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The thesis that law is an artifact has several implications: that the instantiations of law have authors 
and are intentionally created, that law has a function, that law is a special type of artifact, i.e. an 
institutional, abstract, public and social artifact, and that law cannot exist if it is not socially  
efficacious. The inquires into the artifactual character of law that reveal these implications seem to 
have some potential payoffs for the understanding of law (e.g., of the dynamic character of law, 
contingency of the concept of law and law's properties, and normativity of law) and of our epistemic 
relation to law (e.g., of the immunity from massive error about what law is). They also seem to have an 
impact on the jurisprudential methodology (e.g., by directing us to non-essentialist ontological 
inquires into law, emphasizing the functional explanation of law and the need to combine conceptual 
analysis and experimental philosophy, and opening up the possibility for the project of prescribing 
conceptual revision) and to accommodate some of the seemingly opposed insights of the current 
theories of law (e.g., by accounting in a coherent way for both the objectivity of law and its 
effectiveness). The proposed workshop aims at inquiring into the abovementioned potential payoffs 
of the artifact theory of law, as well as to further explore and evaluate the idea that law is an artifact 
and its important implications for legal theory. 
 
Interested speakers are welcome to send an abstract of their presentation (max. 500 words, 
references excluded) by the 1st of March 2019 to lburazin@pravo.hr; corrado.roversi@unibo.it and 
himma@myuw.net. Selected speakers should send a paper by the 1st of June. Papers will be made 
available to all participants. 
 
This Special Workshop is organized and sponsored by Law-Language-Philosophy Research Network 
(www.pjf.uj.edu.pl). 
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