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We are The Creative Space Beirut
a free school for fashion design. 

We provide creative educational opportunities to 
passionate and talented individuals from low socio-
economic backgrounds across Lebanon.

CSB was founded in June 2011 by Parsons the New School for Design graduate, Sarah 
Hermez, and her former Parsons professor, Caroline Simonelli. While based in New York City, 
Caroline travels annually to work with CSB and our students. On June 22, 2012, CSB received 
official status as Lebanese non-profit company. 

Sarah Hermez is a Lebanese-Armenian fashion designer, born and raised in Kuwait. She 
pursued dual degrees in fashion design at Parsons the New School for Design and media/cul-
tural studies at Eugene Lang the New School for Liberal Arts in New York.  She moved to Beirut 
in 2010 and launched The Creative Space Beirut, merging the two worlds she is passionate 
about and bridging the social and the creative industries. She continues to direct the program 
and act as mentor to the students.

Caroline Simonelli is a Lebanese/American designer who teaches fashion design at Parsons 
the New School for Design in New York. Before teaching, Caroline had a long career as a fash-
ion designer in women’s dress apparel. Along with her own volume and couture collections, 
Large Sizes for Q V C, Bloomingdales and Saks Fifth Avenue, she was also Head Dress 
Designer at Liz Claiborne and Head Collection Designer at Mollie Parnis New York. 

We design.
Our goal is to guide the students through a progres-
sive and rigorous design curriculum, providing them 
with the tools required to realize their aspirations of 
becoming fashion designers.The process is a jour-
ney to make designers, not clothes.

We work together.
CSB is based on the collaboration of students 
coming from diverse backgrounds within Lebanon. 
In a country still recovering from strife, with 18 differ-
ent religious sects, CSB offers a haven of mutual 
acceptance and understanding that promotes 
equality through free education.

The Creative Space Beirut 
Achrafieh . Beirut

For more information visit 
creativespacebeirut.com 
or call +961-1-560583 
Monday thru Friday 9AM - 4PM

thecreativespacebeirut@gmail.com

Find Creative Space Beirut on Facebook 
and follow CreativeSpaceB on Twitter to 
get daily information and interact with us.



We do things differently.

Not only are we completely free and bring together 
individuals from varied socioeconomic back-
grounds, we also approach education with progres-
sive methods, giving creative freedom and encour-
aging peer to peer learning and teacher student 
exchange.  

We collaborate with others.

CSB persists through donations and the cooperation 
of others, featuring local and international designers 
and artists who volunteer their time to teach work-
shops and participate in various ways. New York 
based designers Derek Lam, Diane Von Fursten-
berg, Donna Karen's Urban Zen, and Mood Fabrics 
have donated high quality fabric. Additionally, 
Parsons the New School for Design in New York City, 
has committed to future and further collaboration.

We do this because...

Creative design is a tool that enables and empow-
ers our students to overcome the social and eco-
nomic challenges of their class by making the 
creative sector accessible and providing them with 
valuable, long term skills.

In order for design to fulfill its aims and serve as a 
tool of progress, it needs to be inclusive, incorporat-
ing the visions and voices of talents from the various 
class levels, reducing the discrepancies in the 
accessibility of the creative sector.

We exhibit.

We run as a three-year program. Each year is made 
up of two terms. At the end of each term, the 
students produce garments that are showcased and 
sold in a public exhibition, with 30% of the proceeds 
divided amongst the students. The remaining 
proceeds are used to fund the program. This way 
we are able to help sustain the free educational 
program while providing a modest income for our 
students.

March 2012 exhibition at Beirut Art Center (BAC).

Students hard at work preparing for an exhibition.

Examples of the Creative Space Beirut students 
designs from Term 4.



Term One
Duration: June 2011 - August 2011
Number of Students: 5

Term one served as the CSB pilot project held at Saifi Urban Gardens in the Gemayzeh district 
of Beirut. The pilot project was made possible through a generous donor contribution. 

CSB recruited students through the help of local NGOs and visits to the Palestinian refugee 
camps and additional low socio-economic neighborhoods throughout Lebanon. The students 
presented their portfolios to Sarah, in which she selected five of the most talented and dedicat-
ed. They’re skill levels varied from little technical skills to more experienced. 

Over the course of three months, five days a week, seven hours a day, co-founders Sarah and 
Caroline, taught foundational fashion design skills including sketching, draping, form, and 
hand-painting fabric, amongst additional subjects. Fabrics were generously donated by Donna 
Karan, New York.

The five participating students designed an original couture collection titled “ONE”, whose 
premier and auction was held at Saifi Urban Gardens. The entire collection of thirty pieces was 
successfully sold and generated revenue for CSB, with 30% revenue distributed amongst the 
students. The exhibition was attended by 300 people over the course of three days. Upon com-
pletion of the exhibition, students continued the term working to custom tailor each piece for its 
respective client. 

