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PROJECT OUTLINE

The wheels of the bus go round and round…

INTRODUCTION 

ABOUT GILLO

ABOUT TOURING THEATRE

Hardly have we jumped off the bus and unpacked our bags from the final leg of last 

year's Gillo On The Go! tour (in March 2019), than it is time to start planning and 

putting together the next road trip with new performances and workshops to take to 

young audiences across the country! Truly, the wheels of the Natak Bus go round and 

round as fast as the weeks and months roll by!

This proposal outlines the features and components of the 'Gillo On The Go!' project in its 

third year and the estimated budget for its implementation.

Gillo Repertory Theatre is one of India's foremost theatre companies working exclusively 

in the area of Theatre for Young Audiences (TYA).

We create performing arts experiences that engage children and young adults with 

theatre in particular and the arts in general. Our work creates opportunities for children 

to develop deep and life-long connections with the arts. We have a group of adult 

performers who stage short and full length plays for children of different age groups. 

Since 2009 we have produced 20 plays in different languages and staged nearly 500 

shows for more than 95000 children across India. 

For many children in India, the opportunity to watch a play specifically created for 

them, is not one that they come across easily, due to several reasons, such as the 

remoteness of their locations from cities, the difficulty of access, issues of language and 

just the absence of performances reaching the 

spaces where these children are. 

The project 'Gillo On the Go' was launched in 

2017, with the objective of taking performances 

for children to such places.  Gillo was inspired to 

take this path by several legendry touring theatre 

troupes, who even today crisscross entire states on 

a 3-6 month performing itinerary, the only 

difference being that they have no performances 

for children.



A SUMMARY OF YEAR 1 AND YEAR 2 OF THIS PROJECT

In the first year (2017-18) of the Gillo On The Go! project, the tour covered 11 

locations in Karnataka over 15 days and reached an audience of over 2500 children and 

adults. The learnings and experiences on this tour helped us improve the programme 

design as well as expand our reach in Year 2 (2018-19). The project expanded to 2 

states, Maharashtra and Karnataka, (including covering 1 state over 2 phases to 

optimise the touring routes). Plays were created in the local languages (Marathi and 

Kannada, as applicable) so as to enable a greater connect with the audiences. 

Year 1 
(2017-18)

Year 2 (2018-19)

Parameters Karnataka Maharashtra  1 Karnataka Maharashtra 2

Days 15 12 22 9

Distance covered 2878 km 980 km 3119 km 610 km

No. of villages, towns, 
cities

11 13 18 2

Plays 3 3 3 2

Shows 19 21 41 13

Audience (children & 
adults)

2549 2121 4816 1425

Partner organisations 6 4 8 4

Schools 16 14 29 7

Workshop participants 
(children & adults)

533 284 462 660

Library sessions 8 5 4 2

Artists in Dialogue 79 - 85 -

GILLO ON THE GO! IN NUMBERS FOR YEAR 1 AND YEAR 2 OF THE PROJECT

OBJECTIVES OF GILLO ON THE GO! IN YEAR 3 (2019-20)

Ÿ Building a theatre-watching habit: by re-visiting all the schools and organisations.

Ÿ Expanding to cover new audiences: to include some new schools and communities.

Ÿ Making Theatre Accessible to all: by organising as many performances in government 

and rural schools, free of cost, for children with little or no access to theatre. 

Ÿ To strengthen and connect partner organisations: by enabling these organisations to 

together develop a regular calendar of theatre and arts based activities round the year.  

Ÿ To enable artists to connect: by sharing practices and experiences with each other.

Ÿ To encourage children to read and develop a love for books.

Ÿ To build sustainability into the project by conducting training for adult facilitators 

(teachers, educators, artists, care-givers) in each location covered by the natak bus.



COMPONENTS

1. Performances

2. Workshops for children and teachers

3. Artists-in-Dialogue sessions

4. A mobile library

2 to 4 short performances for different age 

groups of children and in different languages, 

so as to have age-appropriate content for the 

varied audiences whom we would be meeting.

- Short workshops for children of 45 - 60 

min duration immediately after a 

performance and connected to the theme 

and form of the performance

- Longer workshops (2 hours onwards) for 

children, with a focus on creative drama

- Workshops for teachers and educators (1-

2 hours) introducing ideas and concepts of

Arts in Education, and on using storytelling 

and drama in the classroom

These sessions are designed as artistic 

exchange workshops with the local arts 

community. 'Artists in Dialogue' is a session 

for informal sharing of approaches, work 

practice, challenges

and solutions between artists, educators and 

parents. It is a platform to exchange ideas 

and experiences, with the hope of building 

connections between artists, organisations 

and educators, hopefully leading to 

collaborations in the future, with a focus on 

children and young people.

The mobile library includes 100-150 books 

in English, Hindi, Urdu and the local 

language (Marathi / Kannada). The idea is to 

share with children the wonderful world of 

books, with beautiful illustrations and 

sensitive writing. Many books available to 

children in big cities are not at all available 

for children in small towns and villages. As 

we will be spending a lot of time at each 

place, we can create time slots and activities 

using the books.

