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    THE 
     LION’S 

TALE 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
The Rev. Mark A. Kozielec, Rector 

4714 Clifton Ave 
St. Louis, MO 63109 

314/832-3588 
www.saintmarks-stl.org 

 

FEBRUARY 2019 
 

Bishop Search at  
St. Mark's 
Sunday, March 3rd 
11:15 a.m. 
 

The members of the 
Bishop Search/ 
Nominating Committee 
want to hear your voice. 
We are committed to 

receiving as much input as possible about 
how people in our congregations and ministry 
groups see our diocese, the work of the 
Episcopal Church in Missouri, and what you 
hope for and think we need in a new Bishop.  
 

The Bishop Search/Nominating Holy 
Listening Session for St Mark’s will be on 
Sunday, March 3 at 11:15 am. Childcare, 
including for babies, will be available. 
Facilitators will be Deacons Harry Leip and 
Chester Hines both members of the Bishop 
Search/Nominating Committee. 
 

Not able to be here on March 3rd? Then check 
out the Online Survey: (link at 
www.diocesemo.org/bishopsearch). This 
online survey will give you yet another 
opportunity to be heard. The link will remain 
active until Feb. 25th. 

NEWS FROM THE ANNUAL 
MEETING 

New vestry members for 3 year terms are: 
 Amanda Cashen 
 Doug Jeffery 
 Erica White  
New vestry member for a 2 year term is: 
 Lynn Heritage  
New Convention Delegate  
 (3 year term): Ellen Jeffery 
 (1 year term - Alternate) Jeanette 
 Schoenberg  
Our new Vestry officers are: 
 Sr. Warden: Kathleen Watts 
 Junior Warden: Otto Schoenberg 
 Clerk: Erica White 
 Treasurer: Greg Diekemper 

Meetings will continue to be held on the second 
Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the Proehl 
Conference Room. Next vestry meeting Feb. 12. 

Information on committees and groups 
including all financial reports is in the written 
report, including the descriptions and details of 
the External and Internal Ministries of St. 
Mark’s. For those who were unable to attend, 
copies of the Annual Report are available at the 
back of church. Please read over the Annual 
Report and if you have any questions or 
concerns, contact the office or the rector.  



 

Radical Hospitality 

I have been thinking about “hospitality” quite a bit lately. 
Often we think of hospitality as the way we welcome and 
entertain guests—the food and drink, the accommodations, 
etc. While food and drink and comfort are certainly an 
important part of showing hospitality, I wonder if, in our 
current times, we lose sight of how hospitality is a 
foundation of our Christian faith.  

Yes, it’s great for folks to get together for lunch, for dinner, 
for a rousing game of Cards Against Humanity—in other 
words, for fellowship; but I wonder if we are missing an important piece of hospitality, at least as 
it has been practiced in the Abrahamic traditions (Judaism, Christianity, Islam): welcoming the 
stranger.  

Indeed, welcoming the stranger occurs throughout the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures and the 
Koran. Most notably it was Abraham who welcomed three strangers in the desert (depicted in the 
icon above) who eventually informed him and Sarah that they would indeed have a child. Just as 
fledgling communities of followers of the Way welcomed strangers into their midst. Just as 
Bedouin are famous for the hospitality shown to strangers along nomadic routes. 

How do we welcome strangers? 

When showing up at our doors at a Sunday service I think we do a pretty good job of welcoming 
folks into church and in to fellowship afterwards. But what about those who don’t come 
knocking on our doors? How do we reach out to the strangers in St. Louis beyond our doors?  

There are, of course, many ways of answering this question (and other questions around “who is 
our neighbor”) and I hope you’ll join me this year in engaging these questions as we discern how 
St. Mark’s may be a place of radical hospitality.  

One way to ease into this discernment is to attend the Middle Eastern Dinner that we will co-host 
with Hope UCC and Gethsemane Lutheran here at St. Mark’s on Friday, April 26th at 6:30 pm. 
Through the efforts of Welcome Neighbor Saint Louis, a sumptuous dinner of Middle Eastern 
delights will be prepared for us by chefs who have immigrated to St. Louis from the Middle East 
and who will also share with us some of the stories of their journey.  

As we are reminded in Hebrews 13:2, who knows with what angels we might share dinner? 
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FROM YOUR DEACON . . . 
 
 In the 2005 movie The Wedding Crashers, Owen Wilson and Vince Vaughn make a 
habit of crashing weddings just for the free food and drinks and to meet the women in 
attendance.  They have crashed so many weddings that at the beginning of the movie, they 
slither into the pew and Owen Wilson says, “Twenty bucks, First Corinthians.”  Vince Vaughn 
replies with “Double or nothing, Colossians 3:12.”   Then the sister of the bride starts reading, 
“If I speak in the tongues of mortals and angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal.”  Owen Wilson has won the bet. 
 
