate the participation of civil society organizations in 
our meetings, including through their participation in the Civil Society Policy Forum. During our 
most recent meetings in Bali, our support for civil society organizations was conveyed in high 
level statements from President Kim during the civil society organizations Town Hall, as well as 
in bilateral meetings between civil society and World Bank Group Senior Management. 

In the lead up to the Annual Meetings in Bali, we worked closely with the Indonesian 
Government to ensure a shared understanding of the importance of the presence and participation 
of a diverse civil society community at the Meetings. When this incident was brought to the 
attention of my staff, immediate steps were taken to contact the Indonesian authorities and 
request the return of passports of participants which they did, and we urged the authorities to 
ensure that such actions be avoided in the future. 

Thank you for your vigilance and sustained engagement in ensuring our projects and programs 
are inclusive, open, and transparent. Civil society organizations are an invaluable partner of the 
World Bank Group and we remain dedicated to working with all of you in our joint commitment 
to end extreme poverty and promote shared prosperity. 

I would be grateful if you can share this response with other signatories of the letter. 
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