A typical 'Gillo On The Go!' tour has 4 main components:



PART 1: GILLO ON THE GO - MAHARASHTRA - SEPT 2019

Proposed route

Partners

Plays

In numbers:

The Maharashtra component of Gillo On The Go! 

2019-20 is in parts of Pune and Satara districts. 

A hub-and-spoke type of implementation has 

been adopted, with the team staying in Pune city, 

and making daily trips in the Natak Bus to the 

various schools, community centres, etc. in the 

districts. 

All 5 project partners were part of the Gillo On The Go! 2018-19 project, so this will be our second year of 

engagement with them. 

Vanasthali Rural Development Centre 

Established in 1981, VRDC has completed 36 years of its work with rural children and rural semi-literate 

women. VRDC works in 9 districts of Maharashtra and has about 600 trained women working as teachers, 

carrying out various educational activities for more than 30000 children every year. 

Doorstep School

“The Society for Door Step Schools” commonly known as Door Step School was established in Mumbai in 

1988 and later expanded in Pune in 1993 with the aim of addressing illiteracy amongst the marginalized 

sections of society. The school provides education and support to the often-forgotten children of pavement 

and slum dwellers, construction site families and many other underprivileged families. 

Swadhar IDWC (Institute for Development of Women & Children)

In the year 1995, Swadhar IDWC was founded in Pune as an organisation for the development of not just 

underprivileged women, but children too. It mainly works towards 1) empowering women, 2) providing 

support to children in need of protection and survival, and 3) the overall development of children, especially 

the girl child. 

Jidnyasa Learning Centre

Jidnyasa is an alternative educational centre in Kothrud Pune. Started with three children, Jidnyasa now 

has over 70 learners, children and adults alike, on a small plot with farms and animals, on the outskirts of 

Pune.  

The Company Theatre Workspace in Kamshet: 

This is a residency space built and run by The Company Theatre, one of Mumbai's leading theatre companies. 

They also run an outreach programme for the neighbouring gram panchayat schools.

1. Captain Coconut and the Case of the Missing Bananas - A numbers mystery! Marathi 

-English I 45 minutes I For ages 6 to 12 years

2. Story Quilt - A patchwork of 6 short stories - English I Hindi I Marathi I  15 min 

each  I  For ages 5-16 years. 

Shows: 25

Workshops: 11

Children and adults to reach: 3500

Distance to cover: 1200 kms

Duration: 15 days (13 – 27 Sept 2019)

Team members: 10



PART 2: GILLO ON THE GO - KARNATAKA - JAN-FEB 2020

Proposed route

Partners

Workshops for educators and theatre artists:

In numbers:

The emphasis this year will be on training and 

capacity building of the facilitators 

(teachers/educators/parents/care-givers) at the 

partner organisations, to enable them to 

continue engaging with TYA in their 

communities. The programme has been 

designed with 3 intensive training sessions 

planned at 3 nodes (Mysore, Sheshagiri and 

Hegoddu) where the partner organisations will 

meet and work together with the Gillo team. 

Ninasam Theatre Institute, Hegoddu

This unique cultural organisation is located in the village of Heggodu in Sagar Taluk of the Shivamoga 

district. Founded by renowned dramatist and Magsaysay award winner, K V Subbanna, Ninasam has now 

branched out into several organisations such as the  Ninasam Theatre Institute, Ninasam Tirugata, Ninasam 

Foundation and others. 

Untitled Arts Foundation, Bengaluru

A not-for-profit organisation aimed to develop the creative potential, career development opportunities for 

artists and develop a wider audience for the arts. 

Buguri Community Library, Bengaluru and Mysore

This is a community library for children of the waste picker community, with centres in Bengaluru and 

Mysore. 

Swami Vivekanand Youth Movement, H. D. Kote

Swami Vivekananda Youth Movement is a development organization with centres across Karnataka. Started 

in 1984 by a group of doctors, the organization runs hospitals and schools for rural and adivasi 

communities.

Arivu Vidya Samsthe, Mysore

The Arivu school was established on a farm outside Mysore city in 2008. Arivu is a shared endeavor of a 

group of parents, teachers, students and citizens to explore possibilities of a better education system, a more 

sustainable life style and a culture of respect, joy and pride. 

Sheshagiri Kala Thanda (Sheshagiri, Haveri District)

Shri Prabhu Gorapanavar, a post master from the village of Sheshagiri, after attending the annual culture 

course at Ninasam in 1991, was so inspired by the work of K.V. Subanna that he came back to his village 

and set up the Sheshagiri Kala Thanda with the similar objective of creating a vibrant cultural community in 

his village. A flourishing and active theatre group and a well-designed theatre now function in this village of 

1400 residents in a tiny corner of Karnataka.

Week 1: workshops in Mysore and Sheshagiri

Week 2: workshop for theatre students at Heggodu

Week 3: joint workshop for all participants from Week 

1 & 2, at Heggodu

Shows: 12

Workshops for adults: 4 | Workshops for children: 4

Children and adults to reach: 2000

Distance to cover: 2250 kms

Duration: 21 days (26 Jan to 15 Feb 2020)

Team members: 5



GILLO FOUNDATION’s ‘Gillo Repertory Theatre’
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