Ewamian YarnUp!
EAC eNewsletter Nº 6

Ŋaya nhaŋgaya djurra Wamin
(I Welcome you all, Wamin People)
to our 6th Edition of Ewamian Yarnup.
COORDINATORS UPDATE
Welcome to the 6th edition of Yarn Up. What another busy last few months for EAC and
our sincere apologies that it's been almost 4 months since our last edition. Nevertheless,
the wheels are still turning and we are achieving our milestones and objectives, thanks to
the hard work and dedication of our Board, staff, rangers, Consultants, and other major
stakeholders who are all committed to seeing our vision and goals achieved for the
Ewamian community and in particular Talaroo IPA.
The Board has held 2 Board Meetings since our last Newsletter issues in May. The focus
for these meetings has largely been about advancing the Talaroo Hot Springs Tourism
Project and our Consultants Jim Gleeson and Birdy Bird have been instrumental in working
hard with myself and the Board to ensure that no stone is left unturned in our quest to reestablish Talaroo Hot Springs as one of the major tourism attractions in our region.
We have also been approached by some pastoralists who wish to develop projects and
upgrade their leases which therefore require tenure changes. As these changes will affect
our Native Title Rights and Interests an ILUA will need to be negotiated with each
pastoralist. EAC will keep Ewamian People updated on any further discussions.
There are also other major projects at varying levels of development occuring on Ewamian
country such as the Kidston Hydro-Solar Project and the Gilbert River Irrigation Project.
EAC continue to engage with all stakeholders when possible and are also discussing
possible partnerships also on a couple of projects including a research project.
A reminder also for those Ewamian People who have access to social media and the
internet to pass on any information to our Elders and other members of the community who
may not have this access. We always do our best to distribute Newsletters and Notices to
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all our members, and we apologise that sometimes they do not reach their destination due
to various reasons.
If you would like any further information please don't hesitate to contact me during office
hours 5 days a week or call me on my mobile 0427 921 189.

LANGUAGE REBIRTHING WORKSHOPS
We hope to conduct 1 more Language Committee Workshop before Christmas either
at Talaroo or the EAC Office to re-cap on what we have learnt so far and combine
our research into a Basic Dictionary so that it can be distributed amongst the
Ewamian community.
If anyone would like a copy of the Wordlist compiled so far for the Wamin language
please contact the office
Here's a sample:

Hello
Goodbye
Father
Mother
Woman
Man
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U’u
U’u
andja
yangan
ndoi
moa

Eagle
Kangaroo
Country
goanna
Boomerang
water

gurridjala
beran
wundu
gondjare
Na:l
gogo

TALAROO TOURISM PROJECT UPDATE
Positive Feedback on Talaroo Hot Springs Tourism Concept
We have been working behind the scenes to progress the Talaroo Hot Springs planning
and design stage. This work includes seeking funding from government agencies to
undertake the necessary studies to receive larger grant funding for the project, we
currently have three applications being assessed for funding. EAC are also building
awareness of the project with these funders and local tourism operators in order to
maintain strong relationships with those who can support the project in the future. We have
been getting advice from tourism providers about how we maximise our returns for the Hot
Springs development, while ensuring cultural and natural values of Hot Springs
and Talaroo are protected for community and future generations.
Access to and Protection of Ewamian cultural and art sites on other parts
of Country
Recently, we have been approached by pastoral lessees who have identified sites on
their properties and we will be working with these groups over the remainder of the year to
inspect and ensure sites are protected for future generations. We are also seeking to use
these sites and the relationships we build with the landholders, where possible, for our
broader tourism and employment aspirations for Ewamian people

RANGER PROGRAM
Over the last three months the Ewamian Rangers have confirmed the presence of
the feral rat Rattus rattus (as we all suspected!), sighted a rock wallaby and house
mice, found some rock art in the northern part of the property (a first for Talaroo) and
mapped scar trees and rock grooving’s.
Three new bird species have also been identified (Northern Fantail, Grey Falcon
and Ground Cuckoo-shrike) and the presence of the Orchard Swallowtail butterfly.
We have also been busy mapping and controlling rubber vine in the headwaters of
Collins creek, Spring creek and Bullock Creek and mustering cattle back into Ooralat.
Biodiversity surveys are continuing with new species being discovered for Talaroo
and data being recorded with a major survey scheduled for early 2018 which will
include small mammals, birds, reptiles and insects.
Cert III in Conservation and Land Management training has been set for November
and all rangers will participate. This training will be delivered at Talaroo.
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Ranger Thomas East with Gary Wilson conducting Bird Survey at Talaroo

