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What Does the Episcopal Church 
Say About…? Sunday Forum 
Follow-up  

On Sunday, June 23rd, more than 
twenty St. Markans gathered in the 
parish hall to hear about how the 
Episcopal Church formulates policies 
on social issues at and through 
General Convention and how those 
policies are then addressed through 
the Office of Government Relations 
(OGR). 

The five main areas under which 
these policies fall are: Creation Care; 
Migration, Refugees & Immigration; 
Racial Reconciliation; Human Rights 
& Peace Building; and Ending 
Poverty. Using Migration, Refugees & Immigration as an example, attendees learned about the work of 
Episcopal Migration Ministries (see slide, above), a program of the church that assists in re-settling 
refugees who come to the United States to begin new lives.  

We were reminded of our Syrian Dinner held in April, where our cooks and other Syrian refugees spoke 
about coming to America and some of the challenges and blessings they have experienced. We also hope 
to have a follow-up to the dinner—a brunch, perhaps, where a speaker with experience as an immigrant as 
well as an immigration attorney will help us to understand the processes of resettling in the US. 

We also noted that many of the issues covered by OGR have become “hot-button” issues so politicized 
along “I’m right and you’re wrong” lines that it is challenging to find the safe space to have civil 
discussions and sharing of experience around these issues. It was noted more than once by attendees that 
not everyone is of a like mind on many of the pressing issues of the day and that even if we agree on one 
issue (e.g., women’s reproductive health) we may have very different feelings about another (e.g., ways to 
end poverty).  

Of course, church communities should strive to be places where safe and respectful discourse can happen. 
Beginning this fall, Deacon Jerre and I, along with the help of outside presenters and facilitators, will be 
hosting safe-space forums in which we can come together to learn about the policies that the church has 
formulated—policies that are theologically grounded in Scripture, Reason and Experience—and to share 
our own feelings about these issues.  

Besides the benefit of helping to create a more informed and Gospel-focused community at St. Mark’s, 
we hope that the civil discourse we create in our forums might find its way into our interactions with our 
families and the greater communities we inhabit. 

Those attending the forum on June 23rd generated a list of topics for future forums which will follow on 
the immigration forum mentioned above. These include (in no particular order): Education, 
Homelessness, Ending Poverty/Hunger, Women’s Rights/Issues/Health, Health Care &Mental Health, 
Gun Control/Violence, Senior Services/Retirement/Dementia, Environment/Climate Change, and Racial 
Reconciliation (individual/systemic). 

Please watch this space and our other media for future forums dates and times. Blessings, 

ACROSS THE GLOBE, THERE ARE MORE THAN
68.5Million
Refugees, asylum seekers & internally 
displaced people all over the globe.

25.4Million
Refugees who have fled into another country,  
into conditions t hat are often not much better 
than the horrors they  escaped.

6.3Million
Syrian refugees who have fled the violence i n 
thei r count ry t o resettle globally.

IN 2018, EPISCOPAL MIGRATION MINISTRIES

Resettled  1182  REFUGEES FROM  
31  COUNTRIES

Supported
14   AFFILIATES IN  12  DIOCESES

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/
office-government-relations



5th Sunday Potluck Brunch 
and Ministry Fair 
 
At our Sunday June 30th 5th 
Sunday Potluck Brunch we 
also had a Ministry Fair, 
this time focused on our 
Worship and Outreach 
ministries. While folks 
enjoyed the wonderful 
food and fellowship, we 
heard from Doug Jeffery 
and Mark+ about worship 
ministries and from Chuck 
Doyle and Marti Robards 
on our outreach efforts. 

 
 
A very special addition was 
our resident “Discerner,” 
Ellen Jeffery, who offered 
ministry advice as well as 
lemonade from her 
Discernment Booth. Please 
see Mark+ or any of the folks 
mentioned here if you would 
like to know more about be a 
part of these (or other) 
ministries at St. Mark’s. 
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FROM YOUR STILL GRATEFUL DEACON . . . 
 

In last month’s Lion’s Tale, I wrote that gratitude is a gateway to transformation and connection 
with God’s creation, and I invited us to engage in at least one practice of giving thanks each day just to 
see what would happen.  When feeling grateful is particularly difficult because of the burdens of our 
everyday lives, a guide to cultivating gratitude could be helpful.   