 On the fourth Sunday after Epiphany, as I preached on love as characterized by Paul 
in First Corinthians 13, I admitted that these words were so familiar to me that I could easily 
tune them out, thinking, yeah, yeah, I know that – I’ve heard that many times before.  And 
even if I really make a conscious effort to listen, I can still be overcome by the beauty and 
cadence of the language and not really digest what is being conveyed with perceptive ears.  
To get around these issues, I turn to the Message Bible, which disrupts the familiarity of the 
words and is more contemporarily direct in its language.  I shared these words from the 
pulpit, but I believe they are so compelling, that I’d like for you to see them here: 
 

No matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I’m bankrupt without love. 
 
Love never gives up.  Love care more for others than for self.  Love doesn’t want 
what it doesn’t have.  Love doesn’t strut,  Doesn’t have a swelled head, Doesn’t 
force itself on others, Isn’t always “me first,” Doesn’t fly off the handle, Doesn’t 
keep score of the sins of others, Doesn’t revel when others grovel, Takes pleasure 
in the flowering of truth, Puts up with anything, Trusts God always, Always looks 
for the best, never looks back, But keeps going to the end. … 
 
We don’t yet see things clearly.  We’re squinting in a fog, peering through a mist.  
But it won’t be long before the weather clears and the sun shines bright!  We’ll see 
it all then, see it all as clearly as God sees us, knowing God directly just as God 
knows us!   
 
But for now, until that completeness, we have three things to do to lead us toward 
that consummation:  Trust steadily in God, hope unswervingly, love extravagantly.  
And the best of the three is love. 
 
This love prescribed by Paul is not an emotion.  Love is an action, a force that is tough, 

resilient, unconditional, long-suffering, and a power to change hearts and change the world.  
Let us make a renewed commitment to be God’s people of love. 

 
In Christ, 
Deacon Jerre 
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UTO INFORMATION 
A date for the UTO 

INGATHERING will be coming 
up this spring. 

 

The United Thank Offering (UTO) is a 
ministry of The Episcopal Church for the 
mission of the whole church. Through UTO, 
individuals are invited to embrace and 
deepen a personal daily spiritual discipline 
of gratitude. UTO encourages people to 
notice the good things that happen each day, 
give thanks to God for those blessings and 
make an offering for each blessing using a 
UTO Blue Box. UTO is entrusted to receive 
the offerings, and to distribute the 100% of 
what is collected to support innovative 
mission and ministry throughout The 
Episcopal Church and Provinces of 
the Anglican Communion. 
 

UTO Lent 2019 Devotional Calendar 
This calendar introduces the recipients of 
the 2018 UTO Grants and 2018 Young Adult 
and Seminarian Grants. This year includes 
some items to count in your town. We hope 
that this will be a fun internet search or 
scavenger hunt to help you get to know your 
community better. We invite you to 
prayerfully consider your donation for each 
item that you have counted in your house or 
in your community. Go to: 
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/d
ocument/2019-united-thank-offering-
lenten-devotional-calendar 

 

 
 
 

DOORWAYS Current Volunteer 
Opportunities 

 
DOORWAYS is always seeking volunteers 
to better assist our clients and staff. We 
currently have opportunities in the 
following areas: 
 Spring Cleaners and Organizers 
 Assist with filing 
 Tutor/Mentor (work with children) 
 Basic computer and internet training for 
 adults 
 Cooper House resident companions 
 Bakers (provide special treats to 
 residents) 
 Activity Assistants (go on activities with 
 residents) 
 Administrative Volunteer (make phone 
 calls, assist with mailings, etc.) 
 Help teach skills related to cleaning & 
 organizing your home 
 

If interested in volunteering, please contact 
Patrick Young at: 
pyoung@doorwayshousing.org. 

 

1st Thursdays @ River’s Edge Social 
 

March 7th @ Noon 
Everyone Welcome! 

Fellowship, Food & Fun 
 

6997 Chippewa Street 
 

Questions: Deacon Jerre 
jebirdsong@att.net 
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WHAT’S COMING UP? 

TUESDAYS 9:30 a.m. Al Anon Meeting in 
Parish Hall 

WEDNESDAYS 8:00 p.m. AA Meeting in 
Parish Hall 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH Vestry Meeting 
7:00 p.m. 

 

ST. MARK'S WINTER CLOTHES DRIVE 
to benefit the Guests of Miss Carol's 
Breakfast 
 Warm Heavy Socks are extremely 

helpful to those out in the cold for long 
periods of time 

 Having clean socks on a Regular Basis 
can be very helpful. Consider a 10 pack 
of white socks. 

 Along with coats, sweaters. Long 
sleeved items. 

 Or you could make a donation to the 
Rector's Discretionary account and we 
shop for you. 

 
IF YOU WOULD like to receive the weekly 
“MARKINGS” by email, send your email 
address to the church office. And don’t 
forget you can follow on Facebook or visit 
our webpage at www.saintmarks-stl.org 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTING 
Please see the sign-up sheet in 
the Parish Hall to host Coffee Hour 
which follows the 10:00 service. 