MEMBERSHIP
Want to be kept up to date on Ewamian business and not yet a member? Please log
onto our website and download a Membership form and submit a membership
application. All new applications need to be endorsed by the Board of Directors at
Director’s Meetings.
If you are a member of EAC we are able to keep you up to date on Ewamian
business because we are able to contact you, as well as other benefits such as
participate in cultural heritage clearances and other projects on Country when the
opportunities arise.
Financial Membership
A reminder also that if you want your voice to be heard and wish to have a say and
have your vote counted in decision making, it is important that you need to pay your
annual membership fee ($5.00), that's just one cup of coffee!!!. We welcome your
feedback at all times and we have a process by which you can do this (see our
website) and it is our DUTY of CARE to address any legitimate issues that our
members have.
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THANK YOU - KURANDA MEMBERS!!!!!
LIFE SATISFACTION SURVEYS
Indigenous Land Management Programs - JCU/EAC
On the 27th September our research Project continued with the JCU team, Dr Diane Jarvis
& Dr Natalie Stoeckl, assisted by Lyn Baily, Tania Casey and Jenny Lacey undertaking
further surveys in Kuranda at Centenary Park. The day was a great success and we thank
those Kuranda members who participated. We plan to undertake a final session for our
Mareeba members soon and will provide details on our facebook page.
The data collected from these surveys is very valuable and will be used to assess the cobenefits of the different types of land management projects across Northern Australia in
order to make recommendations to the government about how land management
programs can assist to improve the quality of life for Indigenous People.

NORTH QUEENSLAND LAND COUNCIL –
Future Acts Mining and Exploration UNIT WORKSHOP
REFERENCE GROUP MEETING

EAC Newsletter #6

pg. 5

A FAME Reference Group have participated in a FAME PBC Workshop (June) and a PBC
Summit (August), both held in Cairns and more recently attended a Native Title and
Economics Conference with the North Queensland Land Council in Melbourne. The theme
of this Conference was Reconciliation Action Plans and Opportunities for Indigenous
Enterprise. Board Members also participated int he Workshop and Summit.
At the PBC Summit held in August we were very privileged to have a presentation from
Professor Megan Davis who is a member of the Referendum Council appointed by the
Prime Minister and a member of the Expert Panel on Constitutional Recognition of
Indigenous Australians, who presented the Uluru Statement signed by the delegates who
attended the Uluru Convention on May 26, 2017. For more information please
visit https://www.referendumcouncil.org.au/
The role of the FAME Reference Group is to work with the North Queensland Land
Council FAME unit (Rhonda Jacobsen and Jules Taylor), as a direct voice on behalf of the
4 groups mainly affected by mining and exploration and also the wider TO regional groups
to have input into government policy and legislation that is related to mining and
exploration.
The NQLC publishes detailed information about the work that the FAME Reference Group
do to keep all PBCs informed in their quarterly publication of Messagestick. If you would
like to receive a copy of Messagestick please contact the NQLC on 4042 7000.

(L-R) Alwyn Lyall (Western Yalanji) and Sharon Prior, holding the Uluru Statement from the Heart
signed by the Uluru Convention Delegates.

CONGRATULATIONS BROOK LACEY!
Brook is 13 years old and lives in Brisbane. Brook is the daughter of Warren Lacey (son
of Bonnie Prior (dec) (nee Lacey) and partner Rebecca.
Brook has been chosen to be the face of a new teenage designer range called Harper Bee
which is opening its first stores recently in Toowoomba and Chermside in Brisbane.
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Visit their website to find out more about Harper Bee and its
products http://www.harperbee.com.au

Working Bee at Talaroo
If anyone is interested in participating in a Working Bee at Talaroo please contact the
office to register your interest.
We would like to organise a group of Ewamian People who are willing to work hard
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and give Talaroo a 'Spring Clean' in and around the homestead. Due to the
homestead being vacant for long periods of time the spiders and creepy crawlies can
take over.
EAC will provide free transport, food and accommodation for anyone who wishes to
participate.
A date has not been set but we hope to undertake this work sometime in November.
Contact the office for more details and register your interest!!!

TALAROO IPA DEDICATION AND HANDOVER CEREMONY
Keep an eye on our facebook page for further updates coming soon. We anticipate
that this will now be held over until early next year due to the hot weather we are
experiencing and the upcoming wet season

REGIONAL MEETINGS AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
A further Newsletter will be issued soon with dates for our 2017 Meetings for North
Queensland and South Queensland Members
Your current Board of Directors are:
Ken Georgetown - Chairperson
David Hudson - Vice Chairperson
Barry Fisher - Director
Sue Prior - Director
Rachael Ham - Director
Clay Lingard - Director
Brian Bing - Director

Our Deadly Shirts!
We apologise that there are no TShirts available at this time but we will be placing
another bulk order in the near future. Thanks for your patience!!
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Our eNewsletters are a way of celebrating our
community, culture and heritage; we welcome
any stories you would like to share with the rest
of the Ewamian Community. If you would like
to congratulate someone on a recent
achievement or milestone
Please contact the office or email
admin@ewamian.com.au

A friendly reminder to keep the office up to date with your current contact details. If you
aren't receiving notices then we probably have the wrong address.
Go to the Contact Us tab on our website to update your details or call us on (07) 40922 555.
With your help EAC would like to pay our respects to our Elders Past and Present in
our eNewsletters. We welcome any information and stories you would like to share!
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