The incredibly impressive talent and dedication that the students displayed as well as the suc-
cess of the first exhibition encouraged the founders to pursue the growth of the project. Sarah 
continued to establish and promote the project on the ground, while Caroline lent her support 
from New York City, where she is based, while making a dedicated effort to return to Beirut 
annually. 

Professor Caroline Simonelli leads a 
lesson during the pilot project.

Students experiment with cowl tops on mannequins.
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Term Two
Duration: October 2011 - May 2012
Number of Students: 5

The second term of CSB began with a move to a new and larger studio in Geitawi, Beirut, 
where CSB is currently located. Due to the success of the pilot project and decision to contin-
ue with the establishment and development of a free school in fashion design, CSB required 
a permanent space in which to hold its courses and design its collections. The current studio 
includes space for students’ classes, fabric room, and administrative office.

Students returned excited and energetic. The development of their talent was evident in their 
work as they began exploring the idea of “The Woman” which served as the inspiration theme 
for the second collection.

Fulfilling the CSB goal of collaboration, the second term included Lebanese-Irish textile artist 
Denise Maroney, who volunteered her time to teach embroidery. Further, co-founder Caroline 
Simonelli returned to teach during the month of January. Additional classes focused on 
improving upon the students’ foundational skills as well as introducing pattern making. 

The second CSB collection, “The Woman” had its premier and auction at the Beirut Art Centre 
(BAC), a prestigious exhibition space, over the course of two weeks in March 2012. Over 400 
people attended the BAC sponsored exhibition. Simonelli returned for the exhibition joined by 
Parsons Assistant Dean of the Fashion Design Program, Yvonne Watson. Ms. Watson 
expressed strong interest in the project and dedication to assist in the growth of CSB. 

Alongside our collection, CSB displayed its first professional look-book photo shoot and 
documentary film. Both projects were voluntarily produced by filmmakers Roody Khalil, 
Karam Al Ghossein, photographer Tony Elieh and featured volunteer models. 

The collection sold twenty-five of thirty-five pieces. Income generated by the exhibition was 
divided amongst CSB and the student designers. Students completed the term working to 
custom tailor the pieces sold within the collection.

Derek Lam and Diane Von Furstenberg donated fabrics used during term two.
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Term Three
Duration: June 2012 - October 2012
Number of Students: 7

CSB continued to grow with the beginning of the third term and introduction of new students. 
Due to the success and media exposure of the first two terms, we no longer needed to seek 
out new students, as interested prospective students began to approach the program. Simi-
larly, media outlets contacted CSB as the project had generated interest across Lebanon.  

During the term, Parsons Dean of the Fashion Design Program, Simon Collins, visited the 
CSB space while sharing strong enthusiasm about the project and continuing dialogue 
between future Parsons and CSB collaboration. 
Students began the term with adopting “The Sea” as the inspiration theme for the next collec-
tion. During the third term, student designers received instruction from CSB co-founders 
Sarah Hermez and Caroline Simonelli. Students participated in integrated design courses in 
patternmaking, draping, and sketching.

The third collection, “Seascape” premiered in August 2012 with an exhibition and auction at 
concept store 6:05 at Depeche Mode in downtown Beirut, who also sponsored the event. The 
exhibition successfully sold half of its twenty pieces and was attended by an audience of 300 
people over the course of one week. Exhibition proceeds were divided between CSB and 
student designers. Mood Fabrics donated fabric used during the third term.

For the collection, CSB produced our first campaign video featuring volunteer models and in 
collaboration with filmmaker Roody Khalil.
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Live model drawing techniques led by Sarah Hermez. Some examples of students’ 
sketchbooks.



Term Four
Duration: February 2013 - June 2013
Number of Students: 8

In pattern with CSB growth, term four began with a greater number of students. CSB students 
began the term with a trip to the Lebanese village of Sawfar, which served as the inspiration 
theme for the fourth collection.

Financial growth also increased as we gained four additional sponsors, bringing the total to 
five generous, individual donors. 

Throughout the term, a number of local and international designers taught various courses at 
CSB, demonstrating that the art and design communities believe in the mission and impor-
tance of the project. Volunteer teachers included:

Denise Maroney, an NYC based artist, received a grant from the New York branch of an 
international arts non-profit organisation, CEC Arts Link to cover the expense of her salary 
and course, and taught comprehensive workshops on embroidery and silk manipulation.
Ghalia Boustani is fashion retail academic and consultant and taught a course in fashion 
branding and marketing.
Designer Ghita Abi-Hanna taught jewelry and accessory design.
Lara Khoury, a Beirut based designer, introduced the students to a conceptual course in 
volume.
Maria Atallah, a British-Lebanese designer, taught fashion history.
Missak Haji Adevikian, an Armenian-Lebanese designer, taught pattern making.
Nadine Mneimneh, a Lebanese designer, taught sewing and finishing techniques.

