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SCRIPTURE:  Whatever is good and perfect comes down to us from God our Father, who created all the 
lights in the heavens. He never changes or casts a shifting shadow.  James 1:17 
 
 
Samuel set a large stone in the ground and named it Ebenezer, which means “stone of help,” declaring, “Thus far 
the LORD has helped us” (v. 12). The Ebenezer marked God’s help not only in the battle, but His help to the people 
since they entered the Promised Land so many years before. 

Each time the Israelites fell away, He intervened and was their help—their Redeemer. This is also true for us today. 
When we find ourselves in need of help, we cry out to God, and He intervenes. It’s not only because of His holiness 
and mercy that God redeems, but out of His love for us. 

As we look at all that took place in Israel for those 400 years, the marking of that time with the stone was 
monumental. This Ebenezer was a reminder of God’s incredible goodness and help to His people, regardless of 
their trials. Throughout their journey as a nation and as a people, He was their help. 

I don’t know about you, but the older I get the more reminders I need.  And although I shouldn’t, like the Israelites, 
I need reminders of God’s faithfulness to me and my family. This year we want to make a Remembrance Jar that 
will be a reminder of God’s presence in the lives of our families.  By the end of 2019 we will have concrete moments 
and seasons where God was faithful. Even in the most difficult circumstances, God’s help can be seen. 

Recount to your family the story of how God helped the Israelites as they wandered through the desert for 40 
years. How He provided for them and how He helped them. Here is a suggested video of some of the ways God 
helped the Israelites  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Pjz5nrFWXk. but there are lots more on utube as well. 
Talk about I Sam 7:12 when Samuel set a stone to remind everyone who saw it of God’s faithfulness to them.   

 
 
ACTIVITY:  Remembrance Jar 
Starting in January, write down times where God “showed up” for you or a family member or friend on pieces of 
paper and put them in a jar or special box.  Get the kids to decorate it with stickers or color it with markers.  
These things should include:  goals that God helped your family accomplish, ways God answered prayers, what 
you learned about God, “LOL” moments, blessings, family fun times, ways your family showed God’s love helped, 
etc.   
 
 
 



 
 
Then on New Year’s Eve (Dec 31, 2019) make it part of your celebration to open the jar and read all the amazing 
things that happened to your family in 2019 and the great adventure God took you and your family on.  Remind 
your family of all the characteristics of God that he showed to you in 2019. You can make one of these for your 
whole family or you can do one for each member.   
 

  
There are lots of templates and examples of this on 
Pinterest.  
 You can make it as fancy or as simple as you 
want… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Here are some questions to encourage conversation while you decorate your jar or box: 

 
Questions for Younger kids: 

• What things do you want to do this year as a family? 
• What things do we need God’s help with this year? 

• How do we know that God wants to help us? 
 

Questions for Older kids: 
• What things do you want to accomplish this year? 

• Why do we need to include God in everything that happens in our family? 
• How will we know that God has helped us? 

 
 
PRAYER: 
Ask every family member to take a turn to pray at the beginning of this new year. Provide an opportunity to tell 
God that no matter what happens this year that you need His help and that He is invited into every aspect of your 
family.  Pray for people that God will place in your lives this year to help show His love and that your family will 
always give praise and thanks to God for His faithfulness. 
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