I’ll provide the following “habits of being that can help us live with spirit in a dispirited time and 
place” from Canadian theologian and social activist, Mary Jo Leddy’s Radical Gratitude: 

 

 Begin before you are ready – beginning steps in gratitude do not have to be great or grand – they 
need only be real 

 Practice gratitude in prayers, reflections, chants, and meditations 
 Gather with “like-spirited” people – St. Mark’s is indeed such a gathering 
 Live more simply – let go of material things that are a burden to you 
 Look for good examples of grateful people in your life from your history and learn from them 
 Think with your heart – trust your feelings of gratefulness and your longings for a better way of life 
 See differently – develop “soft eyes” 
 Be connected to a longer wisdom tradition – again, St. Mark’s is indeed such a connection 
 In this beloved St. Mark’s community, be a part of it, really part of it 
 Contemplate the face of the world – gratitude empowers us to stare at reality and overcome what 

is challenging, violent, or evil – do not turn away from the world, turn toward it 
 

This last point is exactly what we addressed at our Sunday Forum on June 23.  So, let’s be 
persistent and continue to try to engage in at least one practice of thanks each day as we stare at reality 
and turn toward the world. 

 

In Christ, 
Deacon Jerre 

 
                       Sanctuary Light in Memory of Vinita Heritage 

 
During his visit to St. Mark’s on July 16th, Bishop Smith dedicated and 
blessed the new sanctuary light to the glory of God and in memory 
of Vinita Heritage. The candle light burns continuously to indicate 
the presence of reserved Sacrament in the sanctuary.  
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WHAT’S COMING uP? 
TUESDAYS 9:30 a.m. in Parish Hall - Al Anon 
Group 

WEDNESDAYS 8:00 p.m. in Parish Hall - AA 
group 

THURSDAY JULY 4  Office Closed 

THURSDAY JULY 11 6:00 p.m. Al Anon District 
Meeting 

SATURDAY JULY 13 11:00 a.m. Ad Hoc 
Committee Meeting 

 

 
Sing A Long 

Sunday August 11th at 7:00 p.m. 
Or just come to listen as a fun, parish 
event in the parish hall. Ice cream will 
be served.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTING 
Please see the sign-up sheet in the 
Parish Hall to host Coffee Hour 
which follows the 10:00 service. 
What's involved? Brewing a few 

pots of coffee, providing a small nibble or two, 
welcoming folks for a bit of fellowship, and 
placing used dishes in the sink (No need to 
wash: our cleaning folks do it). If you haven't 
hosted yet, why not give it a go. 

1st Thursdays @ 
River’s Edge Social 

July 11 @ Noon 
(moved to the 2nd Thursday 
due to the July 4th Holiday) 

Everyone Welcome! Fellowship, Food & Fun 
6997 Chippewa Street 
Questions: Deacon Jerre jebirdsong@att.net 

 

NEW FOR 2019 YOUTH HUNGER 
PROJECT 
A la carte benefits: Feed My People, Miss 
Carol's Breakfast, Doorways Kitchen 
Accepting Donations of Summer Friendly Foods 
Cold Breakfast Cereal and Breakfast Bars 
Canned Fruit, Jars of Peanut Butter and Jelly 
Beef Stew 
Bulk or Single Can Donations - We welcome donations of 
small 8 oz size bottles of water packs for Miss Carol's 
Breakfast or $5 donations and we will purchase the water 
in bulk. 

Please drop off in the CARTE 
in the Parish Hall 

 

JOIN THE ALPINE TRAVEL CLUB 
FLY / RAIL FALL FOLIAGE TRIP 

SAT SEPT 28 – OCT 5 2019 
Philadelphia / Vermont / New Hampshire 

Amtrak Scenic Vermonter Train 
7 Hotel Nights includes Breakfast 

Visit the Famous Trapp Family VT Lodge 
Some Lunches & Dinners are also included 

Private Alpine Motor-Coach VT Tour Guide 
For TRIP FLYERS contact Chuck Doyle 

314.345.0298 or Email cjdolye9051@gmail.com 

 

For the St. Mark’s Calendar, please visit our 
website www.saintmarks-stl.org and click on 
the calendar tab. 
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