In addition, co-founder Caroline Simonelli returned to Beirut to teach a month long course on 
integrated design and patternmaking. 
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Painting on silk scarves, a lesson from New York 
City based artist Denise Maroney’s silk worshop.

Lebanese designer Nadine Mneimneh, a dedicated CSB volunteer teacher, 
conducts a sewing lesson.



Denise Maroney’s class resulted in a student exhibition of hand painted, silk scarves at the 
Bsous Silk Museum in Beirut. The exhibition took place from June-October 2013 and resulted 
in the sale of sixty scarves. 

The term culminated with the premier and auction of the “Sawfar” collection at Bokja Design 
Studio, who sponsored the exhibition. The event took place as part of Beirut Design Week 
and was attended by over 300 people over the course of two days. Parsons Assistant Dean 
of the Fashion Design Program, Yvonne Watson, attended the exhibition and met with CSB for 
a second time. Her trip was sponsored by Parsons and organized by CSB. Taking part in 
Beirut Design Week gained CSB unprecedented exposure within the design community and 
opened up channels of communication with designers and future collaborators. 

In addition, in collaboration with Lebanese photographer Nicolas el Hani, CSB created our 
first fashion editorial photo used for promotion of the Sawfar collection. 

The collection successfully sold twenty-three of forty pieces, generating revenue for CSB and 
the students. Upon completion of the exhibition, students completed the term custom tailor-
ing pieces sold during the exhibition.
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Present

The Creative Space Beirut is currently in its fifth and most dynamic term yet, with a total of 
nine students from various regions and communities of Lebanon.

For the first time, CSB is teaching first, second and third year students through integrated 
classes to accommodate various skill levels.

CSB aims to provide opportunities of employment within the organization. This year, one of 
our third year students, Baraa Al-Abdullah is an Assistant Sewing Teacher in addition to 
continuing her studies with CSB. Further, three of our students, Baraa Al-Abdullah, Nourhan 
Abdelatiff, and Rony El Helou participated in a month long internship with Bokja Design 
Studio this October. Their work was exhibited in holiday window displays in ABC malls in 
Achrafieh and Dbayeh, Beirut.

This term, students will be creating a collection based on the inspirational theme of Surreal-
ism. A number of local and international designers and artists, both new and returning, are 
volunteering their time to teach at CSB, forming a strong team of designers who are leading 
our students in developing their skills. 
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Print designer Timi Hayek looks over students’ live 
model sketches.

Term five’s collective inspiration wall, inspired by this years 
theme of surrealism. 



Annual Report

Term five teachers include:

Nicolas El Hani, a Lebanese photographer, is teaching an introductory course on inspiration 
and design.
Timi Hayek, a Lebanese fashion illustrator, is teaching a class on live model illustration.
Rayya Morcos, founder of the Lebanese brand Bird on a Wire, is teaching a conceptual 
course.
Rabih Salloum is teaching a course in Fashion History and Theory.
Nadine Mneimneh, a Lebanese designer, is teaching sewing and finishing techniques.
Missak Haji Adevikian, an Armenian-Lebanese designer, is teaching pattern making.
Co-founder Caroline Simonelli is teaching a course on integrated design during the month of 
June.

Currently, CSB employs two full time administrative staff. CSB is further continuing its previ-
ously established relationships with individual donors.

We are further developing additional partnerships and are currently in discussion with Dias-
pora Libanaise Oversees to contribute four student-designed gowns to a 2015 exhibition at 
Musée Galliera in Paris. The exhibition will focus on Lebanese fashion design and include 
renowned Lebanese designers such as Elie Saab and Rabih Kayrouz. 

Additionally, CSB is in discussion with Parsons Paris to establish a study exchange program 
between our two schools. 

CSB continues to receive enthusiastic local, regional and international media attention. To 
date, we have been featured in most major Lebanese newspapers and news channels, as 
well as international media such as Aljazeera, Marie Claire, Ragmag, Brownbook, and many 
more. 

Nicolas El Hani conducting a presentation on the history of design. The CSB family 2013 holiday photo.



Our Vision for the Future of CSB

Our short-term goals consist of acquiring a new and larger space to accommodate the con-
sistent growth of CSB, secure funding for permanent paid teachers, and continue our efforts 
to attain certification. CSB is currently in the process of applying for grants and seeking new 
partnerships. Further, we are in contact with the Lebanese Ministry of Education discussing 
paths to receive certification, an additional benefit for our students upon their graduation. 

In order to attain our long-term goal of self-sustainability, CSB seeks to become a two-dimen-
sional institution encompassing both a non-profit free design school and a separate for-profit 
design label. A percentage of the profits generated by the label will help fund the school. The 
label is scheduled to launch December 2014.