What's involved? Brewing a few pots of coffee, 
providing a small nibble or two, welcoming 
folks for a bit of fellowship, and placing used 
dishes in the sink (No need to wash: our 
cleaning folks do it). If you haven't hosted yet, 
why not give it a go. 

NEW DIRECTORY AVAILABLE 
Copies of the new directory (which also 
contains the birthday list) are available at 
the back of church. Also please note that 
the directory is not to be used as a source 
for solicitation. Also if you did not get a 
copy of the Annual Report from the 
Annual Meeting, there are extra copies at 
the back of church. 

Winter is Upon Us! 
As is our general practice, rarely do we cancel all 
worship services. However, the rector expects 
that all members will make smart and informed 
decisions on whether to travel when we have 
snow/sleet/ice, etc. In the event that church is 
closed, we will communicate that through a 
message on our voicemail system, through our 
email-newsletter, the Markings as well as on the 
TV Channels 2, 4 & 5 closings list. Be safe and 
know that you are always blessed! 

 
HOSPICE 

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 

Mercy Hospice South, 
formerly St. Anthony's 
Hospice is currently seeking volunteers to 
offer support and comfort to patients and 
families in your community. Volunteers are 
matched with opportunities to serve 
according to their schedules, skills, comfort 
levels and geographic area. Volunteer 
opportunities include" caregiver relief, 
emotional support, administrative 
assistance, and many other opportunities. 
For more information please contact Cathy 
Sandy, Volunteer Coordinator, at 314-525-
7368 or cathy.sandy@mercy.net. 
 
 

Middle Eastern Dinner 
at St. Mark’s 
Friday April 26th@ 
6:30PM 
Co-Hosted with Hope 
UCC and 
Gethsemane Lutheran 
Middle Eastern delicacies prepared 
by Middle Eastern chefs from 
Welcome Neighbor STL 
Watch for more details 
 
VESTRY MEETING Tuesday, February 12th 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Proehl Conference Room. 
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The transformational ministry of Invite 
Welcome Connect with creator Mary Parmer 
is this year's diocesan leadership conference. 

 Saturday, March 2, 2019, 9:00 am- 
3:30 pm 

 held at Grace Episcopal Church, 514 E 
Argonne Dr. in Kirkwood, 63122 

 for all church leaders, lay and ordained 

 140 registrants capacity 

 $35 cost includes lunch on Saturday, 
and optional reception at Grace on 
Friday, 3/1 from 5-6:30 pm. 

 Register online by Friday, February 
22, 2019 

 Childcare available if requested before 
2/22 

Invite Welcome Connect is not a program, but 
a transformational ministry helping 
congregations move from a maintenance 
culture to a Gospel-driven mission culture. For 
more information go to www.diocesemo.org or 
to the Invite Welcome Connect website at 
http://www.invitewelcomeconnect.com/. 
 
 

NEW FOR 2019 
YOUTH HUNGER 
PROJECT 
A la carte benefits: 
Feed My People 
Miss Carol's Breakfast 
Doorways Kitchen 

Accepting Donations of Chicken 
Noodle/Rice or Vegetable Soup 
Oatmeal or Breakfast Cereal Boxes 
Beef Stew 
Bulk or Single Can Donations 

Please drop off in the CARTE 
in the Parish Hall 

LENT INFORMATION 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY  
MARCH 6TH    

HOLY EUCHARIST & 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
NOON AND 7:30 P.M. 
 

Due to Tuesday March 5th being an 
election day and the parish hall being a 
polling place, St. Mark's will not be able 
to host a Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
this year. Watch upcoming Markings for 
suggested Pancake Supper locations. 
 


RESOURCES FOR LENT 

2019 LENTEN MEDITATIONS   
A free booklet provided by Episcopal 
Relief & Development will be available 
during Lent at the back of church. In 
this year's edition, they "have returned 
to mediations from the last ten years 
that have touched our readers most 
deeply. In doing so, we were reminded 
that we have been fortunate to share 
reflections from many gifted writers, 
teachers, theologians and spiritual 
guides". Info provided by ERD 
 

JOIN THE JOURNEY THROUGH LENT  
A poster illustrated by award-winning 
cartoonist Jay Sidebotham, invites 
spiritual reflection and is a wonderful 
companion for the Lenten season. Will 
be available soon at the back of church. 
 

JOIN the ALPINE RAIL TRAVEL CLUB on a 
Trip to the Grand Canyon & Santa Fe on the 
overnight South West Chief on April 27 to 
May 5 for a Trip Flyer contact Chuck Doyle on 
314 345 0298 or  cjdoyle9051@gmail.com  

 

For the St. Mark’s Calendar, please visit 
our website www.saintmarks-stl.org and 
click on the calendar tab. 


