
President’s Annual Report: 2017 (for 2018 AGM) 
 
 
Once again, I am pleased to present this President’s report for our year of operations 
Feb 2017 to Feb 2018. It seems we continue to develop on our motto of “Fitness, Fun, 
and Friendship” 
 
I would like to acknowledge our Life Members, Gerry Green, Graham MacAuslane, 
and Wayne Cable and MSA Life Member Ivan Wingate, and thank them for their 
ongoing support. 
 
This has been a year of continued development and we once again find the Club in a 
great state. I firstly must thank my committee who have put in the work on your 
behalf. Some will be vacating the Committee and I thank them for volunteering their 
time….Sue Mac, Sue Johnson, and Colleen Wray the Club says thanks for your work. 
To those who will continue thanks for this year and goodluck in taking the club 
forward. Steve Ferguson, Mike Bennett, Jenny Rollin- Busby, Hazel and Greg 
Cochrane, Glenda Hurtado, Paul Jacklin 
 
We finished the year with 94 members which I think is our largest membership yet 
and now already boast 92 members for 2018,. The Club Challenge statistics show we 
were one of the top representative clubs in Pool competition, peaking with 42 
swimmers for our own Club challenge, which we won. We certainly threw out the 
gauntlet to the State Relay event for an honourable second place but with over 30 
swimmers it was a top representative effort. Whilst our other target Club Challenge 
swims had smaller representation the quality and competitiveness remained. Members 
were involved in the setting of a total 32 state records (Gerda Williams..15 and Jeff  
Rimmer 5). In a stellar year, Gerda also set 8 National records.  
 
I believe a Challenge for next years Committee will be to determine the memberships’ 
swimming needs in the pool and try to further support these in search of further 
growth as we have some excellent sprinters.  I must thank MARC’s   Adrian and his 
pool staff for the support that they have given our club. They have been very 
accommodating to our needs.  
 
 We are fortunate to have a committed panel of volunteer coaches and I would like to 
thank Mike and his panel Des, Wayne, Jen for their ongoing commitment. Our pool 
training sessions have struggled a little for numbers on Tues and Thursdays, although 
there have been  growing numbers in recent times. This will be a Challenge to rebuild 
a strong pool squad to support our sprinting and pool based membership.  
 
Our Ocean swimming has continued to grow peaking with close to 50 swimmers 
completing around 170km of swimming on one Feb  Saturday morning. Our new 
store room in the Doddi’s ablutions is much appreciated and we thank the City of 
Mandurah for their support. Our Doddis Dash is now a calendar highlight and 
fundraiser with over 40 feisty finishers. Last weekend saw 5 solo two duo and three 
teams have Mannas representatives in the Rotto swim, whilst a huge “43”completed 
the Busso Swim with many finishing in a Personal Best time  
 



Our Australia Day Swim was a bigger and better event than ever, bringing 229 
swimmers. Well done Steve, Wayne, Joel and the organising committee for this 
success. It was also brilliant to see so many club members involved with 33 
swimming and many more helping. Once again a large number were there at 6.am to 
set up and probably 40plus helpers on the post- race clean-up and chin-wag. 
 
As will be reported, our finances are strong. This year we have assisted the purchase 
of the Dolphin timing system ($6700), and paid for signs on the pool deck ($2200) as 
well as further shade,  Masters flag and general operating costs. Beyond this 
expenditure our finances remain buoyant with around $36000 in accounts. This gives 
future committees some flexibility and freedoms in their decisions. It was also great to 
raise around $1300 to support the Mandurah Kitchen for homeless, through our two 
fundraisers the Quiz-night and Doddis Dash. Great effort!! 
 
I would have to say that this was one of the best social years for the Club and I thank 
Glenda and her helpers for such events as Sundowners, Christmas in July, Quiz night, 
Beachside Christmas show, pizza nights… We seem to know how to enjoy ourselves 
when we get together, and take the Fun and Friendship seriously. 
 
Paul has been able to get us good local newspaper coverage and I applaud his media 
efforts all round. 
 
With changes to the laws on incorporation, we have had to look at updating our 
constitution to remain compliant. I thank Des for the hard yards done on this task. We 
decided to NOT bring these changes to this AGM, as we have time, but to wait till a 
template constitution is developed by MSWA to see if it can improve our own draft. 
Through Des’ work we are ready to “go” on this. 
 
Of course we had a significant loss this year with the passing of our Life Member Ken 
Phillips….Ken continued to give to the club to the end, completing the Quiz questions 
with John just a few weeks before his death. I believe the respect shown to Ken and 
his family at this time by our members was commensurate with our love of this 
wonderful clubman and friend and I thank our membership for this support. He is 
greatly missed. 
 
My other regret was in having the Nationals for this year moved back to Perth. I 
thought that Mandurah could have held a top meet, but not to be , and we move 
on…..I wish all those competing a great meet!...do us proud!! 
 
 
So to all members I say thanks for your support. I believe we are a healthy and robust 
Club which can look to the future with stability and confidence. Our ocean and pool 
swimming continues to exemplify our motto of “Fitness, Fun and Friendship” and I 
believe if we keep these front and centre we will continue to be a great Club. My best 
wishes to the new executive committee and my thanks for the opportunity to be 
President for a few years. I wish the new committee a successful year. 
 
 
Steve Crake..Feb 2018 