The educational program will train students in various fields of creative design, assist 
students in securing internships, compiling a portfolio, and develop a network within the field 
of design. Upon completion of the three-year program, students will have the opportunity to 
apply for positions as designers within the label or pursue employment with other design 
houses. The students also have a choice to become teachers with CSB. Thus, CSB not only 
provides educational but also employment opportunities and serves as a platform to launch a 
design career.  

The CSB educational program will function as a non-profit design program, which offers 
certification upon fulfillment of program requirements. The program will continue to be free to 
all participating students and cover costs of transportation. The program consists of three 
academic years, with each year including two terms. Students will receive training in all 
aspects of their particular chosen field of design while also obtaining work experience 
through the production of a yearly exhibition and commissioned pieces for private clients.

Through its two-tiered structure, CSB aims to provide talented and creative students from low 
socio-economic backgrounds with the tools to keep abreast with the progressive develop-
ments in Lebanon’s growing field of design. By paving the road through which our students 
gain a free quality creative education, as well as a platform from which to launch a career in 
design. We hope to become a leader of progressive education and promote equal opportuni-
ty in Lebanon’s creative industries.
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Expenses

Funding sources

1st Academic Year

- Office Supplies 

- Teaching Supplies

- Student Transportation

- Studio Rent

- Utilities and Maintenance

- Salaries

- Misc. (printing, translation, legal costs)

- Fabric Shipment

- Exhibition Cost

$ 1,006.00

$ 5,817.00

$ 8,616.00

$ 6,938.00

$ 5,068.00

$ 16,500.00

$ 2,540.00

$ 3,427.00

$ 7,995.00

2nd Academic Year

$ 435.67

$ 4,212.64

$ 9,174.53

$ 5,000.00

$ 3,533.00

$ 30,000.00

$ 662.00

$ 5,981.00

$ 875.00

Annual Budgets

3rd Academic Year

$ 167.59

$ 1,177.02

$ 8,011.40

$ 5,400.00

$ 5,295.90

$ 29,066.00

$ 3,932.00

$ 3,700.00

$ 3,783.00

- Exhibition Revenue (GROSS)***

- Exhibition Revenue (AFTER 
STUDENT PAYMENT)

- Sponsors

- Fundraiser

- Workshop Revenue

- Private Client Revenue***

- Private Client Revenue  (AFTER 
STUDENT PAYMENT)

$ 29,950.00

$ 19,950.00

$ 0

$ 5,000.00

$ 0

$ 0

$ 0

$ 6,050.00

$ 2,550.00

$ 30,000.00

$ 0

$ 420.00

$ 0

$ 0

$ 10,757.00

$ 9,847.02

$ 30,000.00

$ 0

$ 1,095.00

$ 1,400.00

$ 980.00

Cost per Student

*** Gross revenue not included in total.

$ 10,325.11
Term 1: 5 Students
Term 2: 7 Students

8 Students 9 Students

$ 7,484.23 $ 6,725.89

Total Expenses $ 59,119.00 $ 59,873.84 $ 60,532.91

Total $ 24,950.00 $ 32,970.00 $ 41,922.00

Net Finacial Result $ 0 $ 0 $ 0

Total Balance - $ 34,169.00 - $ 26,903.84 - $ 18,610.00
Personal Loan $ 34,169.00 $ 26,903.84 $ 18,610.00



Our Team

MENTORS
Co-founders and directors who guide the students throughout the program. 

Co-founder Sarah Hermez: Director, teacher and mentor to the students.
Co-founder Caroline Semonelli: Yearly visiting teacher.

ADMINISTRATION

Sarah Hunaidi, Karina Goulordava, Rania Dalloul

SPONSORS
Donna Karan, Derek Lam, Mood Fabrics, Diane Von Furstenberg, Nour Kaoukji, Parsons the New 
School for Design, Jamil Dada, Nabil Qaddumi, Samir Hermez, Anonymous Individual Sponsors

GUEST INSTRUCTORS
Diverse and talented designers and professionals volunteer their time to share their expertise with 
our students.

Denise Maroney: Silk lab/ textile
Ghalia Boustani: Fashion marketing
Ghita Abi-Hanna: Jewellery design
Lara Khoury: Conceptual design
Maria Atallah: Fashion History
Missak HajiAdevikian: Pattern Making

MEDIA
our media team is comprised of volunteer graphic designers, photographers and filmmakers who 
generously aid in creating our visual content.

Leen Sadder: Graphic design
George Rouhana: Graphic design / Film
Roody Khalil: Photographer / Filmmaker
Karam Al Ghossein: Filmmaker / Editor
Dina Mahmoud: Website Development

Nadine Mneimneh: technical sewing classes 
Nicolas El Hani: Integrated Design lecture
Timi Hayek: Drawing course
Rayya Morcos: Conceptual design
Rabih Salloum: Fashion theory
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